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IS SCOTT WIENER 
REALLY A GIRAFFE? 


His Chinese-language ads seem 
to think so. 

By Arno Rosenfeld 
PAGE 7 


WE'RE BACK! 


Midi Matilda re-enters the 
limelight. 

By Jessie Schiewe 
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LETTERS 


THE BLAME GAME 


Homelessness Anti-Hero: He did so 
much damage to our society (“The Great 
Eliminator: How Ronald Reagan Made 
Homelessness Permanent,” Chris Rob- 
erts, 6/29/16). And we are still paying 
dearly for his misguidance... Also he 
was behind Proposition 13 that has ba- 
sically has undermined California for 


“When programs are defunded and taxes are cut, people's lives are impacted.” 


years and years.. one for the Big Dip- 
per!! Daniel McWilliams via 
Facebook 

TY, Regan: When programs are de- 
funded and taxes are cut, people’s lives 
are impacted. Prop 13 and many other 
initiatives reduced civic investment. 
That’s why so many areas of our social 
and physical infrastructure are in disre- 
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pair. On the political front, we can thank 
Reagan and his neo-con movement for 
people like Trump. Hating govt and the 
vilification of helping people all started 
w/ him. Rhonda Clements via Face- 


book 


OAKLAND’S RESIDENT 
PIANIST 


Consider yourself lucky: Glad to say 
I’ve seen him play. Used to live a couple 
streets over. (“Oakland’s Piano Man,” 
Jessi Phillips, 6/29/16.) Rich Welsh via 
Facebook 


ANOTHER ONEBITES THE 
DUST 


Adios, Aquarius: It’s just so gross. 
(“S.F’s Oldest Vinyl Shop, Aquarius Re- 
cords, Will Close on July 4,” Jessie 
Schiewe, All Shook Down, 6/28/16.) The 
city has become overtaken by douches 
and deep pockets. I remember when SF 
was weird... Now it’s just yuppy. SMH. 
Gwendalai Lama via Facebook 


TIME TOPANIC? 


ISIS and S.F.: Add terrorist threats to 


earthquakes, suspicious fires, evictions, 
and random muggings in the ever grow- 
ing list of things to worry about living in 
SF. (“ISIS Threatens San Francisco -- Sort 
Of,” Max DeNike, The Snitch, 6/27/16.) 
Hiram Rodriguez via Facebook 


THEGREAT BICYCLIST 
DEFENDER 


Cycle Me This: Just by numbers alone, 


I believe bicyclists commit more infrac- 
tions of the vehicle code than cars. (“S.F 
DA Promises to Come to Assaulted Cy- 
clist’s Aid,’ Max DeNike, The Snitch, 
6/29/16.) I estimate 75% of all cyclists 
run red lights, don’t stop at stop signs, 
don’t have lights on when riding at night 
etc. every day and the cops turn a blind 
eye. another problem we have are not 
just illegals but low income people in SF 
who drive with no license and insurance, 
these are the same people our supervi- 
sors are encouraging to flock to SF. Any- 
one who violates the law should be cited, 
and Task the city to do a study on who 
are driving these vehicles who are com- 
mitting these act, what race, what in- 
come, are they residents of SF and then 
take action. oldfart 


THES MODBEE WOELE 


DOCTOR WHo 


VS. THE SREXIT 
. m 


YOU SEE, MY TARDIS ALLOWS ME 
To TRAVEL ANYW. in ALL oF 
SPACE AND TWAE! COME ON--YOU 
WANT To GO FoR A SPIN? 


HORRIBLE MONSTERS IN HUMAN 
DISGUISE, SCHEMING TO SPREAD 
AND DISCORD AMONGST 
THE UNSUSPECTING POPULATION! Go 
ON THEN--TAKE THE cosTUMES OFF! 





—— RHONDA CLEMENTS 


MYSTERY ARSON 


Plastic Bully: Good! Using Planet 
Killing Ocean Raping Plastic should be a 
crime of Terrorism. (“Someone Has Been 
Setting Fire to the Picnic Tables at Stern 
Grove,” Jessie Schiewe, All Shook Down, 
6/30/16.) Plasticis MADE FROM PE- 
TROLEUM.. By using PLASTIC you SUP- 
PORT the DEATH OF THE PACIFIC. You 
SUPPORT death of Babies and Children 
killed by Plastic. Plastic is where 80% of 
Petroleum Production goes. Gasoline is a 
By Product of the Process of Making 
PLASTICS. If you cheap skates used 
REAL TABLES you would not need to 
fear AWARE PEOPLE’S PROTESTING 
with Civil Disobediance. Eco Warrior 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market St., Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: 415-777-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 


by Tom TOMORROW 
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Neck and Neck 


Wiener’s senate campaign bets giraffes will apeal to Chinese-speaking voters. 


By Arno Rosenfeld 


The June election had no short- 
age of drama, from Bernie’s last stand in 
the California primary to the emergence 
of progressive control of the usually ob- 
scure Democratic County Central Com- 
mittee. But despite the flood of 
campaign fliers clogging mailboxes 
around the city, wacky visuals and off- 
the-wall pitches were largely absent. Ex- 
cept, that is, for one glorious, slightly 
baffling poster produced by Supervisor 
Scott Wiener’s campaign for state Sen- 
ate. 

Wiener was facing his fellow super- 
visor Jane Kim in a rehash of the typ- 
ical progressive-versus-moderate duel 
known to even casual political observ- 
ers in the city. Wiener is the moderate; 
Kim the progressive. But while Kim 
earned a coveted and rare endorse- 
ment from presidential candidate Ber- 
nie Sanders, Wiener had a killer poster 
of him towering over a giraffe. 

Spotted in the window of a Di- 
visadero Street dry cleaners, the Chi- 
nese-language giraffe poster is a stark 
departure from its English-language 
counterpart. Aside from a bright or- 
ange color, it is hard to get any more 
vanilla than “Scott Wiener: Democrat 
for State Senate.” In the most common 
variant, there is no photo and nothing 
about Wiener or why you should vote 
for him aside from a URL for his cam- 
paign website. 

By contrast, campaign spokeswom- 
an Maggie Muir said in an email that 


Jail Inmates 
in Crisis 


Will anyone care about 
mental health care? 


By Max DeNike 
With 35 to 40 percent of in- 


mates needing treatment, the County 
Jail system is San Francisco’s largest 


mental health facility. And while the in- 
mate population has decreased by up to 
8 percent annually since 2008 through 
alternatives to incarceration and Propo- 
sition 47's restructured sentencing for 


certain crimes, the city has seen no 


drop in the number of mentally ill peo- 


ple cycling through its jails — and, in 
turn, its streets. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


the Chinese poster repeats the candi- 
date’s name and the office he is seeking 
before departing into more ... creative 
territory. 

“Standing very later and able to 
see really far,” is Muir’s rather garbled 
translation of the poster’s body text. 

Wiener’s headshot is presented 
towering over a simple rendering of a 
giraffe, and Muir points out that the 
supervisor is very tall “and also a calm, 
steady, hard working presence, like a 
giraffe.” 

“Metaphorically, it means ‘some- 
time is visionary, ” Muir added. 

Hm. There is no denying that both 
Wiener and giraffes are very tall, the 
latter sometimes reaching 18 feet in 
height. 

As for the “calm, steady and hard 
working” nature of the mammal native 
to the savannah of sub-Saharan Af- 
rica? Nature documentary footage of 
giraffes clubbing each other with their 
long necks may bring the “calmness” 
claim into question, but apparently 
giraffes only sleep two hours per day, 
which speaks to a hard-working nature 
of sorts. 

The giraffe imagery “is a play off 
the last character of his Chinese name 
and basically says Scott stands tall and 
strong, and sees far in his policies that 
help the community,’ Muir explained. 

Wiener is known as something of 
a workhorse on the board of supervi- 
sors, with the San Francisco Examiner 


“People actually in jail now have 
more mental illness. That hasn’t 
gone down with the jail population 


decrease,’ said Jennifer K. Johnson, a 


deputy public defender and co-found- 
er of the Behavioral Health Court, 
which steers such offenders into 
treatment instead of incarceration. 

And the majority of those folks 
end up homeless. From November 
2014 to November 2015, 57 percent 
of the nearly 5,000 county inmates 
seen by the Jail Behavioral Health 
Services said they’d experienced 
homelessness. 

For Johnson and others, this is 
a public safety concern and the em- 
pathic — if not morally sound — di- 


rection criminal justice should go. She 
was among a group led by the District 


Attorney’s Office that in mid-June 
quietly released a concept paper for 
the Behavioral Health Justice Center, 


— which endorsed his opponent Kim 
— calling him a “hard worker who has 
tackled weighty issues,” especially re- 
lating to public transit and other good 
government initiatives. 

Final verdict: Whether it has any 
impact on Chinese-language voters in 
San Francisco, the more quirky candi- 
date pitches the better. Long live Scott 
Wiener-as-giraffe. 

In real news, Kim’s 70-vote lead 
in the June primary has grown 
to 641 votes. That means it’s 
close — which hopefully 
also means more cam- 
paign creativity to 
come before the 
two face off in 
November. 


modeled after several similar facilities 
around the nation. Making clear it’s 
not a jail or a replacement for San 
Francisco’s myriad existing services, 
the concept envisions consolidation 
and collaboration between mental 
health care and the law. 

The center would offer four tiers 
of service. Level 1 would create a 24- 
hour location where law enforcement 
can admit someone who’s in a mental 
health crisis but does not qualify for 
a mandatory 72-hour hold. Modeled 
after a similar approach by Bexar 
County, Texas, it seems to be needed 
in San Francisco: Police say they re- 
ceive 20,000 calls regarding people in 
mental health crises every year. 

“One of the things we hear again 
and again is police don’t have a place 
to take people” in those situations, 
Johnson said, adding that this alone 
would be an important new step for 
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the city to take. 

The other levels cover the long 
process of psychiatric care and sub- 
stance abuse treatment, leading into 
residential programs for offenders. 

San Francisco already has many 
services for mentally ill inmates, but 
the paper says they are fragmented 
and often difficult to access — which 
inevitably makes it easier for people 
to reoffend. The program in Mi- 
ami-Dade County, Fla., for example, 
dramatically slashed recidivism: 20 
percent for misdemeanants and 6 
percent for people accused of felonies. 

“There’s a giant hole in the safety 
net between jail and inpatient care,” 
said Michael Romano, a co-founder of 
the Stanford Justice Advocacy Project 
and lecturer at Stanford Law School 
who also worked on the concept pa- 
per. “Hospitals are not equipped for 
taking care of people in the criminal 


justice system. And jails make men- 
tally ill people more sick.” 

The paper is chock full of numbers 
to support its position — on March 
4, 2015, for instance, 61 percent of 
those in County Jail charged with 
misdemeanors had accessed Jail Be- 
havioral Health Services — but the 
big question is whether anyone will 
listen. To go from concept to reality, 
the community and city leaders need 
to buy in. For now, Johnson said, she 
and others hope the paper at least 
starts the debate. 

That debate, however, seems to 
have already started. Last December, 
the Board of Supervisors rejected 
$215 million in funding for a new jail, 
saying the city should invest in things 
like mental health services instead. 


BY JESSICA LIPSKY 
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and begin protesting nuclear war outside River- 

dale High. Even Supergirl is tired of this B.S.; she 
doesn’t need to stay at home “for her safety” while Superman gets 
credit for saving the world. She's no dainty Lois Lane. 

The story of famous cartoon characters joining the feminist re- 
bellion might not seem radical today, but in 1970, it was a defiant 
and self-reflective statement against an arts scene dominated by 
men — even in the comix underground. (And in an era that, fairly 
or unfairly, is remembered as being ultra-serious and even humor- 
less, their fantastical and funny approach allowed readers to take 
home a feminist message without being too serious.) 

This story, “Breaking Out,” appeared in the one-off It Ain’t Me 
Babe, a comic produced and drawn entirely by women. Two years 
later, its creators would co-found Wimmen’s Comix, an all-female 
underground publication that would run 18 issues over 20 years. 
And Fantagraphics, a Seattle publisher of alternative comics, re- 
cently released a two-volume anthology. 
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The Complete Wimmen’s Comix is 
728 pages of fantastical, honest, and 
groovy graphic art drawn by more 
than 30 contributors, including some 
famous names: Tony Award-winner 
Alison Bechdel (whose eponymous test 
is the benchmark for gender equality 
in media), Aline Kominsky (later R. 
Crumb’s wife, muse, and collaborator), 
and Phoebe Gloeckner (whose semi-au- 
tobiographical book Diary of a Teenage 
Girl was recently made into a movie 
with Kristen Wiig). 

The artists in Wimmen’s told sto- 
ries about women for women. They 
explored topics such as sex, gender 
equality, divorce, and queerness. Many 
of the pages feature exaggerated bod- 
ies to complement personal stories 
of adolescent anxiety. Others show 
strong female leads saving the world 
from otherwise incapable men. The 
comics also feature a good deal of role 
reversal, where “liberated women” 
become sexual aggressors in a satirical 
look at male-female relationships. And 
Wimmen’s has the distinction of fea- 
turing the first out lesbian character in 
comics, in “Sandy Comes Out.” (Sandy 
doesn’t appear much, but her story 
focuses on her confronting her own 
internalized fears and prejudices.) 

“Comics gave us freedom. There 
were all sorts of subject matter that, 
it turned out, hadn’t been seen or 
heard before,” said Lee Marrs, a regular 
Wimmen’s contributor whose story on 
sexism in the workplace also appeared 
in It Ain't Me Babe. “In comic work in 
the past, there were things that were 
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hinted at but never really said. In the 
underground, you can say anything, 
so it was kind of like covering new 
ground.” 

The anthology’s release has been 
a long time coming, says Fanta- 
graphics designer Keeli McCarthy. 
Women are taking a bigger role in the 
comics world, both in the number 
of female-identified artists creating 
the work and the number of women 
consuming it. According to Graphic 
Policy, which measures comic-fan de- 
mographics in the U.S. using Facebook 
likes, women account for 43.59 percent 
of the 39 million comics fans on the 
social media website. Since November 
2012, the percentage of female comic 
fans has risen about 10 percent. And 
among 32 comics publishers surveyed 
by the same site in 2016, six have a 
majority of female followers. 

Fantagraphics also released an 
anthology of San Francisco’s under- 
ground Zap Comix a year ago. 

“Wimmen’s Comix is tied pretty 
intrinsically to the Zap story. This felt 
like a great way to show that this is 
a really, really important part of the 
underground comics,’ McCarthy says, 
adding that the anthology is a link be- 
tween women past and present. “These 
women are clearly just writing about 
what they’re going through, and what 
women are going through today. Sure 
there’s a lot of fantasy stuff and silly 
comics stuff, but at the end of the day 
it’s women writing about their lives. 
There’s a thread created.” 

The revolutionary, psychedelic cul- 
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ture of the ’60 and ’70s is also pretty 
far-out, drawing people not only to 
fashion and music of the time, but the 
visual arts. 

“A lot of the people who will be 
reading this are people who were not 
born when we got together in 1972,” 
says It Ain’t Me Babe and Wimmen’s 
co-creator Trina Robbins. “If you live 
long enough you're history. I’m really 
glad that I experienced the 60s and 
70s. It was amazing.” 

The Complete Wimmen’s Comix also 
holds up a mirror to the Bay Area’s 
rapidly changing demographics, where 
many of the artists and “weirdos” 
that make the region unique are being 
pushed out. The ’60s and ’70s brought 
a similarly massive wave of immigra- 
tion to the City by the Bay, but Marrs 
claims the draw and attitude of new- 
comers was different. 

“In the middle and late 60s, a lot 
of people came to San Francisco to be 
free, whatever they thought ‘free’ was. 
Even now, it’s still a place where new 
forms are tried out,” Marrs says. “And 
so, I think both the people who were 
living here and the folks who came 
here from someplace else really wanted 
to explore their creativity, whatever 
it manifested itself as. And there was 
a reinforcement of this — there were 
places you could sing or play where all 
kinds of forms would find a manifes- 
tation.” 

The lack of money paid to artists 
— who then lived in a much more af- 
fordable city — was secondary to the 
feeling of power that came with cre- 
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rina Robbins holds 
a vintage copy of 
Wimmen's Comix. 


Photo by Jessica Christian 
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ative expression. Marrs says empow- 
ered artists would feed off each other 
to create a wider range, or perhaps 
weirder range, of subject matter. The 
exact role of illustrators in influencing 
the culture at large is 
up for debate, but this 
wild, unabated, and 
unabashed expression 
helped give them the 
courage to tackle ta- 
boo topics. 


Robbins had been 
hustling as a comic 
artist since the mid- 
1960s, but hit a wall in 
San Francisco’s often 
sexist underground 
comics scene, then 
dominated by poster 
artists like Rick Griffin, Victor Moscoso, 
Bonnie MacLean, Stanley Mouse, Alton 
Kelley, and Wes Wilson. Spurred by the 
psychedelic music and politically charged 
atmosphere of the time, a smallish group 
of artists — led by Kominksy’s husband 
R. Crumb — had created subversive and 
occasionally grotesque comic art that 
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Wimmen's Comix 


stood in contrast to straight comics. 

Crumb’s Zap Comix No. 1 was re- 
leased in 1968. An alternative visual 
representation to the mainstream 
— perhaps even an alternative to the 
alternative — it was 
perverse, socially 
aware, and intellec- 
tual, depending on 
whom you asked. 
While Crumb even- 
tually opened Zap 
to artists such as 
Victor Sheldon, Spain 
Rodriguez, and Clay 
Wilson, women were 
conspicuously absent 
from the storytelling 
process and the larger 
comics scene. 

“It was really a 
boys club,” says Robbins. “They weren't 
interested in me. One reason may cer- 
tainly be because I was a girl, and the 
other reason was because | objected 
to the misogyny in a lot of the comics 
they were producing,” she says, nod- 
ding to Crumb’s style, which featured 
impossibly voluptuous women and 


explicit sex, all through a sort of gro- 
tesque gaze. Asked if readers weren't 
able to suspend their disbelief — as it 
were — she added, “I don’t think you 
can say that something is so out-there 
that it isn’t real. I think that feminists 
agreed with me, but the guys didn’t 
want to hear it.” 


So Robbins and her friend and col- 
league Barbara “Willy” Mendez struck 
out on their own, creating about half 
of It Ain’t Me Babe themselves and 
leaning on friends for the rest. It Aint’ 
Me Babe was published with stories 
on teenage abortion, poverty, coming 
out and politics, alongside a note re- 
questing other contributors. The comic 
sold in head shops and women’s book- 
stores, allowing the radical message 
to greet feminists and artists across 
the country. By 1972, Robbins, Men- 
dez, and six other women created the 
Wimmen’s Comix Collective and were 
pouring over manila envelopes filled 
with Xeroxed submissions. 

“The appeal of Wimmen’s Comix is 
it’s super-creative free speech. It has 
balls,” says “Hurricane” Nancy Bolton, 
whom Robbins recruited to contribute 
to It Ain't Me Babe. “I was in the Bay 
Area for the Summer of Love and the 
Monterey Pop Festival. It was a magi- 
cal experience, and Wimmen’s Comix fit 
right into that magic.” 

Wimmen’s Comix had a rotating 
editorship — later, two editors would 
work on each issue — and a variety 
of themes, including revolution, the 
American bicentennial, disastrous rela- 
tionships, and kvetching. Rather than 
focus on sourcing the best artists, the 
Collective wanted to give voice to new 
artists and encourage expression. Asa 


result, early issues have a wide range of 


styles and technical ability, as well as 
many one-off contributors. 

“One of the greatest things about 
going through Wimmen’s Comix was 
just seeing the process of these women 
developing as artists and storytellers. 
And seeing different trends through- 


out the ’70s, through the 90s,” McCa- 
rthy says. “Volume 1 obviously has a 
psychedelic influence and really great 
cross-hatching — which was really big 
at that point — also a lot of pop graph- 
ics. In the ’90s, there was a lot of really 
wonderful covers that ... draw on the 
technological developments” like cell- 
phones and personal computers. 
While many issues were in black 
and white with color covers, some 
feature brightly colored stories. 1987's 
WC No. 12 was done entirely in 3D. (It 
might strike some people as a little 


dated, but that could also add to the 
cool factor.) 

Lisa Lyons contributed one story 
to It Ain’t Me Babe, a short tale about 
a garden based off her time living on 
Alcatraz and Telegraph avenues in 
Oakland during the late ’60s. The story 
describes two women: one who loving- 
ly tends a small garden in the ghetto, 
and a rich woman whose lush large 
garden is tended by other people. After 
the revolution, the poor woman takes 
over the larger garden. 

“T look at it now, and I was doing 
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the 1 percent versus the poor back 
then,” Lyons said. “The cartoon seems 
very current to me today, but I was 
sort of embarrassed with the comic 
back then because it was so different 
than everyone else’s.” 

As a working artist on the East 
Coast, Marr said she felt sidelined by 
sexist policies and people who told her 
that girls can’t draw. “This was the first 
time in my life I had been in a room 
with as many people — forget women 
— who were interested in doing comic 
book stories. So I was thrilled.” 


Wimmen’s Comix provided an 
important counterpoint to the “main- 
stream” or academic women’s liberation 
movement — although none of the art- 
ists interviewed for this piece would con- 
sider the feminist movement 
mainstream in the early "70s. In spite 

of stories that tackle heavy subject mat- 
ter, comics as an art could be considered 


} Photo by Jessica Christian 
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inherently lighter-hearted and thus an 
easier entry point to a complex and im- 
portant equality movement. 

A closer read of Joyce Farmer’s 
“Equal Rites!” story (WC No. 6, 1975) 
from the bicentennial issue shows how 
lighthearted fantasy was used to ex- 
plore feminist issues. A coven of witch- 
es holds an annual séance with “herb 
gatherers, masters of abortion,” only to 
get busted by the cops. After tricking 
the fuzz into thinking the séance is a 
birthday bonfire, they continue their 
tradition wholeheartedly. 

While the story affirms the sort of 
pagan spirituality sometimes associ- 
ated with feminism, it also pokes fun. 
After the women are reborn as coven 
members, they pray. Some for women 
to run the world, others for things pre- 
sumably done by men — for bald tires 
to hold on for a few more weeks, for an 
IUD to never fall out (as most gynecol- 
ogists were men in the ’70s) — while 
one prays that another of the witches 
will come home with her. 

Other stories, such as Phoebe 
Gloeckner’s intricately drawn “Magda 
Meets the Little Men in the Woods” 
(WC No. 14, 1989) digs into the psy- 
chology of raising girls to find happi- 
ness in relationships, and in only three 
pages. 

Both a hyperbolic and a realistic de- 
piction of how girls are taught to view 
their adult aspirations, its story focus- 
es on Little Magda as she encounters a 
series of men whom she'll marry. Each 
is abusive, manipulative, or otherwise 
treats her poorly, and after she kicks 
them all to the curb, Magda runs to her 
mother, who soothes her fears of grow- 
ing up by saying that one day she'll 
meet a nice man, have babies, and live 
happily ever after. (Magda is rightfully 
terrified at this picture of growing up.) 


THE CALENDAR 


Looking back, Wimmen’s Comix is 
mostly straight and cisgender, though 
Robbins says that was never a con- 
scious choice. There are a good number 
of queer characters in the anthology, 
and some writers may not have been 
cis women. Because so many submis- 
sions came in envelopes from artists 
who used pen names, it’s also possible 


A glimpse of the many 
action figures Trina 
Robbins has collected 
over the years. 





that Wimmen’s featured gender-non- 
conforming cartoonists. 


Wimmen’s Comix wasn’t the 
only feminist comic on the scene. In 
Southern California, Tits & Clits, co-cre- 
ated by Joyce Farmer, explored female 
sexuality and reacted to the way male 
comic arts depicted women as “objects to 
be fucked or to be destroyed,” as Robbins 
says. Aline Kominsky and Diane 
Noomin would split from Wimmen’s in 
1976 to start Twisted Sisters, an under- 
ground comic that focused more on au- 
tobiography (and which was also 
featured in the film Diary of a Teenage 
Girl). 

“T can’t say that we have a special 
way of thinking, that we’re so much 
more creative or whatever, because 
New York is pretty damn good,” Rob- 
bins says of the strong West Coast 
comics scene. “But it didn’t come from 
New York” — although many West 
Coast artists hailed from back East — 
“it came from California.” 

Although the feminist movement 
was gaining steam, and California’s 
enlightened attitude permeated popu- 
lar culture, Wimmen’s Comix still faced 
sexism and criticism. Robbins cited a 
letter from a feminist who didn't like 
the inclusion of the word “men” in 
the comic’s title — in the final issue, 
the Collective changed the spelling to 
Wimmin’s — and there were yet others 
who just didn’t take comics seriously. 
In a particularly hurtful example, 
feminist magazine Ms. refused to run 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC 





Photo by Jessica Christian 


Wimmen’s ads. 

In the anthology’s introduction, 
Robbins theorized that Ms. — which 
positioned itself as an umbrella femi- 
nist publication co-founded by Gloria 
Steinem, who was a purported fan 
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ERASING THE ESTABLISHMENT Trina Robbins poses 


next to her comics 


of comics — was afraid of getting 
busted for promoting pornography 
following a 1973 Supreme Court rul- 
ing that gave individual towns and 
cities authority over the definition of 
obscenity. 

“Two California shop owners were 
arrested for selling copies of Joyce 
Farmer’s and Lyn Chevely’s Tits & 
Clits,” Robbins wrote in the anthology. 
“That ruling also led to the beginning 
of the end for underground comix, as 
many head shops, afraid of getting 
busted, simply stopped carrying the 
books.” 


If head and comic shops weren’t 
afraid of being busted, many stores 
wouldn’t restock Wimmen’s Comix 
once it sold out. 

“Most of the people who have com- 
ic book stores are fans of comic books 
and whatever sort of comic books 
they’re a fan of, that’s what they’ll 
sell. Very few offer a broad range of 
subject matters,” says Marrs. “They 
would buy a token five women’s com- 
ics and when they'd sell out quickly, 
they wouldn’t get any more. They just 
weren't interested in dealing with that 
clientele.” 

In 1992, Wimmen’s fell prey to the 
same issues as most underground 
comics — lack of money-making dis- 
tribution, an industry emphasis on 
superhero comics, and general target 
audience of men under age 30 — and 
stopped publishing. Many Wimmen’s 
contributors and Collective members 
kept making art: Robbins continues to 
make comics in San Francisco; Marrs 
went on to make the popular Pudge, 
Girl Blimp comic and still draws and 
teaches locally; Lyons is a political car- 
toonist on the East Coast; and “Hur- 
ricane” Nancy has a YouTube channel 
for her work called Krazi Kartoon. 

“It was very sad to see [Wimmen’s 
Comix] go, but we had no alterna- 
tive. I think that many of us were on 
to other projects; it wasn’t that it was 
the only thing we had,” Robbins says. 
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While the feminist under- in her San Francisco 
ground-comics scene remains un- home. 
known to many, Wimmen’s Comix had —— 


an undeniable impact on today’s pro- 
lific independent comics community. 
The Hernandez brothers, authors of 
the acclaimed Love and Rockets series, 
which focuses on the often intertwin- 
ing lives of Latina women, were likely 
influenced by Wimmen’s. There are 
also more female voices in comics and 
more women who aren't relegated to 
just writing female stories because of 
the Collective’s pioneering work. 

“I think for so many women with a 
visual artistry bent, their first under- 
standing of the world and themselves 
is through pen and paper, through 
mark-making, the act of journaling, 
and having your own small book,” Mc- 
Carthy says. “I think making comics is 
such an incredible way for women to 
get a grip on who they are and what 
their story is.” 

The internet has also played a 
large role in changing the conversa- 
tion around women in comics. Online 
groups and social media have made 
the idea of any single place being 
an underground-comics mecca less 
necessary, and have simultaneously 
increased communication among art- 
ists in disparate places. Additionally, 
reboots of Marvel comics such as Jes- 
sica Jones and Daredevil that stream 
on Netflix have ushered in a new wave 
of comics fans — people who don’t 
necessarily have to set foot in a comic 
shop. 

Marrs expects the anthology will 
be both “accepted more and critiqued 
more” for its content and style. And 
she’s not far off base — universities 
in Oregon, Colorado, Ohio and Illinois 
offer online or in-person courses on 
comic history or comic art. Locally, 
California College of the Arts offers a 
master’s program in comics. In New 
Jersey, The Kubert School has a three- 
year intensive program on cartooning. 

Regardless, the history of Wim- 
men’s Comix provides an important 
link between female artists past and 
present that might otherwise go unac- 
knowledged. 

“Most of the histories of comics 
have been written by men and they 
don’t even see the women; it’s like 
they’re wearing blinders,” Robbins 
says of women cartoonists, whose 
history goes back to the golden age 
of comics in the late ’30s to early 
50s with artists such as Lily Renée 
and even further with Nell Brinkley, 

a New York illustrator and cartoon- 
ist who created “the Brinkley Girl” 
around 1913 in response to staid 
Gibson Girl drawings from late in the 
prior century. 

“Women things, female-oriented 
things are all too often considered by 
the scholars in whatever art form as 
trivial,” Robbins says. “It is their opin- 
ion that makes the canons.” 


Feeback@sfweekly.com 
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Fri 7/8 | Visual art 


BEYOND THEBLOOM 


British artist Rebecca Louise Law creates 
installations that consist of thousands of 
flowers, but, unlike florist-made arrange- 
ments, they are not designed to be dis- 
carded when the petals start drooping. 
Law’s works double as contemplation 
pieces that involve the 
viewer in the natural phases 
of the life of the flowers, as 
they progress from bloom- 
ing to wilting to drying, 
while keeping much of their | 
vibrant color. In so doing, 
these installations enrich 
our perception of the na- 
ture of flowers and their 
beauty and allow floral art 
to transcend the decorative. 
Last year, Law displayed an 
ambitious installation in 
Times Square’s Viacom building, and now 
she is making her U.S. gallery debut in 
San Francisco. Her site-specific The 
Beauty of Decay contains 8,000 cop- 
per-wire-entwined flowers that descend 
from 20-foot ceilings. Over its four-week 
duration, the installation will decay, and, 
in the intimacy of the gallery environ- 
ment, it should inspire viewers to con- 
sider floral material in deeper ways. After 
the show closes, Law will use the flowers, 
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in dried form, in new artwork. 

Rebecca Louise Law’s The Beauty of 
Decay opens Friday, July 8, with an art- 
ist reception at 6 p.m., and continues 
through Friday, Aug. 5, at Chandran 
Gallery, 459 Geary St., S.F. Free; 415- 
286-9537 or chandrangallery.com. 
Anita Katz 


Sun 7/10| Cartoons 


DOWN CHUCK 
JONES’ 
WABBIT HOLE 


This looks like a fun one. 
Chuck Jones — the 20th 
century animator who 
brought Bugs Bunny, 
Daffy Duck, the Road 
Runner, Wile E. Coyote, 
and other still-enjoyed cartoon characters 
to onscreen life — is the subject of a cele- 
bratory program and movie screening. 
Working for Warner Bros. in the 1940s 
and 1950s — now considered animation’s 
golden age — Jones directed Looney 
Tunes and Merrie Melodies short car- 
toons that starred the above-cited ani- 
mated characters and created some of 
those creatures as well. He received four 
Oscars. Robin Williams called him the “Or- 


A Salute to 
huck Jones 








son Welles of cartoons.” Those attending 
A Salute to Chuck Jones on Sunday can 
expect to see more than a dozen classic 
Jones shorts — What’s Opera, Doc? (star- 
ring Bugs Bunny, “I hunt wabbits” nemesis 
Elmer Fudd, and the music of Wagner), 
One Froggy Evening (with Michigan J. 
Frog), and Duck Amuck (with Daffy Duck) 
among them. Special guests are on the bill, 
introducing cartoons and attending a 
post-show VIP reception. Proceeds benefit 
the Cartoon Art Museum and the Chuck 
Jones Center for Creativity. 

A Salute to Chuck Jones takes place 
from noon to 3 p.m. Sunday, July 10, at 
the Castro Theatre, 429 Castro St., S.F. 
$17-$150; cartoonart.org or castrothe- 
atre.com. Anita Katz 


Mon 7/11| Strip shows 


BOD SQUAD 


Deep it isn’t, but Broadway Bares SF: 
Tech Tails has got to be, as Monday night- 
life goes, the hottest and bawdiest A-list 
entertainment in town. Presented locally 
by the Richmond/Ermet Aids Foundation 
and based on the Broadway Bares project 
— founded by Tony-winning choreogra- 
pher Jerry Mitchell in 1992 — the event is 
a vaudeville-style strip show in which doz- 
ens of charitably minded, enviable-bodied 
big-time stage performers disrobe to raise 
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Broadway Bares SF: Tech Tails Monday 
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dollars for HIV/AIDS services. Cast mem- 
bers of Tech Tails — Broadway Bares’ San 
Francisco debut — include Broadway and 
TV stars Jai Rodriguez (Queer Eye, Malibu 
Country) and Randy Harrison (Queer as 
Folk), recording artist David Hernandez 
(American Idol), reality TV star Cassandra 
Cass (Transcendence), and members of the 
Broadway touring cast of Cabaret. The eve- 
ning benefits REAF and Broadway Cares/ 
Equity Fights AIDS. 

Broadway Bares SF: Tech Tails is set 
for 7:30 p.m. Monday, July 11, at Club 
Fugazi, 678 Green St., S.F. $30-$100; 
415-421-4222 or reaf.org. Anita Katz 


Wed 7/13 | Books 
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tively, as “vicious, funny, cunning, 
ruthless, explicit” (Kirkus) and as an “illu- 
minating view of hell as a nightclub that 
never closes” (The New York Times). An 
“unbeatable double feature for the fear- 
less” is what Wild at Heart author Barry 
Gifford called the two books combined. 
Soracco is now releasing a new novel, 
Come to Me. In it, just-released Gina re- 
turns to San Francisco, where an old friend 
has a rooming house that welcomes fe- 
male devotees of Santeria, a faith brought 
to the Western world by African slaves. 
Magic, love, and some of human nature’s 
darker forces happen. “Raising the rum 
bottle to the night sky in cheerful saluta- 
tion she took a healthy swallow,” Soracco 


ceemeeeieie writes in chapter one. 
y i, "-"=» : Current and potential 
SIN S CITY “rw an sauace fans can hear more 
Sin Soracco creates we nesday from Soracco herself 
novels featuring at her San Francisco 
womens prisons, launch party. 


female ex-cons, city 
grit, and noir fan- 
tasy written ina 
hardboiled style 
that’s vivid with 
rhyme and San 
Francisco vibes. 
Soracco’s cult-popu- 
lar Low Bite and 
Edge City were de- 
scribed, respec- 
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Sin Soracco 
launches Come to Me 
at 7 p.m. Wednes- 
day, July 13, at the 
Green Arcade, 1680 
Market St., S.E Free; 
415-431-6800 or 
thegreenarcade.com. 
Anita Katz 
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fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
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following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
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ART - GALLERIES 


Alter Space. Can't Fix Broken: Alter Space 
presents Can't Fix Broken, new work by 
Mitra Saboury and Derek Paul Boyle. Can't 
Fix Broken suggests points of theatricality 
in the ordinary. Living and exposing the com- 
forts and exhaustion of routine, Saboury and 
Boyle present a series of works set against 
the scene of their relationship, as objects 
become characters and the habitat forms 
a stage. Through July 23. Free. alterspace. 
co/exhibitions/mitra-saboury-and-derek- 
paul-boyle/. 1158 Howard, San Francisco, 
415-735-1158, alterspace.co. 

Berkeley Art Center. | Look for Clues in 
Your Dreams: Berkeley Art Center Agility 
Projects is pleased to present | Look for 
Clues in Your Dreams, a group exhibition 
curated by Heather Marx, featuring Bay 
Area artists: Leo Bersamina, Chris Duncan, 
Kristin Farr, Jenny Sharaf, Victoria Wagner 
and Amber Jean Young. Through site-spe- 
cific installations, sculpture, painting and 
mixed-media assemblages, the artists ex- 
amine the elemental spirit of the American 
West. Wednesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through July 17. Free. info@berke- 
leyartcenter.org. www.berkeleyartcenter. 
org/#/exhibitions2016/. 1275 Walnut, Berke- 
ley, 510-644-6893, berkeleyartcenter.org. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. 
Laura Owens: Ten Paintings: The centerpiece 
is an immersive installation of silkscreened, 
flocked, painted & hand-printed wallpaper 
that covers every wall of the main gallery. 
Reception Thursday, April 28, 6:30-8:30pm, 
on view April 28 through July 23, 2016 
Through July 23. Free. 360 Kansas, San 
Francisco, 415-355-9670, wattis.org. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works 
by Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by 
vernacular 19th-century memorials and the 
influence of industrialized printmaking on 
images of memory and domesticity. Prints, 
paintings, glass etchings, and embroidery 
pieces combine cemetery grave imagery 
with monograms. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 510-849-8935. 
www.care-gtu.org. 1798 Scenic, Berkeley, 
510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 

Creativity Explored. Ripe: Artists with de- 
velopmental disabilities dig into one of the 
life's most luscious subjects: food in Ripe, an 
exhibition at Creativity Explored. Through 
July 20. Free. www.creativityexplored.org/. 
3245 16th St., San Francisco, 415-863-2108, 
creativityexplored.org. 

David Brower Center. Common Ground: A 
Celebration of Our National Parks: On 
the 100th anniversary of the National 
Park System, this multimedia exhibition 
observes art’s crucial role in preserving 
our parks, as well as the notion that parks 
are “America’s Best Idea,” through the 
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lens of 20 Bay Area artists. Saturdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Sept. 8. FREE ($10 
suggested donation). www.browercenter. 
org/common-ground. 2150 Allston Way, 
Berkeley, 510-809-0900, browercenter.org. 


FFDG. On Silent Haunches: Group painting 


show featuring Nicholas Bohac, Michelle 
Fleck, Emily Proud, and Jenny Sharaf. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. 2277 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-500-2166, ffdg.net. 


Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show 


featuring Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, 
Smithe, and Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. 252 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-252- 
9144, fifty24sf.com. 


The Flight Deck. KIN: A Gallery Show: By 


blood or by choice, to whom are you bound? 
Ragged Wing Ensemble continues our KIN 
season with a gallery show with Edythe 
Boone, Erik LaDue, Lance O'Dell, Amy 
Sass, Rebecca Schultz, and Marlene Tobias. 
Opening party Friday June 3 from 5-8pm 
with performances of “You Are Not Here” 
by the Ragged Wing Professional Appren- 
tices. Fridays, 4-6 p.m.; Thursdays, 12:30-3 
p.m. Continues through July 30. Free. www. 
raggedwing.org. 1540 Broadway, Oakland, 
510-479-0710, theflightdeck.org. 


FraenkelLAB. Richard T. Walker: Contingency 


of an Afterthought: Walker employs a variety 
of media, including video, music, photog- 
raphy, and performance to explore and 
question the experience of the individual 
within the natural landscape. Featured 
at FraenkelLAB will be a series of new 
works, including neon sculptures, light 
box installations, photographic collages, 
and a single-channel video projection. 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-9 p.m.; Saturdays, 
12-8 p.m. Continues through July 16. https:// 
fraenkelgallery.com/exhibitions/r-t-walker. 
1632 Market, San Francisco. 


George Lawson Gallery. Michael Voss - Eight 


Paintings: George Lawson Gallery will pres- 
ent in a middle gallery eight new works by 
New York painter Michael Voss, his second 
solo with the gallery. Through July 16, 11:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. www.georgelawsongallery. 
com/. 315 Potrero, San Francisco, 415-703- 
4400, georgelawsongallery.com. 


Hashimoto Contemporary. Crystal Wagner 


- ‘Microcosm’: Hashimoto Contemporary 
is pleased to welcome back represented 
artist Crystal Wagner for her second solo 
show at the gallery. Titled “Microcosm”, 
our July exhibition consists of new and 
recent paper sculptures. Through July 
23. www.hashimotocontemporary.com/ 
crystal-wagner-microcosm/. 804 Sutter, 
San Francisco, 415-655-9265, hashimoto- 
contemporary.com. 


Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Portraiture: A 


Group Photography Exhibition: Featuring 
diverse and world-renowned photographers, 
whose portraits reflect their personal and 
cultural identity. Opening reception May 
5, 5:30-7:30pm, Exhibition May 5 - July 9, 
2016; Tuesday - Friday 10am to 6pm; Sat- 
urdays 10am to 5pm Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through July 9. Free. 464 Sutter, 
San Francisco, 415-677-0770, jenkinsjohn- 
songallery.com. 


The McLoughlin Gallery. Abstraction: A 


group exhibition of Will Day, Colin McRae, 
Jeff Muhs, Sarah Ratchye, Una Ryan, and 
Doug Thielscher. The process of abstrac- 
tion, reducing objects from recognizable 
forms to flurries of identifiable shape and 
color, is at the heart of this exhibition. By 
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Music 


SOUND AFFECTS 


As the musical genius behind the 
soundtracks for Jaws, Harry Pot- 
ter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, 
Raider of the Lost Ark, Jurassic 
Park, Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind, E.T., the Extra-Terrestrial, 
and, of course, Star Wars, John 
Williams occupies a singular 
niche in the American psyche. 





Last month, when the five-time Oscar winner received the American Film Insti- 
tute Life Achievement Award, he was feted by everyone from Kobe Bryant to 
Steven Spielberg, who said, “Without John Williams ... there is no Force. Dino- 
saurs do not walk the Earth. We do not wonder. We do not weep.” A bit of Holly- 
wood hyperbole to be sure, but Williams has proven time and again that music, 
like scent, can transport us through time and space, conjuring fear and cold 
sweat within a few notes, eliciting hope, courage, and grand aspirations within a 
bar. In a world where symphonic scores are on the wane, Williams is a giant. No 
surprise, then, that programs like San Francisco Symphony’s The Music of John 
Williams fill halls to capacity with some unlikely patrons. Tonight promises all 
the big themes (and hopefully a comic interlude from Gilligan’s Island). 

The Music of John Williams starts at 7:30 p.m. at Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness Ave., S.F. $35-$169; 415-864-6000 or sfsymphony.org. Silke 
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Music 


Flower Piano, 12 magical days with 
12 pianos hidden in the gardens, 
allows for incredible weekend 
performances as well as copious free 
time when any player may tickle the 
ivories amid 55 blooming acres 
starting at 7:30 a.m. through July 18 
at Conservatory of Flowers, 100 John 
F, Kennedy Drive, S.F. Free-$8; 415- 
831-2090 or conservatoryofflowers. 
org. 


Art 


Somewhere, an exhibit of 
disarming paintings by French graffiti 
artist Lou Ros, opens at 5:30 p.m. and 
continues through Aug. 27 at Dolby 
Chadwick Gallery, 210 Post St., S.F 
Free; 415-956-3560 or 
dolbychadwickgallery.com. 


Concert Movie 


Stop Making Sense, Jonathan 
Demme's skillful exposition of three 
Talking Heads’ shows shot in 1983, 
screens at 7:30 p.m. at Nourse 
Theater, 275 Hayes St., S.F. $8; 415- 
392-4400 or cityarts.net. 


Art 


The Black Woman is God: 
Reprogramming That God Code, 
an exhibit of 60 intergenerational 
artists, opens with a procession of 
female Djemba drummers and a dance 
performance by Sister Nau-T Agu at 6 
p.m. through Aug. 17 at SOMArts 
Cultural Center, 934 Brannan Street, 
S.F Free; 415-522-2131 or somarts. 
org. 














FRIDAY 7/8 


Comic Art Talk 


Tom Neely, the brilliant comic book 
artist behind the cult hit Henry & 
Glenn Forever about the undying love, 
machismo, and music shared by 
Henry Rollins and Glenn Danzig, 
speaks at 6:30 p.m. at California 
College of the Arts, 1111 Eighth St., 
S.F. Free; 415-703-9500 or cca.edu. 


Doc 

Nuts!, a visually imaginative 
documentary about inventor, 
huckster, and failed politician Dr. 
John Romulus Brinkley, who claimed 
to cure human impotence in 1917 by 
transplanting goat testicles, opens at 
noon through July 15 at Alamo 
Drafthouse and other Bay Area 
locations, 2550 Mission St., S.F. 
$9.25-$13.25; 415-549-5959 or 
nutsthefilm.com. 


Dance 


Shades of Love: Padams & 
Javalis, poems from South India 
interpreted through classical dance by 
Ganesh Vasudeva and Snigdha 
Venkatramani, starts with live music 
at 7:30 p.m. at Red Poppy Art House, 
2698 Folsom St., S.F. $15; 650-731- 
5383 or redpoppyarthouse.org. 


Theater 


Shrek: The Musical, the Oscar- 
winning tale of a harmless ogre, 
smartass donkey, and gutsy princess, 
hits the stage under the stars witha 
live orchestra at 8 p.m. through July 
17 at Woodminster Amphitheater, 
3300 Joaquin Miller Road, Oakland. 
$28-$64; 510-531-9597 or 
woodminster.com. 


Photos by Kathy Kahn 
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Art Lecture 


Allison Smith, a visual artist who 
uses colonial furniture, quilting, Civil 
War reenactments, anda keen wit to 
explore American identity and 
patriotism, presents a talk titled “A 
Different Sort of Repeating” at 6:30 
p.m. at San Francisco Art Institute, 
800 Chestnut St., S.F. Free; 415-771- 
7020 or sfai.edu. 


Art 


Wyrde San Francisco, a group show that celebrates the characters and 
character of this city, opens at 6 p.m. through July 8 at Art Attack SF, 2722 Hyde 
St., S.E Free; 415-814-3136 or artattacksf.com. 


Dance 


SKETCH 6: Use Your Words, new works inspired by poems, literature, and 
song lyrics, are presented by ballet makers Val Caniparoli, Amy Seiwert, and 
Nicole Haskins at 8 p.m. through July 10 at Cowell Theater, 2 Marina Blvd., S.F. 
$35; 415-345-7575 or fortmason.org. 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT& DRINK MUSIC 


abstracting traditional subject matter, or 
simply avoiding it all together, these artists 
are exploring the creative process as they 
strive towards comprehending the fabric of 
our makeup. July 7-Aug. 31. 49 Geary Ste. 
200, San Francisco, mgart.com. 

Modern Eden. Erika Sanada: Cover My Eyes 
Opening Reception: The latest solo exhibi- 
tion of new ceramic sculptures by gallery 
artist Erika Sanada. In this new series, 
Sanada introduces birds of prey alongside 
her favored canine subjects. July 9-30. 
Free. www.moderneden.com/pages/cover- 
my-eyes. 801 Greenwich, San Francisco, 
415-956-3303, moderneden.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. Detroit: Unbroken 
Down, photographs by Dave Jordano: Dave 
Jordano returns to his hometown of Detroit 
to document the people who still live in one 
of the country’s most economically chal- 
lenging cities. “Detroit: Unbroken Down” 
is not about what has been destroyed but 
what's been behind and those who left to 
cope with it. Through July 26, 6-8 p.m. Fee. 
www.raykophoto.com. 428 Third St., San 
Francisco, 415-495-3773, raykophoto.com. 


COMEDY 


Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 
local comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, 
bestofsfstandup.com. The Variety Preview 
Room (The Hobart Building), 582 Market, 
San Francisco, 415-781-3893, varietync.org/ 
screening-room. 

Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: 
Because when it comes to doing laundry, 
laughter makes your clothes’ whites whiter 
and colors brighter. That’s just science, duh. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., free. Brainwash 
Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa 
Bravo, and Scott Simpson offer comedians 
(and audiences) a chance to unburden their 
minds at this regular night of stand-up. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy. 
com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at 
it). Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 
Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-567-5589. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round 
comedy tournament featuring eight co- 
medians all competing to be chosen as the 
champion. Unlike any other comedy show 
in the Bay Area, we give the power to the 
audience to choose who they want to see 
continue. Comedians literally live and die 
by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian Will 
Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., 
$10, https://www.facebook.com/sfcome- 
dymachine. The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 
Jackson St., San Francisco. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony 
Sparks. Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash 
Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fri- 
days, 8 p.m. Balancoire, 2565 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-920-0577, balancoiresf.com. 

Comedy Oasis: Hosted by Juan Medina. Second 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., $5. Oasis, 
298 11th St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-643-3373, www.lostweek- 
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Theater 


MY COUNTRY, TIS 
OF THEE 


In 2008, actor Dan Hoyle left the 
cultural safety of liberal San 
Francisco in a Ford camper van 
equipped with bottled water, a 
camping stove, cold cuts, cheap 
beer, anda selection of American 
flag T-shirts in search of the 


Heartland. A love letter to small-town America was Hoyle’s aim, but amid 
friendly conversations and shared meals, he could feel the undertow of populist 
rage. By the time his aptly-titled one-man show The Real Americans hit the 
stage, we were all-too-familiar with Sarah Palin’s invocation of the phrase as a 
line between urban and rural communities. Like a psychological travelogue, 
Hoyle’s show attempts to bring the truth home. As a master of accents, he intro- 
duces us to a whole cast of characters — coal miners, car mechanics, drug deal- 
ers, anti-war veterans, a closeted gay Christian fundamentalist — who are by 
turns funny, frustrating, admirable, and outraging, and each is treated with curi- 
osity and respect. With Trump on the campaign trail, such attitudes are in very 
short supply, so Hoyle decided to hit the road again, revisiting those old acquain- 
tances and adding material from conversations in the city. 

The Real Americans starts at 8:30 p.m., and runs through Aug. 27 at 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia St., S.E $25-$35; 415-282-3055 or themarsh. 


org. Silke Tudor 
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Art 


Cover My Eyes, an exhibition of 
new sculptures by Erika Sanada, 
challenge old ideas about ceramics at 
6:30 p.m. through July 30 at Modern 
Eden Gallery, 801 Greenwich St., S.F 
Free; 415-956-3303 or moderneden. 
com. 


Music Festival 


Phono del Sol, an eclectic music and 
food festival, features synth-pop duo 
Chairlift, Italian/Senegalese rapper 
Adam Vida, Norwegian chanteuse Mr. 
Little Jeans, Canadian cassette lovers 
Alvvays, and others at noon at Potrero 
de Sol Park, 25th and Utah 

Streets, S.F $40; 415-831-2700 or 
phonodelsol.com. 


Comedy 


Elect to Laugh, anew one-man 
show by Will Durst, takes aim at the 
outrageous political landscape at 8 
p.m. at Rhythmix Culture Works, 
2513 Blanding Ave., Alameda. $20- 
$25; 510-865-5060 or rhythmix.org. 


Art 


Blues Blues, Slower Than My 
Heart Beat, an exhibit by Seattle- 
based artist Robert Hardgrave, who 
creates collages out of photocopies, 
cannibalized drawings, and found 
photographs, opens at 11 a.m. 
through Aug. 31 at Gallery 16, 501 
Third St., S.F Free; 415-626-7495 or 
gallery16.com. 


endvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

Doc's Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to 
the North Beach space formerly occupied 
by landmark nightclub The Purple Onion — 
and this weekly open mic means that you, 
too, can share the same stage where Lenny 
Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 p.m., free. 
Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 
415-649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry 
musical sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
9 p.m., free, duelingpianosatfoleys.com. 
Johnny Foley's Irish House, 243 O'Farrell 
St., San Francisco, 415-954-0777, johnny- 
foleys.com. 

Godfrey's Reality Check & Talent Extrava- 
ganza: A wacky talent showcase with host 
Meredith Godfrey. Second Saturday of every 
month, 8 p.m., free. The Hearth, 4701 Geary 
Blvd., San Francisco, 415-751-0200. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn 
Vigh. Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 
500 Castro, San Francisco, 415-431-4278, 
harveyssf.com. 

H#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy 
presented by True Hustle Entertainment. 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m., truehustleentertain- 
ment.com. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, 
with all genders welcome (but misogyny 
most definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 
298 11th St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

lan Bagg: Thu., July 7, 8 p.m.; Fri., July 8, 8 & 
10 p.m.; Sat., July 9, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 
415-397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

The Kinsey Sicks: Electile Dysfunction: Join 
The Kinsey Sicks as Rachel, Trampolina, 
Trixie, and Winnie campaign to become 
the first Dragapella® Beautyshop Quartet 
to be elected President of the United 
States on the Republican ticket. The gals 
make a triumphant return to their home 
of San Francisco to take (a) back America 
by out-pandering, out-conspiracy theoriz- 
ing, and out-outlandishing even the most 
cynical of the current crop of Presidential 
candidates. Sat., July 9, 8-10 p.m., $25-$50, 
kinseysicks.com. Herbst Theatre, 401 Van 
Ness, San Francisco, 415-392-4400, www. 
sfwmpac.org/herbst/ht_index.html. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 
510-834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

Louis C.K.: Fri., July 8, 7 & 10:30 p.m., Sold Out. 
Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, San 
Francisco, 510-548-3010, apeconcerts.com. 

Louis C.K.: Sat., July 9, 7 p.m., $50-$65. Oracle 
Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland, 510-569- 
2121, coliseum.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced 
by Griffin Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, 
griffindaley.com. Melt!, 700 Columbus, San 
Francisco, 415-392-9290, melt-cafe.com. 

Milkin’ It!: Local and national comics hosted 
by Jules Posner. Second and Third Tuesday 
of every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 
1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

The Mission Position Presents: Louis Katz: 
Check out one San Francisco's longest 
running and most popular stand-up comedy 


SUNDAY 


showcases, at the Alamo Drafthouse! The 
Mission Position is a popular independent 
comedy showcase, hosted by two of San 
Francisco's most accomplished comedians 
— Adrian McNair and Irene Tu. Every month, 
we'll be bringing a dynamite lineup to Alamo 
Drafthouse’s intimate theater, for a show 
that provides club-level talent without irri- 
tating drink minimums or filler comics. Wed., 
July 13, 8 p.m., $15, https://www.facebook. 
com/events/1577743615858337/. Alamo 
Drafthouse, 2550 Mission St, San Francisco, 
415-549-5959, https://drafthouse.com/sf/ 
theater/new-mission. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up com- 
edy showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate 
Willett, Jessica Sele, Richard Toomer, and 
Torio Van Grol. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, mis- 
sionpositionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-643-3373, 
www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by 
Michael Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The 
Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 415- 
142-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Monday Happy Hour Comedy: Cara Tramon- 
tano hosts this free monthly stand-up show- 
case. Second Monday of every month, 7 p.m., 
free/donation, mondayhappyhourcomedy. 
com. The Royale, 800 Post, San Francisco, 
415-441-4099, theroyalesf.com. 

Mortified: Storytelling series where authors 
perform works from their own teenage 
journals, poems, schoolwork, and other 
embarrassing youth paraphernalia. Sec- 
ond Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
$15-$21, getmortified.com. DNA Lounge, 
375 11th St., San Francisco, 415-626-1409, 
dnalounge.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with 
hosts Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Satur- 
days, 11:59 p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan 
Cronin) plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., 
free, nightlifeonmars.com. Murphy's Pub, 
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Robot Happy Hour 


Cocktail Robotics Grand 
Challenge, a harrowing trial to find 
a winning robot bartender, includes 
Beerbot, N.E. Bree-8, TARB 2.0 
(Totally Analog Robotic Bartender), 
Chassis, the Manhattan Project, Tea 
Engine, and the Volcano God 
preparing libations at 5 p.m. at DNA 
Lounge, 375 11th St., S.F $12-$16 
(includes two drink tickets); 415-626- 
1409 or dnalounge.com 


Music 


Mexrrissey, an all-star tribute in 
which Morrissey meets mariachi, 
features Calexico’s Sergio Mendoza 
and the Mexico Institute of Sound’s 
Camilo Lara at 8 p.m. at Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco, 
3200 California St., S.E $28; 415-292- 
UZ SS or icestore 


217 Kearny St., San Francisco, 415-693-9588. 
OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 

p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 

415-896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly 
comedy podcast with host Pam Benjamin and 
a live audience. Fridays, 8 p.m., free, face- 
book.com/PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. 
Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San Francisco, 
mutinyradio.fm. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tourna- 
ment. Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleon- 
ionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, 415-955-1916, 
kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion Presents: Dulce Sloan 
& Pals: Sat., July 9, 8-9:30 p.m., $12- 
$15, https://www.facebook.com/ 
events/1708657829383336/. The Purple On- 
ion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., San Francisco. 

Real Live Comedians: Second Wednesday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $10 advance, face- 
book.com/RealLiveComedians. PianoFight, 
144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816-3691, 
pianofight.com. 

Road to the Funny Fest 2016 Comedy Com- 
petition!: The Road to the Funny Fest 2016 
runs thru September 12th with the top 
comics winning a paid spot in The Funny 
Fest 2016. Mondays, 7:30 p.m. Continues 
through Aug. 15, Free. Brainwash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 
415-861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by 
Medicine Bug and comedy by Affirmative 
Action Heroes, plus guests. Thursdays, 8 
p.m., $5-$20, facebook.com/medicinebug. 
Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415- 
387-6455, milksf.com. 

Sad Comedy: Comedy House Show with Free 
Soup: Sad Comedy is Oakland's DIY comedy 
show that features a lineup of some of the 
Bay Area's best comedians, a new musical 
act every month, and a hearty helping of 
free, vegan homemade soup for every audi- 
ence member. Second Friday of every month, 
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Sport 


American Tripps, a Berlin-style 
ping-pong night, promises DJs 
Beauregard and Nutzeffekt spinning 
Berlin favorites while you play hard at 
6 p.m. at Pop’s Bar, 2400 24th St., S.F. 
Free; 415-872-5160 or popssf.com. 
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Music 


THEBOSS 


Among the great American divas, 
Diana Ross is, perhaps, the great- 
est. As a founding member of the 
Supremes, she fronted Motown’s 
most popular act (and one of the 
best-selling female groups of all 
time), paving what had been a 
very rough road for every R&B 
singer to come. Her first solo sin- 
gle, “Ain't No Mountain High 
Enough,” pushed the margins yet 
again, earning Ross a Grammy 
nomination as a pop star. One 





hundred million records and 69 hits later, she was declared the most successful 
female musical artist in history. All of which is to say, there will be no shortage of 
great songs (or costume changes) during Ross’ In the Name of Love Tour. But 
given recent events in Orlando, “I’m Coming Out” will be particularly trium- 
phant. Since its inception, the unofficial gay anthem has served as Ross’ opening 
salvo, weaving as she does through the crowd, wrapped in some outrageous 
oversized mantle. Reportedly, this will be the most recent song she will perform, 
but at 72, Ross has nothing to prove. You will hang on every note and swoon 


with her little nonchalant shrug. 


Diana Ross performs at 8 p.m. at SHN Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market 
St., S.E $72-$298; 888-746-1799 or shnsf.com. Silke Tudor 





8 p.m., Free with RSVP, sadcomedyrsvp@ 
gmail.com, www.sadcomedy.eventbrite.com. 
Sycamore Co-Op, 737 Sycamore St, Oakland. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground impro- 
visational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882- 
9100, sheltontheater.org. 

The Setup: A stand-up comedy show in the 
heart of San Francisco that features come- 
dians from around the country as well as 
local rising stars. Saturdays, 8-9:30 p.m., 
$5. The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Poetry 


Poems for People's Rights, a 
program by the Revolutionary Poets 
Brigade, features lines, rhymes, and 
verse by 16 poets and community 
leaders, including Jorge Molina, Jack 
Hirschman, Dorothy Payne, and 
Francisco Herrera, at 7 p.m. at First 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 1187 
Franklin St., S.E Free; 415-642-8066 
or laborfest.net. 


415-742-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of 
local laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 
415-397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
punchlines at this interactive and sponta- 
neous comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., 
$5, endgamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Shit Talk: Featuring comedians from around 
the Bay Area and special guests. Hosted by 


Yuri Kagan. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Free. Oasis, 
298 11th St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

So You Think You Can Lap Dance?: A half- 
dozen contestants try their hands (and 
hips) at performing improvised lap dances 
on volunteers, with the audience choosing 
which one wins a totally sweet $25 gift 
certificate to Ross Dress for Less. Second 
Friday of every month, 10:30 p.m., $15-$20. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415- 
816-3691, pianofight.com. 

The Something Something Shindig: Second 
Monday of every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk 
Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387- 
6455, milksf.com. 

Storking Comedy: Stand-Up at a Music 
Venue: Storking Comedy showcases the 
funniest up and coming Bay Area comedians. 
The show also features hilarious interviews 
with each performer. Live music often fol- 
lows the comedy show at 9:30 pm. All com- 
edy audience members receive a discounted 
cover charge to see the bands. Thursdays, 
7:30-9 p.m., Free, sadcomedyrsvp@gmail. 
com, www.storkclubcomedy.eventbrite. 
com. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 

The Tabernacle: A weekly stand-up showcase 
hosted by 3 of San Francisco's hardest 
working comedians: Steve Post, Allison 
Mick, and Jim McVeigh. Each Wednesday, 
The Tabernacle features a strong, fresh, 
line-up of local heavy-hitters, bigger names 
you've seen on TV, and other out-of-town 
visitors. Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m., $5-$10, 
facebook.com/tabernaclesf. PianoFight, 
144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816-3691, 
pianofight.com. 

This Week’s Show: Fresh standup from the 
best comics in the Bay Area and beyond at 
San Francisco's top sports bar and nightclub- 
-all for less than the price of a movie ticket. 
Wednesdays, 8-10 p.m., $10. Fort One Bar & 
Lounge, 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco, 
415-671-8081, fortisf.com. 

Toomtastic Tuesdays: Comedy open mic 
night with Richard Toomer et vous. Second 
Tuesday of every month, 7 p.m., free. Brain- 
wash Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San 
Francisco, 415-861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tues- 
days, 6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy. 
tumblir.com. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-970-0012, amnesiathebar. 
com. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 8 
p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 142 
Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open 
mic hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 
p.m. The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 
415-742-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Will Durst in Elect to Laugh 2016: Join 
five-time Emmy nominee Will Durst for 
Elect to Laugh 2016, an all-new one-man 
show stalking this year's gotta-see-it-to- 
believe-it presidential election cycle. Ably 
assisted by his trusty overhead projector, 
this hilarious 80-minute set reflects Durst's 
outraged and outrageous sensibilities, 
accessing the topical through the jugular, 
as current as Bernie Sanders’ lead staffer's 
latest tweet. Sat., July 9, 8-10 p.m., $20-$25, 
www.rhythmix.org/events/will-durst-elect- 
to-laugh.html. Rhythmix Cultural Works, 
2513 Blanding, Alameda, 510-865-5060, 
rhythmix.org. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames 


Improv makes fun of your romantic foibles 
for free at this long-running weekly comedy 
catharsis. Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with 
RSVP, endgamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Backgammon with Jesse Ball: Long-time 
Green Apple favorite Jesse Ball joins us for a 
special celebration of his latest novel, How 
to Set a Fire and Why. Unlike a traditional 
reading, this one will heavily feature back- 
gammon, which Jesse and his interlocutor 
will play while talking about his work. Tue., 
July 12, 7:30-9 p.m., Free, https://www. 
facebook.com/events/1210798402264833/. 
Green Apple Books on the Park, 1231 Ninth 
Ave., San Francisco, 415-742-5833, greenap- 
plebooks.com. 

Bill Lascher: Supported by historical research, 
extensive interviews, and personal letters, 
Bill Lascher recreates the thrilling odyssey 
of two newlyweds and journalists in the 
South Pacific during World War II. Eve of 
a Hundred Midnights is a tale of daring 
reportage at great personal risk, and of 
an enduring romance that blossomed in 
the shadow of war. Sat., July 9, 12:30-2 
p.m., Free, www.bookpassage.com/event/ 
bill-lascher-eve-hundred-midnights-san- 
francisco. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building 
Ste. 42, San Francisco, 415-835-1020, book- 
passage.com. 

Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry 
open mic with a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 
p.m., free/donation. EastSide Arts Alliance, 
2277 International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, 
eastsideartsalliance.com. 

Leah Lax: In Uncovered, Leah Lax tells her 


What you need to 
know about YOUR 


DIVORCE OPTIONS 


Divorce Options is a 3 hour 
educational workshop offered 
monthly, equally appropriate if you 
are married or a state registered 
domestic partner, and whether you 
have children or not. 


Divorce Options is presented on 
the first Saturday of each month and 
once a quarter on Tuesday evenings 
by a panel of collaboratively trained 
attorneys, financial professionals 
and mental health professionals, 
who are members of: 


Collaborative Practice 
San Francisco. 


SATURDAY AUGUST 6, 9:30AM-12:30PM 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 3, 9:30AM-12:30PM 


Special $10 Discount Per Person if 
you Pre-Register on Eventbrite 


@Jewish Community Center (JCC) 
3200 California Street (at Presidio) 


San Francisco ® $45 per person 


A 4h ctf ait 


www.cp-sf.com 
DivorceOptionsSF@gmail.com 
www.DivorceOptionsInfo.org 
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story—beginning as a young teen who left 
her liberal, secular home for life as a Ha- 
sidic Jew, and ending as a forty-something 
woman who has to abandon the only world 
she’s known for thirty years in order to 
achieve personal freedom. Lax holds an MFA 
in creative writing from the University of 
Houston. Wed., July 13, 6-7:30 p.m., Free, 
www.bookpassage.com/event/she-writes- 
press-spring-2016-tour-san-francisco-0. 
Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San 
Francisco, 415-835-1020, bookpassage.com. 

Left Coast Writers: Monthly readings by 
members of the LCW literary community. 
Second Monday of every month, 6 p.m., 
free, leftcoastwriters.com. Book Passage, 
1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 415- 
835-1020, bookpassage.com. 

The Moth StorySLAM: Dan Kennedy presides 
over this monthly gathering of raconteurs 
at which 10 volunteers are randomly chosen 
to tell a five-minute tale. Second Monday 
of every month, 7 p.m., $8-$16, themoth. 
org. Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, San Francisco, 
415-861-2011, rickshawstop.com. 

The Shout: Monthly storytelling event. Second 
Monday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $5-$20, 
theshoutstorytelling.com. Perch, 440 Grand, 
Oakland, 510-922-1507, facebook.com/ 
perchcoffee. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, Fort 
Mason, Bldg. C, San Francisco, 415-771-1076, 
friendssfpl.org. 

Writers with Drinks: Spoken-word variety 
show that mixes genres — including poetry, 
stand-up comedy, sci-fi, romance, mystery, 
erotica, memoir, and more — to raise money 
for local nonprofits. Second Saturday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., $5-$20, writer- 
swithdrinks.com. Elbo Room, 647 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 415-552-7788, elbo.com. 

Zora O'Neill's “All Strangers Are Kin”: Travel 
writer Zora O'Neill will discuss her memoir, 
All Strangers Are Kin. Mon., July 11, 7:30-9 
p.m., Free, https://www.facebook.com/ 
events/808339439302273/. Green Apple 
Books on the Park, 1231 Ninth Ave., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-742-5833, greenapplebooks.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS & 
EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed 
Ambassadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit 
brings an adorable romp of North American 
river otters to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, 
San Francisco, 415-623-5300, aquariumoft- 
hebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian 
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Theater 


Grand Concourse, a play set ina 
soup kitchen, reveals trouble and 
need on both sides of the ladle at 8 
p.m. and continues through Aug. 14 
at Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby Ave., 
Berkeley. $5-$40; 510-841-6500 or 
shotgunplayers.org. 


Art Museum Collection: More than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent 
collection explore the major cultures of 
Asia. Tuesdays-Sundays. 200 Larkin, San 
Francisco, 415-581-3500, asianart.org. 
The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: 
Glimpse into the poetic, exuberant lives 
of Jack Kerouac, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, 
Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, and other 
Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal 
items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 
Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: 
Located in a historic cable car powerhouse, 
the museum displays a variety of cable car 
gear, photographs, installations explaining 
how the cars work, and several antique vehi- 
cles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 
415-474-1887, cablecarmuseum.org. 
California Academy of Sciences. Animal 
Attraction: Exhibit about the wild courtship 
and mating strategies in the animal king- 
dom. Daily. Color of Life: The Academy's 
bright new summer show celebrates the 
chromatic diversity of nature with live 
animals, interactive displays, dioramas, 
videos, and more. Daily. Habitat Earth: The 
California Academy of Sciences’ newest 
planetarium show redefines the traditional 
concept of astronomical presentation, turn- 
ing the telescopes around and focusing on 
the greatest wonder of the universe — Earth 
itself — as it invites viewers to discover 
what it means to live in today's connected 
world on the only planet known to sustain 
biodiversity and life. Daily. Earthquake: 
Treat your senses to seismic overload in this 
exhibit that includes a walk-in Earth model 
illustrating plate tectonics, a recreation 
of a Victorian salon that shakes like two 
of San Francisco's most famous quakes, a 
planetarium show, interactive displays, and 
more. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as the 
Academy's flightless friends are offered 
their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 
a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists 
dive into the Academy’s live coral tank 
and offer live explanations of its denizens. 
Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Sharks and Rays: 
Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. Ssssnake 
Encounter: Get up close and personal with 
some of the Academy's scaly, slithering 
inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. NightLife: 
Weekly afterhours party featuring dance 
music, drinks, scientific presentations, 
hands-on activities, and more for people 
who like to pair their intellectual curiosity 
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with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. $10-$12. 
calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 55 Music 
Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379-8000, 
Calacademy.org. 


Chinese Historical Society of America. The 


Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the 
course of Chinese-American immigration 
from the 19th century to today via photo- 
graphs, artifacts, and historical narratives. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 965 Clay, San 
Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Hardly 


Strictly Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky 
enough to meet Warren Hellman, or see him 
perform at his signature cultural creation, 
Hardly Strictly Bluegrass, witnessed the 
utter joy and humanity that emanated from 
his being (and his banjo). The Contemporary 
Jewish Museum assembles rarely-seen 
videos of Hellman’s performances in Golden 
Gate Park, along with special personal 
possessions like a banjo signed by star 
performers and a jacket covered with 
rhinestones and a Star of David. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Lamp of the 
Covenant: Dave Lane, often described as “an 
outsider artist,” has repurposed 6 tons of 
steel into a 90-foot sheath of globes, light 
bulbs, old tools, and other objects that 
hang over the museum's central lobby. 
Like the eternal light that can be found in 
every synagogue, Lane's gigantic lamp can 
be seen as a symbol of higher connection 
— both literally and figuratively. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 
Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the 
Exploratorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch- 
black maze designed to heighten one's 
awareness of the sense of touch — reopens 
at the new location after a slight redesign. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in addition to 
regular museum admission). Permanent 
Exhibits: The family science museum's 
gigantic new complex is split into six sep- 
arate gallery sections that focus on human 
behavior, senses & perception, biology, the 
environment, and much more — all with the 
Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and 
interactive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. After Dark: Leave the kids at 
home — this monthly party features adult- 
themed science programs, performances, 
and cocktails. Y'know, stuff grown-ups 
like. Ages 18+ only. First Thursday of every 
month, 6-10 p.m. $10-$15. Pier 15, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 

GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the 


nN 


history of queer youth activism, exploring 
lost S.F. “gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pi- 
oneering lesbian magazine The Ladder, spot- 
lighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, 
and more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
30 Years of Collecting Art That Tells Our 
Stories: Elisabeth Cornu curates a selection 
of visual art that recalls scenes from the 
heady, hot, turbulent days of gay life from 
the 1960s to the 1990s. Mondays, Wednes- 
days-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San Francisco, 
415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 

International Art Museum of America. Free 
Guided Museum Tour: Monthly tour of the 
IAMA’s diverse exhibits and highlighted 
artists. Second Sunday of every month, 1:30 
p.m. free. 1025 Market St., San Francisco, 
415-376-6344, iamasf.org. 

Lawrence Hall of Science. Explore New Worlds: 
At the Hall's newest experience, Explore 
New Worlds, you lead the charge into the 
great unknown. On your visit, you are the 
engineer, the astronaut, and the adventurer. 
Launch a rocket, design planetary rovers, 
tour the universe in our Planetarium, and 
more! Wednesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Sept. 4. $12 Adults; $10 
Children 3-18, Seniors 62+; Free for Mem- 
bers, children age 2 and under, UC Berkeley 
students and staff. 1 Centennial, Berkeley, 
510-642-5132, lawrencehallofscience.org. 

Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently 
restored, this installation recreates the 
extravagant French Neoclassical interior 
of the Hotel de la Trémoille in Paris. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: 
Porcelain from England and continental 
Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 100 34th Ave., 
San Francisco, 415-750-3600, legionofhonor. 
famsf.org. 

The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science 
Sundays: Learn about oceans and the wild- 
life within during classroom presentations 
and docent-led tours of the MMC. Second 
and Fourth Sunday of every month, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker Road, Sausalito, 
marinemammalcenter.org. 

Oakland Museum of California. Bees: Tiny 
Insect, Big Impact: With bee populations 
declining across the nation, this family 
friendly exhibit acts as both an introduction 
to these striped insects and a wake-up 
call about their ecological importance. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
July 24. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, 
museumca.org. 

Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live 
presentations about the animals who live 
at the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
199 Museum, San Francisco, 415-554-9600, 


randallmuseum.org. 


Randall Museum © Mission Art Center. 


Drop-In Science Workshop: Each week kids 
and parents can participate in artistic 
activities that illuminate some aspect of 
science. Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. $3-$5. Meet 
the Animals: Though the Randall's regular 
facilities in Corona Heights are temporarily 
closed, the animals who live at the museum 
will make weekly trips down to the Mission 
for free live presentations. Saturdays, 
11 a.m. Free. Drop-In Art Workshop: Get 
creative with arts and crafts projects for 
children and parents alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. 
$3-$5. 745 Treat, San Francisco, 415-554- 
9600, randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical 


Park Visitor Center. A Walk Along the 
Waterfront: Historic memorabilia, nautical 
artifacts, slide presentations, and large- 
scale decorative installations recreate 
the sights and sounds of San Francisco's 
bustling shipping and fishing industries in 
this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 


San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 


(SFMOMA). Picturing Modernity: Selections 
from the SFMOMA Collection: An exhibi- 
tion of photographs from SFMOMA's own 
collection that illustrate a wide range of 
photographic styles. Daily. 151 3rd St., San 
Francisco, 415-357-4000, www.sfmoma.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Murmur 


Wall: Located by the YBCA steps at 701 
Mission, this Future Cities Lab installation 
lights up as it incorporates local trending 
search engine results and social media 
postings. Onlookers can offer their own con- 
tributions, which feed into the data stream, 
light up the sculpture, and reflect the city's 
volatile internet habits. Through May 31, 
2017. Free. Lightswarm: This suspended 
window sculpture turns the YBCA’s glass 
wall into a glowing parade of sound-sensing 
lights that changes with the movements of 
nearby people and things. Through Oct. 31. 
Free. 701 Mission, San Francisco, 415-978- 
2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 


revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 
678 Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. 


Cabaret: Welcome to the infamous Kit Kat 


Klub, where the Emcee, Sally Bowles and 
a raucous ensemble take the stage nightly 
to tantalize the crowd --- and to leave their 
troubles outside. But as life in pre-WWIl 
Germany grows more and more uncertain, 
will the decadent allure of Berlin night- 
life be enough to get them through their 
dangerous times? Through July 17. Golden 
Gate Theatre, 1 Taylor, San Francisco, 415- 
551-2000, shnsf.com. 


City of Angels: It's the 1940s in Los Angeles. 


Stine, a struggling screenwriter, attempts 
to pen his film noir masterpiece under the 
pressure of an oppressive producer and a 
failing marriage. Meanwhile, his on-page 
creations start to take on a life of their 
own, and the hard-boiled world of murder, 
private detectives, and femme fatales 
becomes a reality. Stine must walk the 
tightrope between the real world and the 
silver screen to see if this story can havea 
happy ending. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Sept. 17, From $30. San Francisco 
Playhouse, 450 Post, San Francisco, 415- 
677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 


Disney's Beauty and the Beast: The classic 


story of Belle, a young woman in a provin- 
cial town, and the Beast, who is really a 
young prince trapped in a spell placed by 
an enchantress. If the Beast can learn to 
love and be loved, the curse will end and he 
will be transformed to his former self. But 
time is running out. If the Beast does not 
learn his lesson soon, he and his household 
will be doomed for all eternity. Through 
July 10. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, 
San Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 


Elect to Laugh: 2016: The Marsh San Fran- 


cisco presents Will Durst in a timely new 
hybrid of stand-up comedy and theater, 
ELECT TO LAUGH: 2016. Specializing in 
political humor for folks who don't like 
politics, Durst sweeps both sides of the 
aisle with his patented mix of outrage and 
outrageous common sense. This bipartisan 
rabble-rouser transcends party ties ina 
hilarious blend of monologues, commen- 
tary, and the occasional rant. Tuesdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through Nov. 7, $15-$35 
sliding scale, $100 reserved, 415-282- 
3055, marsh@themarsh.org, themarsh.org/ 
will_durst/will-durst/. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, themarsh.org. 


Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue 


of songs and sketches that take a humorous 
look at the current food scene. Fridays, Sat- 
urdays, 8 p.m., $34, foodiesthemusical.com. 
Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 


415-882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 


John Leguizamo: Latin History for Morons: 


John Leguizamo's up close and personal 
solo shows about growing up in Queens 
and climbing to the top of the Hollywood 
ladder have earned him scores of fans and 
accolades—and Emmy and Obie Awards. In 
Latin History for Morons, the outrageous, 
multifaceted performer attempts to teach 
his son (and the rest of us) about the mar- 
ginalization of Latinos in U.S. history and 
the vital roles they played in building this 
country. From a Satirical recap of Aztec and 
Incan history to stories of Latin patriots in 
the Revolutionary and Civil War and beyond, 
Leguizamo breaks down 3,000 years into 90 
irreverent and uncensored minutes in his 
trademark comedic style. History was never 
so mind-blowing...or hysterical! Through 
Aug. 14. Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 2025 
Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647-2949, www. 
berkeleyrep.org. 


Master Harold... And The Boys: An ordinary 


rainy afternoon in 1950 South Africa turns 
into a profound and life-changing experi- 
ence for a white teenager and his family's 
two black servants. At once a coming of 
age drama and a scathing indictment of in- 
equality, this modern masterpiece by Athol 
Fugard (BLOOD KNOT, MY CHILDREN! MY 
AFRICA!) continues to speak to the world’s 
many racial injustices as well as its hopes 
for reconciliation. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
8-10 p.m.; Sundays, 2-4 p.m.; Tuesdays, 
Sundays, 7-9 p.m. Continues through July 
17, $32-$52. Aurora Theatre Company, 
2081 Addison, Berkeley, 510-843-4822, 
auroratheatre.org. 


Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, 


performance artists, and others take the 
stage at this regular staging of works in 
progress. Mondays, 7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415- 
826-5750, themarsh.org. 


Saturday Write Fever: S.F. Theater Pub’s 


Stuart Bousel and Megan Cohen host this 
“writing sprint” where hastily penned 
thematic monologues get performed before 
the ink even gets a chance to dry. Second 
Saturday of every month, 8:30 p.m., free. 
Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, San Francisco, 415- 
673-3847, theexit.org. 


Shotz: Amios cooks up a new set of themati- 


cally linked one-act, five-minute plays that 
share common criteria. Second Wednesday 
of every month, 8 p.m., $10, amios.word- 
press.com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San 
Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 


GET SAVINGS , 10 
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PLEASE DON'T CALL IT “DIVCO" 





By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Tabitha Lahr isn’t so sure about 
the latest real estate crypto-acronym for 
her neighborhood. 

“Doesn't ‘DivCo’ sound like a terri- 
ble supermarket?” she asks. “I’m not a 
huge abbreviator. And nobody wants 
to call it “NoPa.” 

She’s an artist, baker, freelance 
book designer, and 13-year resident of 
the Western Addition, which means 
she’s lived there long enough — albeit 
in several apartments — to consider 
the neighborhood’s transformation 
in phases. Fly Bar was the first wave, 
she says. Nopa (the restaurant) was 
the second, and Bi-Rite was the third. 
But if her skepticism over DivCo — a 
contraction of “Divisadero corridor” 
— causes you to steel yourself against 
the possibility of an everything-is-ter- 
rible-let’s-give-it-all-back-to-the-void 
rant, think again, because Lahr counts 
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herself among Bi-Rite’s shoppers. She’s 
especially a fan of Josey Baker’s $4 
toast at The Mill. 

“T love his bread,” she says. “I was 
excited when that place opened, and 
everybody was angry — kind of like 
‘NoPa, but even more so. ’Cause that 
$4 toast is talked about out of the 
country, which is crazy! I feel like the 
$4 toast is the poster child of gentri- 
fication for the neighborhood, and 
almost San Francisco as a whole. But 
eat that toast! It lasts in your stomach 
for about five hours. It’s not like going 
to Eddie’s Diner and getting some 
Wonder Bread.” 

Her quizzical response to the 
firestorm over toast that costs rough- 
ly the same as a big muffin or other 
bread product spurred Lahr to create 
a series of 12 portraits of people from 
the neighborhood. “Facial Recognition: 
The Divisadero Corridor,” which opens 
at Mini Bar, includes several of Lahr’s 
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Tabitha Lahr 


works, in gouaches that she favors for 
the chalky, brushstroke-free sheen 
they impart to the canvas. Putting a 
heavy emphasis on the lines between 
light and shadow — almost like a 
stained-glass window — she works 
exclusively from photographs and 
operates slowly enough that using a 
live model would introduce discrepan- 
cies as human bodies inevitably shift 
positions. There’s a whiff of the old 
school to Lahr’s demeanor, such that 
she refers to hashtags like “#gouache” 
that she uses on Instagram as “pound 
gouache,” landline style. At 42, the 
Queens, N.Y. native — who grew up in 
a neighborhood that was undergoing 
dramatic white flight — seems caught 
between generations, if tranquilly so. 
She’s not interested in drawing atten- 
tion to gentrification by demonizing 
anybody, and Lahr wants her contribu- 
tion to “Facial Recognition” to human- 
ize the Western Addition’s newer (or 


more controversial) residents. 

Take Baker, for instance. 

“T wound up talking to him — I 
stalked him one day — and he was the 
nicest guy, Lahr says. “He uses too 
many exclamation points in his book 
— which made me self-conscious 
about my own exclamation point usage 
— but he is an exclamation point. He’s 
a super-nice guy, and talked to me for 
10 minutes. He just loves talking about 
that bread. I’ve tried to talk to other 
people from businesses here and there, 
and they’re usually really busy and 
want to get away. That doesn’t mean 
they’re bad people, but the fact that he 
really took the time made an impres- 
sion on me.” 

Lahr began thinking of him as a 
regular person, “instead of this villain 
everybody thinks of him as.” 

“So that’s the point of injecting his 
and a couple people’s portraits into 
my show,” she adds. “They’re regu- 
lar people, and is it so bad that this 
person decided to have a business on 
this street that just happens to be an 
upscale bread company? Yeah, it’s ex- 
pensive — I can’t have breakfast there. 
A pistachio croissant and coffee is 
eight, nine dollars. But I buy his bread 
regularly and I go to pizza night. I love 
lots of businesses coming in; it makes 
me feel better somehow. I don’t feel 
as sour about what’s happening in the 
neighborhood as all of my friends.” 

The tranche of images is hip- 
ster-heavy, but not exclusively so. (In 
the portrait of Baker, his green skin 
looks slightly like a zombie’s, which 
Lahr admits.) She’d wanted a broader 
cross-section of Divisadero residents 
and is toying around with expanding 
the 12 paintings to 60. But because 
she works from photos on a “volun- 
teer basis, and is too uncomfortable 
with pretending to snap a selfie as she 
surreptitiously captures strangers un- 
aware, many of the subjects are people 
she knows personally — which largely 
leaves out a crucial component of the 
neighborhood’s demographics. 

“T wish I had more diversity,” says 
Lahr, who is white. “It was a sad real- 
ization that I didn’t know that many 
African-Americans. How did my life 
come to this? I was raised in a black 
neighborhood. That might be a com- 
ment in itself about gentrification.” 

As she'd worked for the feminist 
publisher Seal Press — “there’s a lot of 
discussion about who goes on a book 
cover; you don’t want all white peo- 
ple” — it troubled her enough that she 
sought advice. 
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“Is it better to force it or not have 
it?” she asks, paraphrasing her own 
thought process. “I’m still not sure, but 
the conclusion with my friend was that 
it was better not to force it.” For the 
next part of the series, however, she’s 
looking to start with the Eritrean own- 
er of Oasis Cafe. 

The other problem Lahr faces is an 
underrepresentation of women, for 
which she nonchalantly blames her 
aesthetic. 

“It’s been hard to get women, be- 
cause they’re afraid of me drawing 
them,” Lahr says. “I draw every single 
line, and then I make up lines, because 
I draw shadows. A line that didn’t ex- 
ist — the vanity of some of the people 
I knew came out. They just said no, 
flat-out.” 

This is not Lahr’s first show. She’s 
collaborated with Ezra Croft on his 
celebrity portrait shows — her work 
was featured in the Nicolas Cage show, 
and will appear later this summer in 
one on Bill Murray — and she’s done a 
few Pancakes & Booze Art Shows. An 
invitation to contribute to murals on 
Sycamore Alley as onlookers took pic- 
tures forced Lahr to get over her mild 
stage fright. Overall, she’s situated at 
the intersection of the long-term San 
Franciscans who might not see them- 
selves as gradually ceding the stage and 
the newbies who don’t always realize 
how much they’re taking up. 

But this let’s-get-along ethos and 
love of a dynamic streetscape doesn’t 
mean she’s automatically a fan of all 
change. The plan to put an arcade in 
the Harding Theater — the empty 
building next to The Independent that 
was most recently a church — doesn’t 
sit well with Lahr. 

“In the spirit of my show, I won't 
hate the people, but I’m afraid the 
street will feel like a circus,” she says. 
“A kind of arcade-fun center bothers 
me, for sure. I’m picturing packs of 
really drunk bros all over the place. 
They're there now, but I mean even 
more. 

“A friend of mine, when she read 
the news, she was excited about [the 
arcade]. She likes that hit of energy. 
That might be a little too much for me, 
but I’m not going to judge. We'll find 
out.” 


Facial Recognition: 

The Divisadero Corridor 

Opens Thursday, July 14, at Mini Bar, 
837 Divisadero St. 

tabithalahr.com 
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The Cabinet ot Dr. Strangelove 





‘Stanley Kubrick: The Exhibition’ gets deep into the archives of the 20th century's greatest auteur filmmaker. 


By Jeffrey Edalatpour 


As you walk up the stairs to- 
wards “Stanley Kubrick: The Exhibition,” 
you might miss an anteroom on your 
right. Separated from the main gallery of 
Kubrick film paraphernalia, this waiting 
room, at a passing glance, registers asa 
blank space. All the walls are unadorned 
and white. Once you step through the 
glass doors, a small model of the space- 
craft Discovery One from 2001: A Space 
Odyssey hangs lifelessly from the center 
of the ceiling. While I perused the two 
large, coffin-length cases filled with 
black cameras and lenses, music from his 
movie soundtracks played overhead. 
One muted television screen played 
scenes from Full Metal Jacket. 

This celestial foyer is suggestive 
of that eerie rococo chamber in 2001, 
the random one that appears and 
disconcerts viewers so jarringly at the 
end of the film. All that white space 
registers an absence: Stanley Kubrick, 
the man himself. The Exhibition is 
less a tribute to him per se than to the 
enigmatic filmmaker named “Stanley 
Kubrick.” We don’t find out who he was 
by reading the letters he wrote and re- 
ceived, poring over his set and costume 
designs, or analyzing his penciled-in 
script notes. Ihe man may remain un- 
knowable, but that’s beside the point. 
In our era of cultural vulture-ism, pick- 
ing through artifacts of the famous 
dead is just part of the fun. 

The exhibit is arranged like the 
hedgerow maze in The Shining. Each 
time you turn a corner, there’s an 
element of surprise in finding altar 
after altar devoted to each of Kubrick’s 
films. To give A Clockwork Orange a 
sense of illicitness and to mirror back 
the film’s content, black walls surround 
a rectangular room. Remember those 
provocatively posed mannequins from 
the Korova Milk Bar? (One couple tak- 
ing selfies with them sure did.) With a 
lascivious smile on her face, a woman 
stuck out her tongue close to the man- 
nequin’s mons pubis. She posed for her 
companion as if to demonstrate the act 
of cunnilingus. Immersive art, indeed. 

Someone in The Shining space man- 
aged a not-so-indecent photo with 
the fading blue dresses worn by the 
Arbus-esque twin sisters, looking like 
antique escapees from the Victoria & 
Albert Museum. “Jack’s Axe” was em- 
bedded in the wall. And not only was 
the Adler typewriter on display, but its 
carriage held a yellowed piece of paper 
with a repetition of those mad words: 
“All work and no play makes Jack a 
dull boy.” A model of the famous maze 
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sat unmoving, encased in glass. This 
must be how a director sees the worlds 
he creates. It could be studied from all 
angles, from the heights to its hidden 
depths. 

The amount of memorabilia and mi- 
nutiae for each film is staggering, like 
a typewritten letter from Kirk Douglas 
to Kubrick signed “Sincerely, Sparta- 
cus, and a magazine ad that offers a 
quotation from the actress who played 
Lolita, Sue Lyon: “I never read the book 
— I don’t think I could get through it, I 
made the movie instead.” The costume 
designs for 2001 are represented by 
neat colored-pencil illustrations. And 
the entrance hall is arrayed with vin- 
tage framed movie posters. You could 
spend the entire length of a Kubrick 
film examining the details that went 
into the making of it. 

But the origins and intentions of 
the exhibit are designed with one ob- 
jective: to serve as inspiration for new 
audiences to seek out Kubrick’s films, 
and for aficionados to revisit them. 

The Exhibition was first organized in 
2004 by the Deutsches Filmmuseum in 
Frankfurt. According to Tim Heptner, 
a Filmmuseum curator and the exhib- 
it’s tour manager who was on hand at 


the Contemporary Jewish Museum, 
Kubrick’s vast archives were organized 
when the team initially approached 
the estate. According to an essay in the 
exhibit’s catalogue written by Bernd 
Eichhorn, the initial 
curator, he “opened 
more than 1,000 
boxes and cartons; I 
read parts of screen- 
plays, notes, letters; I 
viewed photographs 
and slides, listened 
to sound recordings, 
and forwarded and 
rewound videos.” 

He even held the 
Starchild baby in his 
arms. It, too, is on 
display, spectacularly 
creepy, floating in a 
clear Plexiglass case, 
eyes bulging and mi- 
natory. 

Since 2004, “Stan- 
ley Kubrick: The Exhibition” has toured 
Berlin, Melbourne, Rome, Paris, and 
Sao Paulo. The organizing principles 
have remained intact now that it’s 
arrived at the Contemporary Jewish 
Museum. All that sensory information 
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is immensely digestible. Moving from 
film to film, you can read for awhile 
then don headphones to tune out 
passersby to watch film clips. One ob- 
server commented, surprising herself, 
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the production of Lolita 


(GB/United States; 1960-62). © Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. 


that she’d seen every one of his films. 

I doubt that she was a particular en- 
thusiast of Kubrick’s oeuvre but, until 
his death in 1999, the release of one of 
his films was de rigueur for filmgoers 
everywhere. 


At the museum, I spoke briefly with 
Jan Harlan, the executive producer of 
many of Kubrick’s films. Harlan, sport- 
ing crimson glasses, is a fount of the 
charming — if possibly well-rehearsed 
— anecdote. Asked if he had a favorite 
film, he replied without hesitation: 
Eyes Wide Shut. He explained that it 
did well in Japan and was largely mis- 
understood everywhere else. Did he 
see any current directors as possible 
heirs to Kubrick's aesthetic? He named 
the Polish director Pawel Pawlikowski 
and his film Ida, singling out a scene 
that makes poignant use of Bach. He 
remembered Kubrick’s impeccable 
and exacting taste in music. And what 
about the visual imagination of the di- 
rector? Harlan wasn’t about to divulge 
anything personal that would demys- 
tify the enigma of Kubrick himself. He 
suggested we go see the films instead. 


Stanley Kubrick: The Exhibition, 
at Contemporary Jewish Museum, 
736 Mission St., 

415-655-7800 or thecjm.org 
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INK STAINS 


Iama single mom that went through a 
horrible divorce that lasted over three 
years. 

My daughter did self-harm, and she 
says she is no longer burning herself. She 
is now an adult and putting tattoos all 
over her body. Is this a different form of 
self-hurt? 


Dear Single Mom, 


I can’t speak to the meaning of your 
daughter’s tattoos. People get tattoos 
for all kinds of reasons. They’re a form 
of self-expression — at times an at- 
tempt to symbolize the unspeakable, 
to point to something that cannot 
be captured in words, but seeks to be 
written upon the body. 

According to Molly Merson, a 
therapist in Berkeley, “Tattoos can be 
a way of reclaiming one’s agency and 
body, for those who have felt helpless 
or powerless. They can also be a way 
of allowing unconscious images to be 
seen, memorializing a person or event 
that’s important to you, or represent- 
ing something symbolically that may 
not be easy to 
put directly into 
words. The skin is 
the largest organ 
in our body, and 
is the first point 
of contact with the 
outside world. To 
mark it with some- 
thing that is mean- 
ingful is a powerful 
way of taking up 
space and being rec- 
ognized in a world 
that often seeks to HK 
devalue difference.” ‘ 

As a parent, you 
have a remarkably 
difficult task. You 
have to figure out how to navigate 
the ups and downs of being a fallible, 
awkward, floundering mess of human 
being, while also teaching another, 
tinier, more vulnerable human being 
how to be human. 

It’s hard to imagine why anyone 
signs up for this job. 

But you did, SM. You took it upon 
yourself to dive in and raise a human, 
even while you were still trying to 
figure it out yourself. That’s some bold 
shit. 

On top of that, you were ina 
relationship that crumbled. Not 
only did it crumble, but the process 
stretched on for more than three long, 

heart-wrenching years. You had the 
task of attending to the emotional 
needs of your kid while also struggling 
to survive your own devastated emo- 
tional world. 

You know that (amazing) Virgin 
America flight safety song, where the 
little girl instructs, via rap, “put your 
mask on first before you offer assis- 
tance?” As a parent, you also have to 
put on your own mask, making sure 
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waitin Tiffany McLain 


you can breathe, before you can ensure 
your kid’s survival. And likely, while 
you were floundering to get your mask 
on, your daughter was suffocating a 
bit. 

It’s nobody’s fault. It’s just what 
happens. We fail our kids sometimes. 
For a while, your daughter fell through 
the cracks. The only way she could find 
containment, or express her need for 
help, was through burning herself. For 
her, the burning of the flesh provided 
relief from intense emotional suffer- 
ing. 

We can’t go back in time and repair 
the damage. You can’t undo what was 
done. Things happened. Your daughter 
got emotionally dropped at times. But 
you can be there for her now. The most 
courageous thing you can do as a par- 
ent is to invite your daughter to share 
what it was like for her during those 
years of divorce. And listen non-defen- 
sively — no “buts,” no “woe is me,” no 
“what about your father.” 

It takes immense personal work to 
engage in these kinds of conversations 
successfully. If you 

cannot simply ask 

her — about the 
tattoos, about the 
burning — and have 
an open, vulnerable 
conversation, then 
there is work for you 
to do in this area. 
‘There are uncon- 
scious dynamics still 
at play. 

By doing the 
work yourself — 
seeking outside 
help — to become 

more full, more 

aware, more pres- 

ent as a person, 

you are, in essence, 
becoming a better parent. 

“Do you” and make room for your 
daughter’s experience, and I bet you 
one day she’ll be able to tell you — in 
her own words — about the relation- 
ship between the self and those tat- 
toos, the pain that she cannot yet bear 
to speak to you. 


Tiffany McLain has a psychotherapy 
practice in San Francisco where she spe- 
cializes in working with young profession- 
als who straddle multiple identities — be 
this professionally, ethnically, or economi- 
cally. She has been featured in Huffington 
Post, Psychology Today, and Psyched in 
San Francisco Magazine. Find out more: 
tiffanymclain.com 

Disclaimer: Though Tiffany is a li- 
censed professional, this advice column is 
not therapy. It is for education and enter- 
tainment. Use at your own risk. 


Got a question for Tiffany? 


tiffanymclain.therapist@gmail.com 
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LINGUISTIC KRYPTONITE 


Expand Your 
Ho-Cabulary 


Slut. Whore. Ho. 

I remember going to my first Gold- 
en State Warriors game back in 2009 
with my girlfriend at the time. Before 
we could even make it to halftime, 
she grabbed my phone from me in 
a jealous rage, scrolled through my 
text messages, and, upon finding an 
exchange that she found upsetting, 
called mea ho and stormed out of the 
arena. 

I wept hot tears on the entire BART 
ride back to the city. 

She had flung the word at me know- 
ing it would hurt, and with it came the 
harsh slap of generations of shame. 

English has plenty of words for 
women who transgress, and those 
words serve as linguistic bobogeymen 
that can feel like they have the power 
to suck all the goodness, life, and beau- 
ty out of you if you're caught at 
a vulnerable moment. 

Many of us grow 
up with the under- 
standing that 
sex is a taboo 
subject, and the 
words we use 
to talk about 
it are bad or 
dirty, just like 
the act itself. 

“Bad words,” 
especially about 
sex work and the 
people who did it, a 
once held so much “ons 
negative power over me. 
But once sex became part of 
my professional life, that anxiety 
softened. 

Years later, I’ve finally realized that 
the power of those words can actually 
be harnessed and even reclaimed. I 
have embraced that once-terrifying 
slur with open arms and made it my 
home. 

Loving my linguistic identity has 
become like a little bit of kryptonite. 
Never again will someone be able to 
fling those slurs at me and have them 
sting. But at the same time, it doesn’t 
feel like there are enough words in the 
English language that fully describe 
my experience as a sex worker, so 
I’ve found myself and my community 
creating new ones. Here are a few that 
I encourage you to adopt into your 
lexicon. In doing so, know that you'll 
be doing your part to help destroy sex 
worker stigma forever: 





1. Whore-archy 

This word refers to the nasty hierar- 
chy that women and sex workers have 
inherited from patriarchy, racism, and 
classism — the trifecta of why we can’t 
have nice things — and dictates which 
type of behaviors and identities are 
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acceptable and which are not. 

This manifests itself in legislation 
as well as in social settings: Why are 
some types of legal sex work — like 
porn — while other types of sex work 
— such as prostitution — are crimi- 
nalized? It’s all sex for money, right? 
The short answer: Whore-archy. 


2. Ho-mance 

The antidote to whore-archy, ho- 
mance is oysters, Champagne, and lip- 
stick all over your faces — a sex worker 
falling in love with another sex worker 
is straight-up magic, and sharing the 
secret, sacred work with a compatriot 
feels like a revolution. 

Homance is spooning quietly in a 
hotel room after a long night of ap- 
pointments, ordering room service, 
and understanding without any words 
why sex is off the table. 

Homance is rolling around in piles 
of money and twerking to Nicki Minaj 

after an epic night at 
the strip club, or 
giving your co-star 
a close-up pussy 
check for tiny 
pearls of toilet 
paper that may 
be clinging to her 
labia before the 
camera starts 
rolling. 

I’ve been in 
love plenty of 
times, but the 
loves ve found 

with my fellow 
sex workers is a 
special kind of love 
© that needs its own 
name. 














3. Whore-ientation 

Wizards may be skilled in a variety 
of magical arts, but they usually have 
one that they are particularly astute 
at — something I’ve found to be true 
of sex workers, too. I’ve tried as many 
different types of sex work as I’ve had 
the opportunity to — I’m a jack-off 
of all trades — but it’s on a porn set 
that I really come to life. I love porn 
because it feels so much like theater. 
Off camera, I get to be goofy and silly 
with my co-stars, and the camaraderie 
we cultivate (i.e., homance, see above) 
isn’t that dissimilar than the backstage 
antics I cherished as a young theater 
nerd. The rush of applause and the 
warmth of the footlights isn’t so dif- 
ferent from the satisfaction achieved 
from a perfect money shot. 

Words have power. Perhaps once 
we stop believing that these words are 
bad, then we’ll understand that the 
people and acts they refer to aren’t bad 
either. 


TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 
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FILM REVIEWS 


The Innocents 


The Innocents 
Rated PG-13. 
Opens Friday at the Clay Theater. 
The famous 1961 film is about a 
governess who comes to believe her 
charges are possessed by ghosts. Anne 
Fontaine’s 2016 film of the same name 
also involves women, children, and the 
supernatural, but from a very different 
angle. Mathilde (Lou de Laage) is a 
young Red Cross doctor in Warsaw in 
December 1945 who is summoned to a 
Benedictine convent where several nuns 
are pregnant after being raped by Soviet 
soldiers. This horror is compounded by 
their religious belief that even a female 
doctor touching their body for the 
purposes of prenatal care will violate 
their vow of chastity and damn them 
to hell, and made worse by the reality 
that they'll be shamed and rejected if 
the outside world discovers they were 
raped. (Good thing the modern world 
is so much more sympathetic toward 
rape victims.) In addition to being a 
necessary portrait of the plight of wom- 
en in post-World War II that can stand 
alongside Christian Petzold’s Phoenix, 
director Fontaine’s The Innocents is re- 
freshingly poignant after the tired and 
pleasant sex-farce of her previous film 
Gemma Bovery. And if the conclusion of 
The Innocents is perhaps a skosh too pat 
and feel-good for what preceded it, it’s 
not entirely unearned either. Sherilyn 
Connelly 


From Afar 
Not rated. 
Opens Friday at the Roxie Theater. 
As its title suggests, Lorenzo Vigas’s 
film is all about distances, both literal 
and less so. Armando (Alfredo Castro) 
is a well-to-do, middle-aged bachelor 
who hires young hustlers so he can 
masturbate to — though not with — 
them from across the room. His initial 
encounter with the volatile Elder (Luis 
Silva) — the kind of pouty-lipped and 
poisonously macho street tough so 
prevalent in world cinema these days 
— ends with Elder robbing him. But 
that doesn’t keep Armando from con- 
tinuing to follow Elder throughout the 
city, continuing to pay him for his time 
and eventually finding the heart of gold 
beneath his hard exterior. Much of From 
Afar is framed from Armando’s point of 
view, with his head in the foreground as 
he watches other people going on about 
their business at a distance, and what 
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seems to be a fairly straightforward sto- 
ry of a hustler and closet case (cf. Boule- 
vard) serves up some interesting twists. 
An otherwise unrelated first-act hetero 
sex scene seems intended less to con- 
vince the audience that Elder has a big 
case of the Not-Gays than it is for Elder 
to convince himself, while the final shot 
casts doubt on everything that occurred 
up to then, suggesting that we’re finally 
seeing Armando’s true motivations. 
Sometimes things change when you get 
up close. SC 


Last Cab to Darwin 
Not rated. 
Opens Friday at the Opera Plaza 
Cinema. 
Jeremy Sims’ Last Cab to Darwin is 
a formulaic but still heart-tugging road 
movie. Rex (Michael Caton) is a taxi 
driver who's lived his entire life in the 
tiny Australian hamlet of Broken Hill. 
He knows everyone in town, but isn’t 
close to anyone besides his neighbor 
Polly (Ningali Lawford), with whom he’s 
in an on-again, off-again affair that he 
keeps on the down-low owing to her 
not being white. When Rex is diagnosed 
with terminal cancer, he eschews treat- 
ment, instead driving 3,000 kilometers 
from Broken Hill to the city of Darwin 
in hopes of receiving illegal euthanasia 
treatment from Dr. Nicole Farmer (Jacki 
Weaver). Along the way, Rex picks up 
Indigenous football player Tilly (Mark 
Coles Smith) and nurse-turned-bar- 
tender Julie (Emma Hamilton), while 
becoming a national news figure. They 
reach Darwin halfway through the 
picture, though Last Cab to Darwin is of 
course less about the destination than 
the journey, tackling heavy subjects like 
the right to die and the still-existing 
racial divides between white Australians 
and Indigenous people. It doesn’t find 
anything new to say, but the characters 
are pleasant enough to spend time with. 
Trigger warning: Figuring into the plot 
is a real-life tree in which feral cats are 
hung, including loving closeups of mum- 
mified feline carcasses. There’s a lot of 
that happening lately. SC 


Cosmos 
Not rated. 
Opens Friday at the Roxie Theater. 
His first film in 15 years and the 
last before his recent death, Andrzej 
Zulawski’s surreal whatsit is very much 
a Zulawski picture, and you can’t take 
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that away from it. Witold Jonathan 
Genet) is a failed lawyer and struggling 
novelist who spirals into a something 
resembling existential madness after 
discovering a dead sparrow hanging 
from a rope in the forest. Along with 
his circuit-queen companion Fuchs 
(Johan Libereau), Witold rents a room 
in a guesthouse run by the fire-haired 
Madame Woytis (Sabine Azéma), where 
Witold becomes obsessed with Wolytis’ 
newly married daughter Lena (Victoria 
Guerra). That obsession is probably the 
closest the film comes to recognizable 
human behavior, for better or worse; to 
paraphrase the Firesign Theatre, it’s all 
bozos in this bed & breakfast. Zulawski 
has always excelled at getting his casts 
to make strange, exaggerated faces — 
his cult favorite Possession being the 
classic example — and the absurdist 
Cosmos has no shortage of bulging eyes, 
clenched teeth, and visages to haunt 
your nightmares. (It’s also the week’s 
second film to involve lynched cats 
—just a single domestic cat this time 
rather than Last Cab to Darwin's treeful 
of desiccated ferals. But still, boo.) The 
free-associative Cosmos is either pure 
nonsense, or it contains all the sense in 
the universe. Your mileage may vary. SC 


Nuts! 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the 
Alamo Drafthouse New Mission. 

Well, that was quick: A few months 
after Beth Harrington’s The Winding 
Stream made it clear that the border 
radio station XERA needs its own docu- 
mentary, that documentary appears in 
the shape of Penny Lane’s Nuts! It tells 
the too-strange-to-not-be-true story 
of legendary charlatan John Romulus 
Brinkley, who amassed a fortune be- 
tween the two World Wars by claiming 
to cure impotence via the transplan- 
tation of goat testicles into men’s 
scrotums. After the FCC’s predecessor 
chased him off the legitimate Kansas 
station KFKB in the 1930s, Brinkley 
established the million-watt XERA in 
Mexico to hawk his many wares across 
all of the United States and beyond. The 
problem with Nuts! is that it cranks the 
style up to 11, then yanks off the knob. 
Unlike her elegiac collage Our Nixon, 
Lane had comparatively little source 
material, and much of the story is told 
through animated re-creations and 
stock footage. 

That’s a fine approach, but it feels 
like she doesn’t trust the story she’s tell- 
ing — hence stylistic choices like adding 
a laugh track to a Buster Keaton clip, 
the use of far too many “funny” reenact- 
ment voices, and what may be the most 
gratuitous Wilhelm Scream ever. Nuts! 
is very entertaining, but it turns out the 
definitive XERA documentary has yet to 
be made. Get on it, Ken Burns. SC 


Zero Days 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the 
Embarcadero Center Cinema. 
Whenever the power goes out, it’s 
hard not to wonder in the back of your 
mind if it’ll ever come back on. The 
newest film by the Church of Scien- 
tology’s least-favorite documentarian, 


Alex Gibney’s Zero Days demonstrates 
that it’s easier than you might think in 
our interconnected world for our power 
grid to be knocked out, or worse. Zero 
Days tells the story of Stuxnet, the most 
complex virus ever created as of 2009; 
it was developed by the NSA, in cahoots 
with Israel, to make certain centrifuges 
in Iran’s Natanz nuclear facility spin out 
of control and go kablooey. It worked, 
but when the Stuxnet monster turned 
around and attacked American com- 
puters in a way that nobody could have 
possibly predicted — thanks for noth- 
ing, Mary Shelley! — the Department 


of Homeland Security didn’t know it 
was coming from elsewhere in the U.S. 
government. Not only did the Obama 
administration refuse to acknowledge 
conducting online attacks until Edward 
Snowden spilled the beans, it turns out 
the first rule of communicating about 
such things between government agen- 
cies boils down to “Talk about Fight 
Club before you talk about cyber-war- 
fare.” Zero Days doesn't offer any an- 
swers, or even hope — how could it? — 
but at least it shines a light on a major, 
and majorly terrifying, issue. SC 
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FILM SHOWTIMES 


To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


Alamo Drafthouse. NUTS!: The mostly true story of Dr. 
John Romulus Brinkley, an eccentric genius who 
built an empire with his goat-testicle impotence 
cure and a million-watt radio station. Fri., July 8, 
6:30 & 9 p.m.; Sat., July 9, 7 & 9:40 p.m.; Sun., July 
10, 6:30 & 9 p.m. 2550 Mission St, San Francisco, 
415-549-5959, https://drafthouse.com/sf/theater/ 
new-mission. 

AMC Metreon 16. The BFG: This film tells the tale of 
a young girl, the Queen of England and a benev- 
olent giant known as the BFG, who set out on an 
adventure to capture the evil, man-eating giants 
who have been invading the human world. Daily. 101 
Fourth St., San Francisco, 415-369-6207, amcthe- 
atres.com/movie-theatres/amc-metreon-16. 

Artists’ Television Access. Other Cinema: An ongoing 
series of experimental cinema. Saturdays, 8:30 
p.m. $7. 992 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-824- 
3890, atasite.org. 

Balboa Theatre. Free State of Jones: As civil war divides 
the nation, a poor farmer from Mississippi leads a 
group of rebels against the Confederate army. Daily. 
Finding Dory: The friendly-but-forgetful blue tang 
fish reunites with her loved ones, and everyone 
learns a few things about the real meaning of 
family along the way. Daily. Balboa Classics: Classic 
movies every week. Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. The Secret 
Life Of Pets: A terrier named Max regularly invites 
his friends to hang out at his place while his owner 
is gone, but his quiet life is upended when said 
owner also takes in Duke, a stray mutt whom Max 
instantly dislikes. Starting July 8. Daily. Popcorn 
Palace: Every Saturday at 10 a.m. $10 gets ticket plus 
popcorn and drink! Saturdays, 10 a.m. 3630 Balboa, 
San Francisco, 415-221-2184, balboamovies.com. 

Castro Theatre. A Salute to Chuck Jones: The Cartoon 
Art Museum in partnership with The Chuck Jones 
Center for Creativity and The Castro Theatre is 
proud to host A Salute to Chuck Jones, a select 
screening of classic Warner Bros. cartoons by the 
four-time Academy Award-winning animator and 
director. The program will feature 35mm prints from 
the Jones family archives, spotlighting over adozen 
iconic shorts including What's Opera, Doc?, One 
Froggy Evening, Feed the Kitty, Duck Amuck, and 
Rabbit of Seville. Special guests will be on hand to 
introduce their favorite cartoons and to celebrate 
Jones's legacy. Sun., July 10, 12-3 p.m. From $17 to 
$150. cartoonart.org/2016/06/a-salute-to-chuck- 
jones/. 429 Castro, San Francisco, 415-621-6120, 
castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. The Room: Tommy Wiseau's cinematic 
bomb is every bit as bad as it’s cracked up to be. 
You'll crack up as well at this riotous midnight 
screening with lots of Rocky Horror-style audience 
participation. Second Saturday of every month, 
11:59 p.m. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-267- 
4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
clay-theatre. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. Love & Friendship: In 
this comic Jane Austen tale, a young widow (Kate 
Beckinsale) comes to the estate of her in-laws 
with plans to secure a husband. Chloé Sevigny 
co-stars. Daily. Wiener-Dog: This hilariously biting 
comedy from Todd Solondz follows the adventures 
of a dachshund who passes from oddball owner to 
oddball owner. Daily. Eat That Question: Frank Zappa 
in His Own Words: Choice archival footage is culled 
from the performer's 30-year career. Daily. Hunt 
For the Wilderpeople: Comedy about a national 
manhunt that ensues when a defiant boy and his 
cantankerous foster uncle run in the bush. Starting 
July 8. Daily. Zero Days: The malware worm Stuxnet, 
famously used against Iranian centrifuges, has 
been claimed by many to have originated as a joint 
effort between America and Israel. Starting July 8. 
Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 415-26/- 
4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
embarcadero-center-cinema. 

Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic 
film screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum 
by the Exploratorium's Cinema Arts program. 
Saturdays. Free with museum admission. Pier 15, 
San Francisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 

The Knockout. Cyberpunk Cinema: Thrillhouse Records 
presents a classic sci-fi flick every month, preceded 
by an episode of Cowboy Bebop. Second Monday of 
every month, 6:30 p.m. Free. cyberpunkcinema. 
tumbIr.com. 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 415-550- 
6994, theknockoutsf.com. 

Marina Theatre. Swiss Army Man: Hank (Paul Dano) is 
stranded ona deserted island, having given up all 
hope of ever making it home again. But one day 
everything changes when a corpse named Manny 
(Daniel Radcliffe) washes up on shore; the two 
become fast friends, and ultimately go on an epic 
adventure that will bring Hank back to the woman 
of his dreams. Daily. 2149 Chestnut, San Francisco, 
415-345-1323, www.Intsf.com. 

Oddball Films. The Underbelly of the Bay: Dark Secrets of 
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San Francisco: A program of short films, documenta- 
ries, TV programs, and film noirs revealing the dark 
side of the Bay Area from the devastating quake at 
the turn of the 20th century up through the dark 
arts resurgence of the 1970s. From Satanists to 
cults, murderers to earthquakes, bombings, crooks 
and more, this is one dark night in the San Francisco 
of yesteryear. Films include the classic 1906 San 
Francisco Earthquake Film, Parole, Invocation of 
my Demon Brother, Flesh and Leather, plus news 
outtakes and more. Thu., July 7, 8-10 p.m. $10. 
oddballfilms.blogspot.com/2016/07/underbelly- 
of-bay-dark-secrets-of-san.html. What the F(ilm)?! 
17: Oddball's Strangest Ladies: An evening of some of 
the most bizarre, hilarious and insane films from 
our massive stock footage collection. This time 
around, we're Saluting the girls and women that 
make our archive so strange with a night full of 
lady wrestlers, derby dolls, psychedelic ice-skat- 
ers, little girl ventriloquists, singing and dancing 
celebrities, tiger burlesque numbers, talking 
horses and more feminine cine-insanity than you 
can handle. Fri., July 8, 8-10 p.m. $10. oddballfilms. 
blogspot.com/2016/07/what-film-17-oddballs- 
strangest-ladies.html. 275 Capp, San Francisco, 
415-558-8112, oddballfilms.blogspot.com. 

Opera Plaza Cinema. The Music of Strangers: Yo-Yo 
Ma and the Silk Road Ensemble: Filmmaker Morgan 
Neville profiles cellist Yo-Yo Ma and the Silk Road 
Ensemble, an eclectic group of musicians who 
tour worldwide. Daily. Genius: A stirring look at the 
friendship and professional relationship between 
world-renowned book editor Maxwell Perkins and 
literary giant Thomas Wolfe. Daily. De Palma: In this 
lively, illuminating documentary, Brian De Palma 
explores not only his life and work but also his 
singular approach to the craft of filmmaking. Daily. 
601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-267-4893, www. 
landmarktheatres.com/market/SanFrancisco/ 
OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 

Roxie Theater. Wedding Doll: Hagit, a young talented 
woman with a mild mental deficiency lives with her 
mother Sara, a divorced mother, ina small suburb 
town in the desert. She has a part time job ina 
toilet paper factory and longs to be independent. 
Her mother, who gave up her dreams, works as 
a chambermaid in a hotel and her life surrounds 
around taking care of her daughter. Hagit's biggest 
dream is to get married. Secretly and without the 
knowledge of her mother, she’s in love with the 
son of the factory owner, who gradually falls in 
love with her. In her mind, she believes that one 
day they'll get married. The announcement of the 
closer of the factory, shakes Hagit and Sara's life 
and jeopardizes Hagit's love story. Through July 
1. Cosmos: A literary adaptation transforms Polish 
writer Witold Gombrowicz’'s novel of the same 
name into an ominous and manic exploration 
of desire. Witold who has just failed the bar, and 
his companion Fuchs, who has recently quit his 
fashion job, are staying at a guesthouse run by 
the intermittently paralytic Madame Woytis. Upon 
discovering a sparrow hanged in the woods near 
the house, Witold’s reality mutates into a whirlwind 
of tension, histrionics, foreboding omens, and 
surrealistic logic as he becomes obsessed with 
Madame Woytis's daughter Lena, newly married 
to Lucien. July 8-14. From Afar (Desde Alla): Wealthy 
middle-aged Armando (Alfredo Castro) lures youn 
men to his home with money. He doesn’t wan 
to touch, only watch from a strict distance. He 
also follows an elderly businessman with whom 
he seems to have had a traumatic relationship. 
Armando's first encounter with street thug Elder 
(Luis Silva) is violent, but this doesn't discourage 
the lonely man’s fascination with the tough 
handsome teenager. Financial interest keeps 
Elder visiting him regularly and an unexpected 
intimacy emerges. But Armando's haunted past 
looms large, and Elder commits the ultimate act of 
affection on Armando's behalf. July 8-14. Popcorn 
for Breakfast: Saturday Cartoons: The Roxie presents 
an assortment of great classic cartoons (in both 
black & white and full color) for Saturday-morning 
slackers of all ages. Second Saturday of every 
month, tl a.m. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
863-1087, roxie.com. 

Sundance Kabuki 8 Cinema. he /nfiltrator: In 1986, 
federal agent Robert Mazur (Bryan Cranston) goes 
under cover to infiltrate the trafficking network of 
Colombian drug kingpin Pablo Escobar. Working 
with fellow agents Emir Abreu (John Leguizamo) 
and Kathy Ertz (Diane Kruger), Mazur poses as 
a slick, money-laundering businessman named 
Bob Musella. Gaining the confidence of Roberto 
Alcaino (Benjamin Bratt), Escobar's top lieutenant, 
Mazur must navigate a vicious criminal underworld 
where one wrong move could cost him everything. 
Starting July 13. Daily. 1881 Post St., San Francisco, 
415-931-9800, www.sundancecinemas.com/ 
kabuki.html. 

Temescal Arts Center. Shapeshifters Cinema: Free 
monthly film series featuring experimental image 
manipulators and ambient sound shamans. Second 
Sunday of every month, 8 p.m. Free. shapeshifter- 
scinema.com. 511 48th St., Oakland, 510-923-1074, 
temescalartscenter.org. 
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LocoL Time 


The Uptown Oakland location of Daniel Patterson and Roy Choi's Loco is a fast-food social justice project. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


The world definitely needs more 
food palindromes. “Go hanga salami, [ma 
lasagna hog” is a good one, if a bit con- 
trived. LocoL, the palindromic fast-food 
restaurant with locations in Watts and Up- 
town Oakland, is stylistically advanced 
enough to throw more our way. (The 
menu isn’t wordplay-averse, with a Green 
Goddess bowl called “Bulgar Language.”) 
But while the product of the partnership 
between SoCal food truck king Roy Choi 
and Bay Area chef-demigod Daniel Patter- 
son (Coi, Haven, Plum Bar) can be read the 
same backwards and forwards, it still cre- 
ates a lot of confusion. 

Pronounced “local” — not “loco” 
with an L at the end — LocoL is a wor- 
thy effort, a fast-food joint with big as- 
pirations. Food aside, I have to say I like 
the branding concept, which inverts the 
uniformity associated with corporate 
food. Noodleman, the Oakland loca- 
tion’s mascot, looks like the Flying Spa- 
ghetti Monster or a two-legged ball of 
worms, and there’s also another charac- 
ter that looks like a cross between Super 
Mario and Wimpy from Popeye. They’re 
cool-looking, but when it comes time to 
conveying factual information, design 
flaws emerge. LocoL’s picture-less menu 
doesn’t always tell you if something 
comes with a sauce or even what whole 
categories (like “yotchays”) are. In 
short, it can be frustratingly hard to 
know what you're ordering. 

Take the prices, which feel erratic. 
An immense bowl of chili with crum- 
bled crackers over rice is only $7, but 
the veggie and chicken nugs ($4) are 
but four to a cup. Even though they’re 
a piddling $3, the French toast holes 
somehow felt like a bigger rip-off, be- 
cause there are only three little guys 
sitting in a lake of syrup that goes to 
waste. (When you're going head-to- 
head with the $2.99 hotcakes-and-sau- 
sage from McDonald’s all-day breakfast 
menu, you ve got to give people more 
than that.) It’s not as if LocoL’s break- 
fast is especially high-brow, either; I 
liked the egg, bean, and cheese brekkie 
sandwich and especially the one with 
carnitas ($5 each), but something 
about eggs with hard right angles 
doesn’t scream “artisanal” to me. 

Things that hew closer to fast-food 
expectations do better. There are four 
“burgs,” all $5: the LocoL Cheeseburg 
and Veggie Cheeseburg (each with jack 
cheese, scallion relish, and “awesome 
sauce”), a Fried Chicken (with slaw, 
buttermilk mayo, and hot sauce), and 
a BBQ Turkey (with buttermilk mayo). 
To get the bad part out of the way: Lo- 
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BBQ Turkey 


coL is seriously over-thinking the buns. 
They're like some kind of sub-focaccia 
that wants to be a biscuit yet manages 
to be soggy and dry at the same time, 
as if the test kitchen bureau of quality 
control ate them in isolation and not 
on a sandwich. But the upside is that, 
in a world of $15 and $22 hamburgers, 
the meats are pretty great. Hell yes to 
all four, but a double hell yes to the 
veg. With all due respect to the earnest 
vegetarians who ve probably tried a lot 
harder than I have to find one, I’ve nev- 
er found a veggie burger that I genu- 
inely enjoyed — until 
LocoLs. It was hearty, 
flavorful, and, best of 
all, the texture evaded 
the zone of crumbly 
sadness. (The falafel- 
like Veggie Nugs are 
superior to the Chick- 
en Nugs, too.) 

Of the four $3 quesadillas, or “fold- 
ies” — carnitas, BBQ turkey, bean-and- 
cheese, and machaca — three are good 
and greasy, although the carnitas could 
use lime and/or cilantro. The BBQ tur- 
key, though, is a total stumper. Since 
LocoL’s menu can play coy with key in- 
formation, you won't divine that you're 
getting pulled-pork-style turkey in a 
very sweet sauce, with refried beans. 
It’s fundamentally at war with itself, 
the biggest fault line on a menu that 
draws from Mexico, Southeast Asia, 
and the American South. Still, I could 
eat five of any of the other three. 

Other things are solid, too. The Noo- 
dleman ($7) — spicy and tangy in its 
simple broth of ginger, chile, and lime 


2214 Broadway, Oakland. 
No phone; welocol.com. 
Hours: Sun-Mon, 

8a.m.-8 p.m. 


— was one of my favorites. And unlike 
the otherwise delicious chili, it was hot 
enough on its own that I didn’t yearn 
for Sriracha. Of the two aguas frescas, 
I would rate the orange-apricot as fine 
and strawberry-lime as excellent. And 
while it’s hard to go awry with soft- 
serve ice cream, the dulces ($5) are 
tasty and generous. (I’m a Rocky Road 
fan, so naturally I liked that one best.) 

I’m giving myself angina just 
articulating this quibble, but LocoL 
is too loud. I’ve written that before 
about other places — Belga, Parlour, 
Suppenkiiche — but 
hearing my pasty 
ass kvetch about 
the volume level at 
a restaurant staffed 
by teenagers of 
color makes me feel 
hopelessly aged, 
even when the mu- 
sic they’re blasting is 90s R&B that 
hit the charts before they were born. 
When LocoL is crowded with patrons 
waiting for their orders, people raise 
their voices to talk to one another, and 
when they can’t hear their number 
called, the staff breaks out the PA, so 
it can get really loud. Maybe it’s a good 
thing, then, that there’s very little 
space inside LocoL to eat your food. 
That’s not to say it’s cramped, because 
it isn’t, but the only furniture consists 
of cubic wooden blocks that don’t look 
like they want to be moved around. 
(The all black-and-white interior is 
stylish, like Janelle Monde’s brain, but 
the feng shui is weird.) 

So you essentially have to eat out- 


LocoL 





Photo by Audrey Ma 


side in the plaza, where there are a 
few colorful tables and chairs, but not 
enough to accommodate LocoL, Ike’s 
Place, the adjacent taqueria, and the 
Taiwanese bento box place. If there’s 
no available space (quite probable 
during lunch) or if there’s inclement 
weather (improbable now, but not 
forever) youd better bring a bag, be- 
cause LocoL doesn’t seem set up for 
to-go orders at all. (Good luck carrying 
a lidless cup of French toast holes out 
the door.) Further, LocoL’s packaging 
is ugly, and it’s hard to decipher which 
bin to toss things into. This feels like 
nitpicking, even to me, but after a 
while the nits start to add up — and 
aren't world-famous restaurateurs the 
brains of this outfit? Mostly, though, 
it’s the buns that brought me down. 
I’m also curious about the automat- 
ed ordering kiosk. On the one hand, 
it’s just a sign of the times, since S.F. 
is getting a robot-burger restaurant 
called Momentum Machines and even 
the create-your-taste McDonald’s in 
the Financial District is on board with 
that trend. But if much of the point 
of LocoL is to invest in an underpriv- 
ileged teenage workforce, why auto- 
mate them out of the equation, even 
a little bit? (It might be a moot point, 
though, because over three visits, I 
never saw a soul using them.) And 
on the subject of teens, all the ones I 
interacted with were knowledgeable, 
professional, and polite. The problem 
is that right now, it feels like they’re 
running the whole show. 
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Potrero Hill 


25647 5rd Street 


415.829.8999 


LongBridgePizza.com 


Mon-Fri: 11am-3pm & 5-9pm 
Sat: 12-9pm 





World Famous 
Original 
"Irish Coffee" 







Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


Sat-Sun 


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


Ye Ro 2 BY 
thebuenavista.com 





SFWEEKLY.COM 





Broadway Grill 

1400 Broadway, Burlingame 
(650) 343-9333 

bwerill.com 


BERKELEY 


Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 
23/77 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 


BRISBANE 


7 Mile House 

2800 Bayshore Blvd. 
(415) 467-2343 
7milehouse.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 

3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 

3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 

(415) 346-4900 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John’s Grill 

63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsgrill.com 
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The Original Tommy’s Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 

425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 

439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 
525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 

getaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 

3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 8/2-91/1 

kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 

401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 

233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate’s Kitchen 

471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


HAYES VALLEY 


Revelry Bistro 
297 Page Street 
(415) 241-6833 
revelrybistro.com 


Cal Mart 

585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 

calmartnv.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415) 757-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 

509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 

Eiji 

317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 

3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 

546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 

1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


DINING YOUT| 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 


clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Original U.S. Restaurant 
414 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 398-1300 
originalusrestaurant.com 


Rose Pistola 

532 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 399-0499 
rosepistolasf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 

1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 

300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 

2/65 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Clay Oven Cuisine of India 
78 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-9194 
clayovensanmateo.com 


Sky Lounge 

76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 


SOMA 


Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 

171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 

goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 


Mathilde French Bistro 
315 5th St, San Francisco 
(415) 546-6128 
mathildesf.com 


Oasis Grill 

711-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 

oasisgrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
21st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 

3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


WEST PORTAL 


Clay Oven 

385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 731-2400 

clayovensf.com 
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North Beach 
Restaurant 


A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 


North Beach Restaurant has 
served the finest Cucina Toscana 
in the Bay Area. Famous for its 
home-cured prosciutto and the 


freshest caught wild fish in the 
Bay Area, the restaurant is a 


dining destination with great food, 


award-winning wine list, relaxed 
atmosphere and superb service. 


Serving continuously from 
11:30am- 11:45pm 
Private Banquet Rooms (up to 135) 
Valet Parking 
1512 Stockton Street, San Francisco 


(415) 392-1700 
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All Buzz, 
No Crash With 
I! Morso 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


It sounds crass even to laugh 

at it now by way of condemnation, but in 
the 1970s and’80s, there was an appe- 
tite-suppressing confection, or “reducing 
chocolate,” called Ayds. That's right: Get 
yourself some Ayds, and the pounds will 
just melt away. 

Admittedly, any comparison with 
that will sound unfair no matter what, 
but the point is that claims to derive 
magical benefits from eating chocolate 
have a checkered history (at best). Not 
so with I] Morso, a year-old Oakland 
company that makes individual dark 
chocolate bites containing 18 milli- 
grams of caffeine. The name simply 
means “the bite,” so there’s little risk 
of unfortunate wordplay, and the in- 
structions read, “For Instant Coffee, 
Just Add Mouth.” Cute but not cutesy, 
Il Morso’s packaging is pretty good — 
a pale robin’s egg blue printed with 
winged coffee cups with bite marks. 
(They’re not unlike that army of flying 
toasters from the ’90s, if you'll pardon 
a reference that’s almost as dated as 
Ayds.) 

The contents of the Americano are 
delightfully bitter, containing nothing 
more than organic espresso beans, or- 
ganic cocoa butter, and organic whole 
cane sugar. (Three other varieties each 
step down the buzz factor: Coffee & 
Cream contains 16 milligrams of caf- 
feine, Mocha has 14, and the Matcha 
Green Tea has only seven.) 

I’m an inveterate gobbler, so I in- 
variably eat two or three at a time. But 
the office consensus was more or less 
unanimous among fellow devourers 
as well as people who do things as in- 


structed: a little bit of energy, no crash. 


It’s almost like forced moderation, 
which is ideal for people with bound- 
ary issues and a predilection for zest 
who don’t want to be nearly uncon- 
scious at 3 p.m. 

I’ve learned my lesson the hard way 


MUSIC 


Eric Pratt 


not to take chocolate on road trips, 
where it inevitably migrates to the 
sunniest spot in the car and liquefies 
of its own accord — although because 
Il Morso chocolates are tiny, they sur- 
vived a recent drive through the Cen- 
tral Valley. And while I’ve yet to master 
a way to break free of the diminishing 
returns that cup after cup of coffee 
provides, this seems very promising. 


Cecilia Chiang Is 
96 and Goes Out 
More Than! Do 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


If you don’t already know the 
name, Cecilia Chiang did for Chinese food 
what Julia Child did for French cooking: 
She made it accessible to a generation of 
Americans who, until she came along, had 
to deal with grotesque bastardizations pre- 
pared with substandard ingredients. 

In 1961, Chiang founded The Man- 
darin, a Polk Street restaurant that 
everyone told her would fail because she 
wasn't catering to white middlebrow 
palates by serving chop suey. A few years 
later, it moved to Ghirardelli Square, 
where — along with another location in 
Beverly Hills — The Mandarin became a 
darling of the smart set and lasted until 
2006. Chiang had long since bowed out 
of the kitchen by then, and her son Philip 
had gone on to co-found P.F. Chang’s in 
1993: 

Chiang, at 96 years of age, remains 
active and heavily involved in the San 
Francisco dining scene, providing sage 
advice to people you might not think 
would need any, like Belinda Leong of 
B. Patisserie. Last Thursday, at the PE. 
Chang’s in Emeryville, more than 100 
people — among them Leong, Gary Dan- 
ko, and Laurence Jossel of Nopa — gath- 
ered to honor Chiang on the occasion of a 
six-part documentary series, The Kitchen 
Wisdom of Cecilia Chiang, which debuted 
Saturday evening on KQED. Philip Chi- 
ang recalled redeeming Coke bottles 55 
years ago, admitting that the inspiration 
to opena restaurant came to 9 p33 
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him relatively late in life. 

Much has been written about Chi- 
ang’s earlier life and the obstacles she 
overcame to make a name for herself. 
(Being a foreign-born woman made her 
unable to procure a liquor license, for 
one, and the wholesalers she worked 
with in Chinatown demanded cash for 
every transaction, never extending any 
credit.) So I asked her what she was up to 


these days. I knew she was active, but I 
didn’t realize she went out every evening. 
y 
J 





“Last night I had two dinners,” she 
said. “My granddaughter came — she’s 
from Boston — and she was hungry for 
some Japanese sashimi, so we went to a 
new restaurant called Ju-Ni. Very good. 
Michael [Bauer] gave it three stars. The 
chef is young and Chinese, but he’s old 
school.” 

Making a slapping gesture with one 
hand on top of the the other, she added, 
“So I watched him make the rice. I said, 
‘Oh, you're from the old school, you know 
the old-fashioned way, and he said, ‘Oh, 
how do you know?’ And I said, ‘I lived in 
Japan before I came here!’ So he was very 


happy.’ 


Ju-Ni onl 2 le, so sh 
PAPEQSIT ety Aa ene 


SHOWTIMES 


Reviews 
AND MORE! 





son, because he wanted her to say hello 
to some friends from PF. Chang’s. It WEEKLY 
turned into dinner No. 2. 
“They have a second seating and 
SE EEK Oe ae [Cala’s chef, Gabriela] Camara was there. 
‘Oh, Cecilia, you look good,’ she said. So SFWEEKLY.COM/MOVIES 


we started to eat another meal,” she said. 
Dining out is part of Chiang’s daily 
a! §=§=routine, which otherwise involves fruit 
and oatmeal for breakfast and a walk 
and stretch in Lafayette Park, near her 


home in Pacific Heights. She’s on the 

phone a lot, making fundraising calls for iT fi 

a school that set up a scholarship fund r) 

in her name, and mentoring some of San ] , 
Francisco's leading culinary masters as “a il a 


needed. When she first met Leong seven 
or eight years ago, the latter was working 


at Gary Danko. Chiang described her as | COME ein US IN CELEBRATING 
Say never had any business before. : TH E LIFE AND WORK OF FRIDA KAHLO 
First time, so she’s kind of timid, not Run s th Kelle} 8-30-20 ] re) 


enough confidence. So I pushed her: 
‘Don't be afraid.’ She said, ‘People have 
said the location’s not good, no place to 
park, also you have no walk-ins because 


blah blah blah’ I said, ‘Belinda, don’t | ‘ "4 415.255.8201 ¢ 546 VALENCIA ST IN LA MISSION 


listen to other people! You make the 


’ 99 


location. : 
People told Chiang the exact same | . ~~ = 
thing more than a half-century ago when | — > | Fie ete 
- . nly at Ganim’s 


she opened her restaurant a mile away S 35: — ae y 


from Chinatown. 
Kin 3 8B a St 


SERVING THE ) 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA -—'} 


FOR 25 YEARS! 





She expressed admiration for Leong’s 
18-hour days, the fact that she’s em- 
ploying 10 people, and how she’s open- 
ing a third location of B. Patisserie (in 
Honolulu). As with Alice Waters several 
decades ago, the pride she takes in her 
protege’s success is self-evident. And af- 
ter a minute, I couldn't tell if Chiang was 
recounting the story or just imparting 
generalized wisdom to me. 

“You do what you can do. The best you 
can,’ she said. “Don’t listen to anybody. 
You have to make yourself strong and 
just go out and do it.” — PLK 
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, FRENCH+BISTRO 


Traditional french cuisine 
in the heart of SoMa! 





Great HAPPY HOUR 


Dy ahal.ar- hake Mi aerere! 
Specials 3PM-6PM 
Everyday 


Comme Chez Nous 
as you are at our home! 





BRUNCH, LUNCH 
EARLY BIRD PRIX-FIXE 
& DINNER 


795 














EURO2016 


rH ANCE 
198 5th Street at Howard 


415.625.0436 


www.thechieftain.com 


315 5TH STREET 
415-546-6128 
MATHILDESF.COM 


For over 100 years, the U.S. Restaurant has been 
known as the place where locals enjoy Italian food 
in an atmosphere just like nonnas house. 
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Lniane Sportiva 
BGHT STATUTE RACE 
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A NORTH BEACH TRADITION. 


Visit us for the best Italian dishes and 
authentic family recipes from Sicily right 
in the heart of North Beach! 


414 COLUMBUS AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133 


415-398-1300 ORIGINALUSRESTAURANT.COM 
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THE MONK’S BREWKETTLE 


Vow of Laughter 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


I never know what to make of 
the specter of medieval monks who 
brewed beer. It’s easy to conjure up im- 
ages of jolly, self-contained communi- 
ties of men whistling as they worked or 
clinking steins at communal tables un- 
der a crucifix. Then again, life was prob- 
ably pure drudgery, and selling beer to 
local burghers might have kept them 
alive through lean years as the plague 
raged outside the monastery walls. 

In any case, we who live in the 
distant future don’t have to worry 
about pleasing a humorless abbot or 
drinking low-alcohol beer because the 
freshwater supply is questionable; 
we can just drink good beer. The San 
Francisco craft-brewing world is grow- 
ing almost too rapidly for the Brewers 
Guild to keep up, and Laughing Monk 
Brewing, whose tap room has been 
open for a few months now, is but one 
of many to burst on the scene this 
year. It was not born from Trappists 
or Cistercians, but from two guys 
named Andrew Casteel and Aaron 
Hicks, who got into homebrewing and 
never looked back — until they hada 
facility capable of churning out 6,000 
barrels of beer. 

And it’s a welcoming spot, where 
the bartender who clocks out at 5 p.m. 
might continue to offer patrons 
helpful recommendations from a 


few stools away. The wifi password 
— which I won't reveal, although 

it’s benevolent propaganda for the 
suds-swilling cause — is right there 
on the chalkboard, which is always 

a nice touch. It’s open to the side- 
walk, the restrooms are spotless, and 
there’s a full-wall mural of a tree in 
autumn that’s big enough to keep the 
space, which is as industrial as you 
might expect, from feeling like the 
employee cafeteria in a power plant 
like so many brewery taprooms do. 

As a sort of Californian-Belgian 
hybrid, Laughing Monk’s brews aren’t 
beholden to any one particular style, 
and the three-pour-for-$8 sampler 
trio is definitely the best way of ex- 
ploring things, ‘cause it’s fun to go 
spelunking among the joint’s dozen or 
so taps (with one devoted to a guest 
brewery, currently Standard Deviant’s 
Pale Ale). The American Blonde has 
strong notes of hoppy cannabis, while 
the low-ABV Pink Boots Gose softens 
its salty edge with a refreshing citrus 
flavor. There’s an unmistakable gulf in 
the bitterness department between 
the mellow IPA (7 percent ABV) and 
the Double IPA (9.5 percent), which 
is shrewd. (Pair the latter with a pret- 
zel.) There’s popcorn, bourbon pecans, 
butter cookies, and kettle chips, along 
with two $6 sandwiches on Fox & 
Lion bread. And of course, the obliga- 
tory growlers are available, at $11-$16 
for 32 ounces. 

Having just released Bayview 
Gold — a sessionable golden ale made 
with chamomile that’s sourced from 
nearby community gardens — they’re 
already on to the next one. A note 
on the chalkboard solicits possible 
names for the forthcoming Belgian 
wheat with mandarin, and since the 
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Peter Lawrence Kane 


leading contenders seem to be mostly 
in-jokes suggested by drunk people, 
further feedback would probably be 
appreciated before the taps turn on 
next week. In the meantime, there 
will be a Burning Man “Pre-Compres- 
sion” party with the Flaming Lotus 
Girls as part of the SPARC Festival on 
Saturday, July 9 — with discounted 
tickets for people who live in the 
neighborhood — and release parties 
every Thursday through the end of 
the month (for the possibly unnamed 
Belgian wheat, a Summer Willow IPA, 
and a barrel-aged beer). 

The tricky part is getting there. 
Without wading too deeply into the 
distasteful politics of the T light-rail 
line, it took 50 minutes for me and 
a friend to get there from Powell 
Station at rush hour on a Friday af- 
ternoon. Luckily, although Laughing 
Monk is about a dozen blocks south of 
the Bayview’s livelier commercial core, 
it’s right next door to Seven Stills Dis- 
tillery, the maker of whiskey, vodka, 
and bitters whose grand opening is 
less than two weeks away. In other 
words, you can feel the neighborhood 
forming already. The Brewers Guild 
runs a free, well-coordinated monthly 
shuttle to expose beer drinkers to 
new, exciting microbreweries, many of 
which are in industrial neighborhoods 
like the Bayview or Dogpatch. But it’s 
nice to see a situation for the inebria- 
tion community where you don’t even 
need the bus to get from A to B. Who’s 
laughing now? 


Laughing Monk Brewing 
1439 Egbert Ave. 
415-890-5970 or 

laughingmonkbrewing.com 
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THREE COURSE 


PRIME RIB ‘od 
DINNER FOR TV 


Lo} bi i a ,, Salad, 
Two 8o0z Cufs Of The Best 
Bee eid Ir & he S Eggs! Te Ne) etel us 










7/13 Tight Squeeze 
7/20 East Crescent 


7/27 Redwood Roots 
8/31 Native Elements 


2800 Bayshore Blvd, Brisbane, CA 94005 
415-467-2343 ¢ www./7milehouse.com 


*Schedule might change without prior notice. 
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KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


== AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 











Hand Made and Fresh 
o 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
L 
Dumplings 
| 


Every night 
















_o— 


—e , 
— eS at the Marina's Best Kept Secret 
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TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 
FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
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Th B Il d Live Jazz Nightly 
C raZ CT) Ca Zagat Rates John’s Grill - #1 Steakhouse 
in Downtown San Francisco. 


(415) 986-3274 | www.JohnsGrill.com 
Tel: (415) 921-7600 www.brazenheadsf.com 63 Ellis Street between Powell & Stockton 


MING OF NOODLES Buchanan @ Greenwich / Bar opens at 49m / Dinner nightly 50m-1am 
— Hand-Pulled Everyday —— 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 
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Arinell Pizza 


HER NEW YORK STYLE 
OL iia ar-lite 
Value Since 1975 


FRI & SAT IN THE MISSION! 


SF - The Mission 
509 Valencia St. 
(at 16th Street) 
(415) 255-1303 


Downtown Berkeley 
2119 Shattuck Ave. 
(next to B of A) 
(510) 841-4035 


Open 7 days a week 











seri 


EVERY FOOD & DRINK SPEEIALS ALL DAY 


sATUROAY 
SATURDAY Al G. & BILLY JAZ*GUESTS 


TUB BRANNANO?THSF / ALWAES FREE ° 
kKkkkkkkhkkkekkkkkkkkkkkak 


JOIN US ON SUNDAY FOR 
B.B. HAYES BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION! 


NEVER A COVER! ALWAYS A GOOD TIME! 





KITCHEN OPEN ‘TIL 9 | SUNDAYS ‘TIL 6 
VOTED BEST HAPPY HOUR BY [UTE YS) AWARD 
AT THE CORNER OF 7™ & BRANNAN STREETS 
MARSBARSE.COM | 415-621-6277 
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‘WE'RE LUCKY THAT IT WASN'T WORSE’ 


Slow and Steady 


By Jessie Schiewe 


Midi Matilda was in a pickle. 

The electronic-pop duo — con- 
sisting of drummer Logan Grimé and 
multi-instrumentalist and singer 
Skyler Kilborn — had dozens of three- 
foot-by-two-foot band posters printed 
on newsprint, but they had no idea 
what to do with them. 

They originally planned on plaster- 
ing them around San Francisco as a 
means of advertising their upcoming 
show at The Independent on Friday, 
July 8. But after doing some research, 
the Oakland band nixed the idea. “We 
didn’t want The Independent to get 
in trouble,” Kilborn says. (Though San 
Francisco allows the public to post 
signs on public property, municipal 
regulations limit what is allowed, such 
as poster size and the number of days 
that a flier is allowed to be up.) 

So the pair came up with another 
idea. Using Facebook Live, the plat- 
form’s recently launched live-stream- 
ing feature, they filmed themselves 
driving around, announcing to viewers 
in San Francisco that they would 
hand-deliver a stack of posters to any- 
one who messaged them an address. 

Replies started pouring in, and they 
had time to drop off posters to fans in 
the Sunset and “somewhere off of Van 
Ness Avenue’ in the hour or so before 
our interview. 

“It was a fun little adventure,” 
Grimé says. “When we'd drive there, 
wed give them a hug, and they'd be 
like, ‘Have a good show! Good luck 
with the interview!’ It felt like we knew 
them already.” 

We're sitting at a wooden table on 
the mezzanine level of Sightglass Cof- 
fee in SoMa when Grimé and Kilborn 
tell this story. They’re both visibly 
excited as they recall their adventure, 
though they wish they'd been able to 
visit more fans. Midi Matilda is in the 
midst of planning its comeback. 

It’s been four years since the release 
of “Day Dreams,” the band’s rollicking, 
piano-laced debut single that was wild- 
ly successful in the indie blogosphere. 
More than 80 websites worldwide 
posted the track, and within a couple 
of days, the musicians had secured 
a manager, an agent, a lawyer, anda 
sold-out show at Cafe Du Nord (before 
it underwent renovations and new 
ownership). 

“Things started to fall in place really 
quickly,” Grimé recalls. 

Midi Matilda kept the momentum 
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going with the EP Red Light District, 
which led to a Q&A with the Huffing- 
ton Post and a record deal with the 
label Five Seven Music, which re-re- 
leased the EP in 2013 and sent the 
band on two nationwide tours. 

But after 2013, there was radio si- 
lence from Midi Matilda. 

“We weren't really in the public eye, 
doing stuff,” Grimé says. 

“Things slowed down for us a little 
bit,” Kilborn adds. 

Part of this was because the band 
was busy writing songs and creating 
new material, but the other reason was 
that they weren't getting along with 
their label. 

“We wanted to put out certain mu- 
sic and we weren't seeing eye-to-eye,” 
Grimé says. 

To make matters worse, their man- 
ager, Steve Brodsky, passed away from 
acute leukemia a year into their con- 
tract with Five Seven Music. 

“He was our connection to the 
label,” Kilborn says. “He was the voice 
that spoke for us, but then suddenly it 
was left up to us to do it on our own.” 





After two years, Midi Matilda was 
able to leave the label. Though they'd 
lost much of the attention garnered 
from the release of their debut single 
and EP, the duo feels fortunate to be 
independent again. 

“We're lucky that it wasn’t worse,” 
Kilborn says. “There’s bands that get 
held back indefinitely because of their 
record contracts.” 

Their goal now is to pick up where 
they left off in 2012 and grow from 
there. They’ve already played one 
show at Neck Of The Woods, and since 
April they’ve released a new track each 
month. The band also has a lot of older 
material created during their time with 
Five Seven Music that they feel they 
must share in order to move on. 

“It’s not because we want to just get 
it out of the way,” Kilborn says. “We're 
very proud of these songs. We just 
need to keep moving forward with new 
material.” 

Putting out older tracks has its 
benefits. They can gauge listeners’ 
tastes and use them asa rubric for 
future songs and also gradually reig- 


Egan Kolb 


nite fans’ interest in the band. Their 
June release, “You Make Me Feel,” an 
upbeat, guitar-rich track reminiscent 
of Maroon 5, was created more than 
three years ago, but has swiftly become 
the band’s most listened to song on 
Spotify. 

An album — perhaps a few — will 
come eventually, they say, but it won’t 
come any time soon. The pair would 
rather have a slow build-up, prefaced 
with strategically released singles over 
an immediate, full album drop. 

“We're mindful and conscious of 
creating an album,” Kilborn says, “but 
we re not planning it too hard.” 

“It’s going to be a journey,’ Grimé 


adds. 


Midi Matilda plays with Panicis 
Perfect and The Tambo Rays 

at 9p.m., Friday, July 8, at 

The Independent. $14-$16; 
theindependentsf.com. 
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COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO ~— POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 


mil, li 


OPEN NOON» 2 AM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
HAPPY HOUR 
M-t 12 NOON ® 7 PM 


UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


lO 


——— 


510 LARKIN at turk 
the tenderloin 


415 926 8118 


boozeland: 
emperornortons.com 
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St, “oer 
((" Sr« ce 
FEATURING: PLINY THE ELDER..ALL DAY, EVERYDAY 
KITCHEN OPEN MON - SAT AT 4:00 PM 


7/9 alcohololocaust presents 


SWIFTUMZ 

RAYS (memeers or LIFE STINKS) 

NEUTRALS (EX AIRFIX KITS, TERRY MALTS) 
DOORS 9PM ¢ SHOW 10PM - $5 COVER 


TO CHINO LOCO 


FEATURING JAMAICAN CURRY, 
JERK CHICKEN AND MORE... 


1 MOJITO MONDAYS 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY 

AN ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 PM TO 2 AM 

$1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 

7/12 TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED TUESDAYS 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA WITH A CAN OF TECATE 
113. WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 
M4 THROWBACK THURSDAYS 
CELEBRATE THE PAST OF THIS GLORIOUS 
CITY WITH “THE STEVE MCQUEEN” DRINK 
SPECIAL: AN ICE COLD CAN OF ANCHOR 
CALIFORNIA LAGER AND A SHOT OF BULLEIT 
BOURBON FOR $8... 


TN6 FLOATING GOAT 
SERPENTS OF DAWN 


GRAVEDODGER 
(FORMERLY ANCIENT RITES) 


DOORS 9PM / SHOW 10PM ° $5 COVER 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 
%*& MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM *& 
%& WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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18-year-old Jewish rapper Ben Solomon has been releasing positivity-soaked albums since high school 


By Jessie Schiewe 


In advance of its annual Oracle 
Arena basketball games against 
Lick-Wilmerding High School, the spirit 
squad from University High School up- 
loaded a video on YouTube in January. 
Called “Devil’s Anthem,” the four-minute- 
and-22-second film is essentially an ode to 
the Pacific Heights school, with cameo 
shots of its sports teams, faculty, and stu- 
dents. A tall blonde student named Fran- 
nie Arnautou handles the chorus, belting 
the lines “It’s the Devil’s anthem / Lick 
here we come’ from various locations 
around campus, including the top of 
Twin Peaks. 

But it’s the song’s writer and rapper, 
a senior named Ben Solomon, who 
deserves the most applause. Donning 
thick rectangular glasses, a red fleece 
vest, and a white T-shirt (red and white 
are University’s school colors), Solo- 
mon — who raps under the name King 
Sol — spits words in quick succession, 
his voice athletic and tireless, his lines 
punctuated with open arms and hand 
gestures. 

Since middle school, the 18-year-old 
has been practicing the art of rapping, 
and for most of his high school career, 
he’s made money on the side by pen- 
ning songs for people through the in- 
ternet. (He’s also not the first rapper to 
graduate from University High School; 
Watsky predates him by 11 years.) 

To date, Solomon, who will attend 
Tufts University in the fall, has released 
three albums, but he counts “Devil’s An- 
them” as one of the most pivotal points 
in his career thus far. Not only was it 
fun to create, but it ended up leading to 
the emcee’s first-ever rap beef. 

Two days after the spirit squad 
at University uploaded the video, 
some students from Lick-Wilmerding 
responded with a video of their own 
— except, instead of modeling it as a 
paean to their school, like University 
had, they created a diss track. 

Whereas the worst remarks in “Dev- 
il’s Anthem” are “They ain’t the best” 
and “They'll be crying on every bus,” the 
lyrics to the Lick-Wilmerding students’ 
“Game Recognize Game” are more per- 
sonal and hard-hitting — and in most 
cases, aimed specifically at Solomon. 
They mock his rapping abilities, his 
bushy eyebrows, and his resemblance 
— however vague — to the Jewish co- 
median and actor Andy Samberg. 

“It got very interesting because we 
wanted to make something that was 
very positive about our school,” says 







™. 
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Solomon, who is Jewish. “And they 
came back at us with a four-minute rap 
diss song that just attacked me.” 

As a white rapper and a self-pro- 
claimed nerd who pens songs dissuad- 
ing listeners from drinking or doing 
drugs, Solomon knows he’s an easy 
target. 

“In one sense, it’s a lot harder be- 
cause you have to overcome judgments 
people have about you,’ he says. “But I 
try to be who [am and I’m not afraid to 
hide that.” 

He’s also not afraid to hide what oth- 
ers say about him. At University’s end- 
of-year school dance, Solomon learned 
the lyrics to “Game Recognize Game” 
and performed the song for his school. 
He says he now finds the song “hilari- 
ous’ and thinks it’s “cool” that he was 
embroiled in a hip-hop-related tiff. 

The Lick-Wilmerding students’ vid- 
eo — which has about 300 more views 
than “Devil’s Anthem” — also ended 
up helping Solomon (even though his 
school’s boys team ended up losing 
to Lick-Wilmerding; the girl’s team, 
however, won). King Sol’s SoundCloud 
page benefited from an influx of new 
listeners who doubled the number of 
plays for each of his 23 tracks. (He now 
has a little more than 1,000 followers 
on the music-sharing site.) 

At the end of May, Solomon re- 
leased his third album, Be Somebody, 
which he completed during the sec- 
ond semester of his senior year and 
received class credit. The eight-track 
project was mixed in Miami by DJ 
Double A, a producer who has affili- 
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ations with DJ Khaled’s We The Best 
record label. But other than that, it was 
created entirely in Solomon’s bedroom 
at his parents’ house in the Richmond 
District. In fact, Solomon’s entire cata- 
log has been recorded there. In addition 
to a twin bed, a desk, and dozens of 
vinyl rap records displayed on the walls 
as decoration, the room is outfitted 
with two electronic keyboards, a USB 
microphone covered with a pop filter, 
and a transportable square-shaped 
sound barrier that Solomon made 
using noise-cancelling foam, a stapler, 
and cardboard paper. 

Rudimentary though this setup 
may sound — and look — it works. Be 
Somebody — which features a range of 
production styles and techniques, from 
reverb and auto tuning to funky bass 
lines and marimba-esque percussion 
—isasharp, tightly recorded body of 
work that sounds professional-grade 
to even the most discerning ear. With 
braggadocio-heavy songs ranging from 
young love to time-traveling in the 
DeLorean from Back to the Future to 
broadening one’s vocabulary to include 
more than just cuss words, Be Somebody 
is Solomon’s best work to date, as well 
as his most positive. 

“T wanted to make something that 
was a reflection of who I am, but also 
something that has a purpose and re- 
inforces the idea of positivity,” he says. 
“Rap is such a powerful tool in that 
it can really change people and help 
people deal with things in life. But I feel 
like a lot of times people waste it on 
negativity.” 
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Solomon also shies away from 
sounding didactic or preachy in his 
music, especially in regards to abstain- 
ing from drinking and using drugs. 
Though he has never tried smoking 
weed, he says his stance has nothing to 
do with his religion, but that it’s more 
of a lifestyle choice, just as it is for 
those who partake in both activities. 

“Tm not out of touch with reality 
and I know that it’s a huge part of a lot 
of people’s lives,” he says. “What I have 
a problem with is when you have peo- 
ple, like Lil Wayne, where most of his 
rap songs are about drugs and alcohol. 
He has this powerful platform where 
he can put music out to millions of 
people and has the potential to change 
people’s lives, but instead, he will put 
out hundreds of songs about misogy- 
ny, violence, and drugs.” 

Even though Solomon will be head- 
ing off to college in Massachusetts this 
August, he says he won't be changing 
his message — or opinions on drinking 
and drug use — any time soon. 

“Obviously, it’s going to be around 
everywhere, but there’s no way I'd try 
either,” he says. “I’m very set in my 
ways and I think that’s what’s helped 
me get to where I am today. Being dif- 
ferent has put me on my own path.” 

Solomon will, however, continue 
making music while pursuing a degree 
in computer science, even if it means 
having to record in a closet surround- 
ed by sweaters. He even has a tentative 
name for his next album: Dorm Room 
Flows. 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Top Five Parties 
This Week 


By Chris Zaldua 


Maybe it’s something they put in the wa- 
ter over there, but the British have be- 
come extremely good at 
re-contextualizing classic American deep 
house (think Chicago, Detroit, New 
York). It all started, roughly speaking, 
with Julio Bashmore and kin, whose 
early productions paired the bass-heavy 
groove of dubstep with the tempo and 
easy clubfloor sensibility of deep house. 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Robot Ears and SET present Joel Mull 
and Lewis Fautzi at F8, 10 p.m.-3:30 a.m. 
Friday, July 8. $10-$25; feightsf.com 


Swedish techno is the real deal. The placid, 


stylish Scandinavian nation has produced 
some of the world’s finest machine music 
across the past two-plus decades. Joel 
Mull's first record came out exactly 

20 years ago. Mull’s early works were 
tough, tribal, uptempo jams overlaid 
with shimmering Detroit-style melodies. 
These days, he’s slowed down the pace a 
bit, but his knack for beautiful melodies 
that seem to emanate from outer space 
remains. Supporting Mull is Lewis Fautzi, 
an upstart Portuguese producer. 


Green Gorilla Lounge presents Henrik 
Schwarz at Mighty, 9:30 p.m.-3 a.m. 
Friday, July 8. $20+; mightysf.club 
Nearly all the world’s finest deep house 
artists are DJs, not live performers. 
Henrik Schwarz is a very notable 
exception. The German musician 
performs live almost exclusively, plying 
his uniquely jazzy, Afro-inspired take on 
deep house all over the world. Schwarz's 
records have come out on numerous 
labels, but he’s most commonly 
associated with the Innervisions family: 
Dixon, Ame, et al. That's no surprise: 
Schwarz’s productions possess the 
Same rich musicality and intoxicating 
dancefloor groove of Innervision’s best. 


Lights Down Low presents Galcher 
Lustwerk and DJ Richard at Monarch, 
10 p.m.-3 a.m. Saturday, July 9. $15- 
$20; monarchsf.com 

Galcher Lustwerk has never released 
an album, but his digital mixtape /00% 
Galcher — released online for free in 
2013 - launched his career into the 
Stratosphere. As its name indicates, it’s 
an hourlong mix of his own productions 
that codified the Galcher sound: 
impossibly smooth house, deep as the 
Mariana Trench, overlaid with his own 
hypnotic singsong-rap vocals. (He's 
known to toast on the mic during his DJ 
sets, too.) His White Material labelmate 
DJ Richard joins him. 
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The sound spread like wildfire, with a 
whole cohort of Britons following suit. 

Leon Vynehall is one of those Brit- 
ons, and he’s at the front of the pack. 
Over the course of several singles and 
a couple albums, Vynehall has honed 
in on a sound that’s equal parts dusty, 
jazzy, and soulful with rubbery U.K. 
garage basslines. The man has a knack 
for hooks like none other. Whether 
it’s arms-up piano lines, cut-up vocals, 
or snippets of rave synth, Vynehall’s 
tunes are precisely engineered for 
dancefloor elation. 

Sure, it’s not the most complicated 
stuff in the world, but it doesn’t need 
to be. Local legend Jen6 joins rising 
star Nackt on the warm-up. 


Surface Tension featuring Ancient 
Methods and Obsidian Blade at F8, 
10 p.m.-4 a.m. Saturday, July 9. $20; 
feightsf.com 

Put simply, Ancient Methods 
revolutionized techno. Originally a duo, 
but now a one-man act consisting of 
Michael Wollenhaupt, Ancient Methods 
blurred the lines between industrial 
music and techno more effectively 
than anyone else before or since. His 
records pair the heavy percussion and 
atmospherics of industrial music with 
the dancefloor groove of techno. The 
results feel like the proper culmination 
of decades of cross-pollination between 
the two genres. Oakland hardware 

beat fiend Obsidian Blade plays live in 
Support. 


NOTABLE LOCAL RECORDS 


Sketches For Winter VI: Other 
States by Danny Paul Grody; 
Geographic North 


Tam continuously awed by electronic 
music’s boundless palette of sounds 
and endless sonic universes within uni- 
verses waiting to be explored. As I get 
older, I find myself drawn similarly to 
guitar music, classical and otherwise. 
This humble string instrument seems 
capable of almost anything. Other 
States, the latest from San Francisco 
guitarist Danny Paul Grody, alumnus 
of local post-rock band Tarentel, is a 
grayscale cinematic soundscape of the 
West, inscribed by guitar, field record- 
ings, and synthesizer. It is a heavenly, 
beautiful work. 

Other States is the sixth release in 
Geographic North’s Sketch for Winter 
series. As indicated, these releases 
are musical ruminations on winter and 
its themes. Other States opens with an 
eponymously titled track that features 
cool guitar licks atop a background of 
windy gasps and slowly melting synth 
tones. 


Leon 
Vynehall 





As You Like It presents 

Leon Vynehal 

at Monarch, 9:30 p.m.-4 a.m. Friday, 
July 8. $20; monarchsf.com 


Elsewhere, Grody’s guitar playing 
is elegant and heartfelt, but also re- 
freshingly simple and direct. Other 
States is an “experimental” album, 
broadly speaking, but it requires no 
great work on the listener’s behalf to 
enjoy. Its bounty lies in its immediate 
and accessible beauty. 


Mirrored Cell for Chameleon 
by Dimuzio + Wobbly; self- 
released 


Some 35 years ago, Don Joyce, 
member of legendary Bay Area 
experimental musicians-slash- 
cultural pranksters Negativland, 
launched a radio show on KPFA called 
Over The Edge. OTE, which Joyce 
commandeered every week until 

his passing in 2015, is essentially 

a platform for experimental music 
broadcast live on radio. 

After Joyce’s passing, veteran 
experimental musician and newfound 
Negativland member Jon Leidecker 
(aka Wobbly) became steward of OTE 
and refocused it on live electronic 
music performance. Mirrored 
Cell for Chameleon is a 45-minute 
collaborative work between Leidecker 
and Thomas Dimuzio, recorded live 
on the radio, and it portrays all that 
ambient music has to offer. 

Chameleon is a soothing alabaster 
listen. There are no hooks and often 
no rhythms, and its beginning and 
end seem totally arbitrary. Chameleon, 
like all fine ambient music, is an 
expression of musical infinity. 
Monolithic in sound and feeling, 
listening to Chameleon will make time 
stop. 

I suspect some listeners may 
find Chameleon a “boring” listen. To 
that, all I can offer are John Cage’s 
immortal words: “If something is 
boring for two minutes, try it for 
four. If still boring, then eight. Then 
sixteen. Then thirty-two. Eventually 
one discovers that it is not boring at 


all.” 


Make-Out Room 


THURS JULY 7 7PM $8 
DJ FOODCOURT PRESENTS 


WYMOND MILES 


LP RELEASE PARTY 
w/ DOMINANT LEGS 
SILVER SHADOWS 


FOLLOWING AT 11PM FREE 


DJ FOODCOURT & HIS PALS 


ROCK/POP/SOUL/CRAP 
FRI JULY 8 GPM FREE 


COOL AS FUCK! 

SECOND FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR 
w/ DJs KEVIN, BRIAN, LIAM, & RAUL 
GUITAR-BASED INDIE POP GEMS THAT 
SPARKLE & SHINE, LOUDLY RIP & GENTLY ROAR 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


LAST NITE 


2000S INDIE DANCE PARTY POST PUNK, 
DANCE PUNK, FREAK FOLK, SYNTH POP, 
NU RAVE, CHILL-WAVE & GARAGE 
DJS JAMIE JAMS & EMDEE! 


SAT JULY 9 6:30PM 
$5 TO $20 SLIDING SCALE 


WRITERS WITH DRINKS! 


W/ CHARLIE JANE ANDERS 
e CHARLES STROSS ¢ SARAH KUHN 
e SHRUTI SWAMY & OTHERS TBA! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! 


DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, 
REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN JULY 10 7:30PM $8 


SILVER THREADS 
JACOB ARANDA 
JEFFREY LUCK LUCAS! 


MON JULY 11 9:30PM FREE! 


DJ RATON ROSE 


ROCK N ROLL & GLAM FROM THE 50S TO THE 80S 
TUES JULY 12 6PM FREE 


J} TONE A 
AMPLIFIED SOUL HAPPY HOURS! 
FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 
DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PAUL COSTUROS 
w/ DX N GUEST 


WED JULY 13 6PM FREE 


MCSWEENEY'S SOCIAL HOUR 
A JOHN HUGHES TRIBUTE 
w/ DJ RAFFLE! 


CHECK MCSWEENEY'S FACEBOOK PAGE FOR MORE DETAILS! 
FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 
80S DANCE PARTY! 
GROOVE, WAVE, GOTH, SYNTH-POP, HIP-HOP 


DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/ U 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 ¢ www.makeoutroom.com 
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LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUE-SUN ‘til 2AM+...& MON with a Fillmore Show) 
“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 

4PM 'til 8PM: 

$4 WELLS /$4 DRAFTS /$3 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


THURSDAY JULY 7 $10 ADV 





ft. 


& *I : i 
FRIDAY JULY 8 $18 ADV 


SATURDAY JULY 9 $10 ADV 
FREE BEFORE 9PM 


(Fillmore Old-School Nasty Funk) 
LE 


(DJ of DIGITAL UNDERGROUND) 


SUNDAY JULY 10 FREEE PARTY! 


Freestyle Hip-Hop 
w/ *I 


TUESDAY JULY 12 FREE 
Every 2nd Tuesday of the Month 


+ MORE SPECIAL GUESTS 


WEDNESDAY JULY 13 FREE 
Every 2nd Wednesday of the Month 


SETS WINCH 


GIANTS 


GAMES 


ON TWO 10FT PROJECTOR SCREENS 
W/ SURROUND SOUND! 


JULY 7-JULY 13, 2016 
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DEPENDENT 


WWW.THEINDEPENDENTSF.COM 


SAT, JUL 
COWBOY MOUTH 


| KOREY DANE 


& 


ANOTHER PLANET ENTERTAINME 


40 
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—j 


i SUN, JUL 10 
Wilaaes:. WALKER JR. 


BIRDCLOUD 


FRI, JUL 15 


THE ENGLISH BEAT. 


TUE, JOL19 


SOUL ASYLUM 


LEE GALLAGHER AND THE HALLELUJAH 


THE LOVE TRAIN TOUR PT. 2 MON, AUG 8 
=e) COMEDY NIGHT AT THE INDY 


NIKKI'S WIVES THROWING SHADE LIVE 
ee Ae IRE 
EP RELEASE PARTY é 


UY TUE, AUG 9 
Gl NY FOX TRUTH, BOWS ME (@) B44) 24 2 
KAMAU 


SUN, AUG 14 
COMEDY SPECIAL TAPING 


JANEANE GAROFALO 
MON, AUG 15 


WHITE LUNG 
GREYS 


WED, AUG 17 
THE FIXX 


THU, AUG 18 
DAVID SHAW 


WED, JUL 27 


MOVING UNITS 


ESENTS THE SONGS 
OF JOY DIVISION 


VIKTOR FICTION 


THU, JUL 28 
HONEYHONEY 


FRI, JUL 29 


SWEET PLOT 

SAL'S GREENHOUSE, 

THE RIGHT TIME 

28 DIVISADERO ST. AT HAYES, SAN FRANCISCO / TICKETS: TICKETFLY.COM & 877.435.9849 

OR AT BOX OFFICE, MONDAY - FRIDAY 1T1TAM - 6PM (10 PM OM SHOW NIGHTS) 

415.771.1421 / ALL SHOWS 214 / GENERAL ADMISSION / VERY LIMITED SEATING 
PAID PARKING LOT: PANHANDLE PARKING ON BAKER BETWEEN FELL & OAK 


f FiiCWRA=H 


Ciel oe a el RT SE HMGVEE 


NT» APECONCERTS.COM ) 
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(THE REVIVALISTS) 


ia Te Cl ad TP 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THE CALENDAR 


LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or to 
have a listing added, email (Calendar@sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F..CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our 
Concerts section lists major shows and special 
events. Call individual clubs for show details. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 
415 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


THURSDAY 7 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 415-621- 
4455. Beacon, w/ Only Now, N. Lannon, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-800-8782. The Last Revel, w/ Good N Ready feat. 
Nat Keefe, 8 p.m., $10-$15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-551-5157. 


THURSDAY, JULY 7 


Brit Floyd: 7:30 p.m., $35-$75. Mountain Win- 
ery, 14831 Pierce, Saratoga, 408-741-2822. 

Rascal Flatts: 7:30 p.m., $30.75-$75.50. 
Shoreline Amphitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, 
Mountain View, 650-967-3000. 


FRIDAY, JULY 8 


Boston: 7:30 p.m., $60.50-$150.50. Mountain 
Winery, 14831 Pierce, Saratoga, 408-741-2822. 

Candeleria: $7, thenewparish.com/event. 
cfm?id=24026l&cart. The New Parish, 579 
18th St., Oakland, 510-444-7474. 

Down and Outlaws: W/ Jesus Sons, Dirty Denim, 
9 p.m., $15. Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, San Francisco, 415-885-0750. 

G-Eazy and Logic: 6:30 p.m., $37-$84.50. 
Shoreline Amphitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, 
Mountain View, 650-967-3000. 

M. Ward: W/ NAF ft. Jenny Lewis, Erika Spring, 
Tennessee Thomas, 8-11 p.m., $30, info@ 


theuctheatre.org, www.theuctheatre.org/ 
event/1151127-m-ward-berkeley/. The UC 
Theatre, 2036 University Ave, Berkeley, 
510-356-4000. 

Midi Matilda: W/ Panic is Perfect, The Tambo 
Rays, 9 p.m., $14-$16. The Independent, 628 
Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-771-1420. 


SATURDAY, JULY 9 


Boston: 7:30 p.m., $60.50-$150.50. Mountain 
Winery, 14831 Pierce, Saratoga, 408-741- 
2822. 

Brit Floyd: 8 p.m., $47.50-$78. Warfield 
Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
345-0900. 

Bryan Adams: 8 p.m., $29.50-$109.95. Con- 
cord Pavilion, 2000 Kirker Pass, Concord, 
925-676-8742. 

Dead Man's Party: Oingo Boingo & Danny 
Elfman tribute w/ Temptation, a New Order 
tribute, 9 p.m., $21-$25. Great American 
Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 
415-885-0750. 

Joe Pug: 9 p.m., $16-$18. The Independent, 
628 Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-771-1420. 

Pitbull: 7 p.m., $36.95-$146.95. Shoreline 
Amphitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, Mountain 
View, 650-967-3000. 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT & DRINK 


Miranda Lee Richards, w/ Sweet Chariot, Paula Frazer & 
Tarnation, DJ Neil Martinson, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-954-0777. Sweet Talk, Thu., July 7, 10 p.m.; 
Thu., July 14, 10 p.m.; Sun., July 17, 10 p.m.; Thu., July 
21,10 p.m.; Thu., July 28, 10 p.m.; Sun., July 31, 10 p.m. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 
387-6343. Passive Frames, w/ The Americans, Scott 
Padden and the Evangelicals, Uncle Riffkin, 8 p.m., 
$7-S10, www.neckofthewoodssf.com/event/1219157- 
passive-frames-san-francisco/. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861-2011. Cool 
Ghouls, w/ Tino Drima, Bear Call, 8 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-991- 
1015. Kill The Noise, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $15, 1015.com/ 
events/07-07-2016/kill-the-noise/. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 415-441- 
2922. “Tubesteak Connection," w/ DJ Bus Station 
John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. “My 
So-Called Night,” ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge 
Terez & Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621-4434. 
“Picante,’’ w/ DJ Marco & guest DJs, 9 p.m.-2.a.m., Free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703-8964. 
"Class of ‘84," w/ DJs Damon, Steve Washington, 
Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 
p.m.), www.facebook.com/pages/Thursday-nights-at- 
Cat-Club/191272240888168. 


SUNDAY, JULY 10 


Diana Ross: 7:30 p.m., $50.50-$160.50. 
Mountain Winery, 14831 Pierce, Saratoga, 
408-741-2822. 

Lulu Santos: 8:30 p.m., $65-$75. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-673-5716. 

Wheeler Walker Jr.: W/ Birdcloud, 8 p.m., 
$16. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 415-771-1420. 


MONDAY, JULY 11 


Jon Bellion: 7 p.m., $21. The Fillmore, 1805 
Geary, San Francisco, 415-346-6000. 

Royal Headache: W/ Toys That Kill, Tony Molina, 
8 p.m., $15. Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, San Francisco, 415-885-0750. 


TUESDAY, JULY 12 


Deerhoof: W/ Skating Polly, Otzi, 8 p.m., $18. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco, 415-885-0750. 

Dixie Chicks: 7 p.m., $42-$254.25. Shoreline 
Amphitheatre, 1 Amphitheatre, Mountain 
View, 650-967-3000. 

Goo Goo Dolls: W/ Collective Soul, Tribe So- 
ciety, 7:30 p.m., $50.50-$139.50. Mountain 
Winery, 14831 Pierce, Saratoga, 408-741- 
2822. 

Rick Springfield: W/ The Romantics, 7 p.m., 
$30-$150, montalvoarts.org/events/spring- 
field_romantics_2016/. Montalvo Arts Center, 
15400 Montalvo, Saratoga, 408-961-5800. 

Taste of Chaos: 6:30 p.m., $30.95-$50.95. 
Concord Pavilion, 2000 Kirker Pass, Concord, 
925-676-8742. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 13 


Eric Lindell’s West Coast Summer Caravan 
with Anson Funderburgh: W/ Peter Joseph 
Burtt, 8 p.m., $25-$30. Great American 
Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 
415-885-0750. 

Goo Goo Dolls: W/ Collective Soul, Tribe So- 
ciety, 7:30 p.m., $50.50-$139.50. Mountain 
Winery, 14831 Pierce, Saratoga, 408-741- 
2822. 





Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-621-6087. Take- 
over Thursday, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., www.theholycow.com/. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-421-8700. 
“Trend Thursdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-284- 
9774. Laser Native 2-Year Anniversary, ft. BOT, 10 
p.m.-2 a.m., $5-$15, https://www.facebook.com/ 
events/146174942462645/. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 415-872-5160. BFF. 
fm, w/ Drew Smith. Rotating BFF.fm DJs spina variety 
of tunes including indie rock, garage, electronic music, 
and more., 9 p.m., Free, bff.fm. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. “Throw- 
back Thursdays,” w/ DJ Jorge Terez, 9 p.m.-2.a.m., Free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. 1999," w/ 
DJ Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free, facebook.com/1999sf. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 415-978-9942. “Next 
Level Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 415-584- 
4445. Top 40 Dance Party, w/ DJs and MCs., Fridays, 
9 p.m.; Thursdays, 9 p.m., Free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 415-864- 
7386. “Bubble,” 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/Low- 
erHaightbubble. 


HIP-HOP 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552-7788. 
Mr. Lif, w/ Erica Dee, Z-Man, Watzreal, Oneword, Bottled 
Water, DJ Zobe, 8:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 415-512-7493. 
“Groove Theory,’ w/ DJ Natural & Landol, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 415-621-9294. 
“Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That 
Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/peachesladydjcrew. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco, 415-831-5620. 
Acoustic Open Mic with Josh Beemish, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 415-751- 
1122. The Shannon Céili Band, first Thursday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 415-642- 
0474. Honey of the Heart (Justin Ancheta & Maren 
Metke), first Thursday of every month, 8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-673-5483. 
Live Jazz at The Elite Cafe, Thursdays, 6:30-9:30 p.m.; 
Sundays, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
397-5397. Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, first 
and third Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885-8850. Barbara 
Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415- 
440-7414. Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415-292-2583. 
Charlie “Tuna” Dennis, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $22. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989-7666. 
Christopher Ford, first Thursday of every month, 4 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415-550-8286. 
Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5, sundanc- 
esaloon.org. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco, 415- 
255-5971. LSG New Music Series, 8 p.m., $6-$15 sliding 
scale, outsound.org. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415- 
673-8000. Eric Bolivar's Bay Area Jam, w/ Eric Cotton 
Vox, Wil Blades, Michael Rogers, Ryan Kihn Guitar, and 
Dwaine Spurling., 9 p.m., $10. 


ROCKABILLY 


Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco, 415-981-9177. Whisky 
Pills Fiasco, first Thursday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Indie, Singer- 
Songwriter 


M. WARD 


With Nice As Fuck at 
8 p.m., Friday, July 
8 at the UC Theatre. 
$30; theuctheatre. 


org 


M. Ward can do it all. As 
a solo artist? Check: 
nine full-length albums 
and two EPs. As a duo? 
Check: five records with 
Zooey Deschanel as She 
& Him. As a super- 
group? Check: two re- 
leases — one as Monsters of Folk, consisting of Jim James of My Morning 
Jacket and Conor Oberst and Mike Mogis of Bright Eyes; one as Tired Pony, an 
unfairly overlooked project with Deschanel and members of Belle & Sebastian, 
R.E.M., Snow Patrol, and Editors. In sum: M. Ward has done it all. Though he 
now mainly sticks to solo tracks and covers, the Portland musician has such an 
extensive back catalogue that every setlist is unique. Old favorites, like “Chinese 
Translation,’ mix seamlessly with tracks like “Girl From Consejo Valley” and 
“Time Won't Wait” off this year’s release, More Rain. While he may be best 
known for his brand of serene Americana, he can definitely rock out, so expect 
at least a few face-melting, bluesy guitar solos. An annual highlight at Hardly 
Strictly Bluegrass, the singer-songwriter is worth catching every time he swings 
through the Bay Area — this time with a new album, to boot. Nice As Fuck is 
opening. A new group led by frequent M. Ward collaborator Jenny Lewis, it sur- 
prise-released its debut album a couple of weeks ago. Filled with warm synths, 
peppy drums, and intensely political lyrics, NAF holds its own. At most of its 
shows, NAF eschews the stage completely and plays on the floor, so make sure 
to get there early for a good view. Steven Edelstone 





Sarah Cass 


Hip-Hop, Latin 


PITBULL 


With Prince Royce, 
at 7 p.m., Saturday, 
July 9, at Shoreline 
Amphitheatre. $30- 
$69.50. 


If you're going to Miami 
any time soon, here are 
some tips from the one 
time I visited: Bring sun- 
screen, don’t swim too far 
out in the ocean lest you 
risk getting stung or bit- 
ten, drink as many Cuban 
coffees as possible, and 
bring earplugs, because 
Pitbull’s music will be 
playing everywhere. If 
you like the Latin rapper, 
though, you're in luck. 
Pitbull, who was born in 
Miami and raised by Cu- 
ban expatriates, loves his 
hometown: His 2004 debut album is named after it. And Miami loves Pitbull: In 
2015, Mayor Tomas Regalado gave him the keys to the city and Gov. Rick Scott 
named him the “Florida Ambassador of the Arts.” As for why Pitbull is so damn 
popular down South, well, that’s easy to explain. His Latin roots and Span- 
ish-sprinkled songs appeal to Miami's largely Hispanic population, and the 
overall liveliness and energy of his music also makes for a perfect soundtrack for 
a city famous for clubbing and partying. He’s also great at genre-melding, fusing 
hints of reggaeton and soca with hip-hop and bubblegum pop to create a unique 
sound entirely his own. So if you don't feel like inadvertently learning the lyrics 
to an entire Pitbull song — or two — during your vacation, take my advice and 
pack something to dam up those earholes. JS 





Wade Payne/Invision/AP 
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FRIDAY 8 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 415-621- 
4455. Beastmaker, w/ Banquet, Love Moon, DJ Rob 
Metal, 9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-800-8782. Party Time America, w/ Doctor Striker, 
Stang, Brian Kenney Fresno, DJ Stefan Aronsen, 9 
p.m., $13. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-954-0777. Body & Soul, 10 p.m. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 415-387- 
6343. Gentle Spirit, w/ Bryan John Appleby, Andrew 
Blair, 9 p.m., $7-$10, www.neckofthewoodssf.com/ 
event/1228527-gentle-spirit-san-francisco. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861-2011. Let's 
Go Crazy, A Prince Tribute party w/ Controversy, Dan- 
germaker, DJs Omar and Aaron Axelsen, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 


PH 


|) 09 BEYONCE VS. RIHANNA 
J). 9 BOR BOR + GIRL UNIT 
J) SPINK TALAING FISH 
J). CLUB CHEVAL 
//.) ROUGH 
J6.05 BRANCHEZ 
J) J. MICHELLE 

0.) 2 RAVE OF THRONES 
J) HENNYPALOOZA 


MECJANINGES? CUM 1 42°55 .6275 S38! 





DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-991-1015. 
Giraffage, w/ DAWN, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $20, 1015.com/ 
events/07-08-2016/giraffage/. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970-0012. 
“Fine Time,” w/ resident DJs Danny White, Rance, 
and Sweethearts, second Friday of every month, 10 
p.m., $5, facebook.com/finetimesfny. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“Manimal,” 9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621-4434. 
“Boy Bar,” 9 p.m., $5, guspresents.com. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552-7788. 
“Dub Mission," Sunday night excursions into the echo- 
drenched outer realms of dub with resident DJ Sep and 
guests, second Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $6 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.), dubmissionsf.com. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San Francisco, 
415-814-3008. DVNO Fridays, World Class DJ's playing 
the best Latin Hits x Top 40 x Hip Hop, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., 


af :PUNCHLI 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Free, 415-636-0029, info@grandnightclub.com, www. 
grandnightclub.com/events. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-421-8700. 
“Flight Fridays,’ 10 p.m., $10. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, San Francisco, 415- 
863-9999. “Cubcake,’’ second Friday of every month, 
9 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-241- 
0202. “Yo Momma: M.0.M. Weekend Edition,” w/ DJ 
Gordo Cabeza, second Friday of every month, 9 p.m., 
$5 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 415-647- 
2888. ‘Last Nite: A 2000s Indie Dance Party," w/ DJs 
Jamie Jams & Emdee, second Friday of every month, 
10 p.m., $5-S10, lastnite00s.com. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-825-0338. 
“OMGF," 9:30 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. “Hard,” 
w/ DJ Haute Toddy, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. “Club 
Raven," Every Friday with DJ Mark Andrus. Free before 
Tpm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, 415-431-1151, info@ravenbarsf. 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISIT 


4. PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB,COM 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


COMEDY ALLSTARS 


WEDNESDAY 7/ 6 - SAPURDMY 7/9 


FINALIST OF LAST COMIC STANDING! 


MEW EARLIER DURES! 


WEDNESDAT 7/ 20 - SATURDAT 7/ 23 


CHAD DANIELS 


pms FROM CONAN AND COMEDY CENTRAL 
UPSTAIRS AT 444 BATTERY STREET + 18 & OVER * 


SUPPLY & DEMAND 
SHOWCASE 


SUNDAY 7/10 
KABIR SINGH’S SUMMER 
COMEDY BASH 


SUNDAY 7/24 


REALLY FUNNY COMEDIANS 
Win HAPPEN TD EE WOW i) 
FRIDAY 7/279 ~ SATURDAY 7/30 
ROD MAN 


FRIDAY 6/5 ~ SATURDAY £6 


sos HOLCOMB 


WIONEDE 7F/5 
NGAIO BEALUM 
WEDMESDAY 8S . SATURDAY B's 
RICKY VELEZ 
TUESDAY BY 9 - WEDWESDIAY BY) 


JIMMY 0. YANG 


CHRIS ae 


2 DRINK MINIMUM 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISIT: 


COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


FRIDAY 7/8 «SATURDAY 7/9 
LOUIE ANDERSON 


FROM BASKETS Ot FX! 


THURSDAY 7/ 14 « SATURDAY 7/ 16 


FROM QUEER AS FOLK) 


FRIDAY 7/22 - SATURDAY 7/23 
BEN BAILEY 


FROM CASH CAR! 


5 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD) © 18 & OVER © 2 DRINK MINIMUM 


=e amore 
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com, www.ravenbarsf.com/. The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San Francisco, 
The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 415-584- 415-437-0100. “Breakfast with Enzo,” w/ Enzo Garcia, 
4445. Top 40 Dance Party, w/ DJs and MCs., Fridays, 10 a.m., $7, www.enzogarcia.com. 
9 p.m.; Thursdays, 9 p.m., Free. 
Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 415-864- JAZZ 


7386. “Pulse Generator,” w/ resident DJs Cherushii, 
Clairity, and Nightbiscuit, second Friday of every month, Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Fra NCISCO, 415-648-1047. 


Free, www.atlascafe.net. 
HIP-HOP Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco, 415- 
617-0071. Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 p.m., Free, 


Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-621-6087. 


Truth Fridays, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., www.theholycow.com/. 5455 Bictro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis. San Francisco, 415- 
John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 415-512-7493. * "397.5367 charles Unger Experience. 730 pam, free 
“Heartbeat,” w/ resident DJ Strategy, second Friday gy Tipple’s Recording Studio: 39 Fell St, San Francisco, 
of every month, 10 p.m., 5 (free before 11 p.m). 415-851-8560. Candace Geiger Trio, 9 p.m.-midnight. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco, 415-421-1916. “E2F,” w/ continues through Sep. 30, Free. 
DJ Twin Spin, second Friday of every month, p.m. Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 415- 
ACOUSTIC 642-0474. Tin Cup Serenade, second Friday of every 

month, 9:30 p.m. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415-615-0916. — Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 


lvor Collins, 8 p.m. Francisco, 415-616-6916. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 


@ Wi-lete) 1h tc tel’ a 
16016.€68 


www.gauchojazz.com. 


GIRAFFAGE 


* BOLLYWOOD LIFE + WINGT 


MIKE WILL MADE IT 


+ CANDY RAIN IOOTH PARTY 


GIGAMESH 


CHROMEO 


(OJ SET) 


QUITO. te 


n. Je. * PURACLUB.COM 


UL CELEBRATING 6 YEARS OF PURA 
FT DJ UD SHARP 


iu CELEBRATING 6 YEARS OF.PURA 
G 


16 


CELEBRATING 6 ¥ 


23 ae ‘eh a tara 0’ = 





Rap 


SCHOOLBOY Q 


At 9p.m., on 
Saturday, July 

9, at Regency 
Ballroom. $35-$40; 
theregencyballroom. 
com. 


Rapper Schoolboy Q, 
one-fourth of Black 
Hippy — the L.A. hip- 
hop supergroup that in- 
cludes Kendrick Lamar, 
Jay Rock, and Ab-Soul 


a — is an interesting 


Paul A. Hebert/Invision/AP dude. Though hee 
loved for his squishy, nasal voice; drug-centric subject matter; and party appro- 
priate anthems, he wasn’t always a rapper. Far from it — a football player since 
the age of six, he played the sport through college, before things went downhill. 
He started gang-banging, joining the 52 Hoover Gangster Crips, because that’s 
what his homies had done, and he became a drug dealer, peddling crack and 
weed, but mostly Oxycontin. “I was just lost,” he told Complex. “I didn’t know 
what I wanted to do.” By luck, he met the masterminds behind the independent 
record label Top Dawg Entertainment, to which all the members of Black Hippy 
are signed, and was invited to the label’s studio, House of Pain, where he met his 
future crewmates. That was back in 2006, and now, 10 years later, he’s on the 
verge of dropping his fourth studio album, Blank Face LP (out Friday, July 8). In 
April, he shared the album’s first single, “Groovy Tony,’ an eerie, bass-driven 
track overlaid with vocals from an angsty, cantankerous Q, but it’s “THat Part,” 
the album’s second single, that takes the cake. With guest vocals and production 
from Kanye West himself, the pulsating, languid song has been played more 
than 3 million times on Spotify in the span of two months — an indicator that 
fans not only like it, but that they’re hungry for more. Jessie Schiewe 





NOW SAL FOOD VIA 
STARBOARD ITS DOW 


GIANTS GAMES ON TV AND PROJECTOR SCREEN 


THURSDAY 7/7 


CHILEAN COPA AMERICA CELEBRATION 
PARTY WITH REMY 7PM-CLOSE 


SDAY 7/12 
RD.POWER ‘SOUND ® 


PRECITA EYES UYA FESTIVAL FUNDRAISER 7PM 


2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 


SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.5821 


he 
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9 p.m., $10. 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 415-885-8850. Joyce 
Grant, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 415-826- 
9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 


p.m., $5. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco, 415-386- 
3330. Orquesta Conquistador Quartet, second Friday 
of every month, 7 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415-550-8286. 
“Dance Fridays,’ weekly salsa & bachata party, 7:30 
p.m., facebook.com/DanceSalsaOnFriday. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415-292- 
2583. Josh Hoyer & Soul Colossal, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco, 415-701-1300. 
Friday Night Blues, weekly blues dance lessons and 
DJ party, 8 p.m., $11-$15, sundownblues.com/friday- 
night-blues.html. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989-7666. 
Jinx Jones & The KingTones, second Friday of every 
month, 4 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco, 415-981-9177. Marshall 
Law Band, second Friday of every month, 9 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771-1616. Audium 
9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-673- 
8000. Golden Dawn Arkestra, 9 p.m., $18. 


SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 415-885- 
4074. “Take a Trip: Old Music for Dance People,” w/ 
DJ John Diaz, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/takeat- 
ripeveryfriday. 


TRIBUTE 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-551-5157. 
The Killer Queens, an all-girl Queen tribute. Plus Rebel 
Rebel, 9 p.m., $18-§20. 


JAZZ 


The Terrace Room: 1800 Madison, Oakland, 510-903-3771. 
The Klipptones, 7-10 p.m., Free, www.klipptones.com/. 


SATURDAY 9 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 415- 
621-4455. Mitski, w/ Japanese Breakfast, Jay Som, 
9 p.m., Sold Out. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 
387-6343. Axis Of Four, w/ Sketch Republic, Grumsting, 
Sunny Balapole, 8 p.m., $7-S10, www.neckofthewoodssf. 
com/event/1219269-axis-four-san-francisco/. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861-2011. 
Phono Del Sol After Party, w/ Yumi Zouma, The 
Peach Kings, French Cassettes, plus BFF.fm DJs, 9 
p.m., $15-S18. 

Slim's: 333 Tith St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333. Plan 
9 - Misfits Tribute, w/ Zack Bateman and The Coal 
Minds, Toxic Shock Syndrome, Dick and Jane Hosted 
by Jamie DeWolf, 8 p.m., $15. 


DANCE 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco, 415-974-1719. 
“Back to the ‘90s,’ second Saturday of every month, 
9:30 p.m., $10. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970-0012. “2 
Men Will Move You,” w/ DJs Primo & Jordan, second 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., 2menwillmoveyou. 
tumblr.com. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703-8964. 
“Club Gossip,” w/ DJ Damon & guests, second Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m., $8 ($5 before 9:30 p.m.), 
facebook.com/clubgossipsf. 

DNA Lounge: 375 tith St., San Francisco, 415-626-1409. 
“Bootie S.F.," 9 p.m., $10-$20, bootiesf.com. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552-7788. 
Tormenta Tropical, w/ Orotl, DeeJay Theory, 10 p.m., $7. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Indie-Rock 


MARGARET GLASPY 





Ebru Yilidz 


With Night School and Try The Pie, at 8 p.m., Sunday, July 10, at 
Rickshaw Stop. $12-$14; rickshawstop.com. 


Whatever you do, don’t call Margaret Glaspy a folk singer. “I worked so hard in 
trying to move to [a] different space,” the Northern California-born sing- 
er-songwriter told Noisey. “It’s like dammit, there’s so much other shit that’s go- 
ing on.” That “other shit” is no doubt the rumbling electric guitar that Glaspy 
plucks throughout her debut album, Emotions and Math, which came out June 
17. Combined with the 27-year-old’s gravelly, low-pitched voice, which varies 
from being tender to twisted and aggressive, the music comes across as more 
rock’n’ roll than it does whimsical folk. Cute and romantic Glaspy is not. And 
even if she does sing a lot about love and heartbreak, she uses her craft to em- 
phasize inner-strength and growth even more. “There’s nothing wrong with me 
/\ don't like sympathy,” she sings in the second track off the album, “Situation.” 
“Don’t you dare pity me because you don’t know my situation.” JS 


The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Francisco. 
“Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 before 11 p.m., em- 
pireballroomsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-646-0999. 
“Ibiza Day Club,” 2 p.m., ibizadayclub.com. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-621-6087. Holy 
Cow Saturday, Enjoy your favorite Hip Hop & Club Hits 
at high volume!, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-421-8700. 
“Infusion Saturdays,” 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703-9751. 
“Bounce!,""9 p.m., $3. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco, 415-762-0151. “Salted,” 
w/ Miguel Migs, Julius Papp, guests, second Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m., $10 before 11 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 415-864-2877. “Satur- 
gay,” w/ DJ Stanley Frank, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free before 
10pm, $3 after. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861-2011. 
“Cockblock,” second Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m., $10, cockblocksf.com. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415-626-0880. 
“Pound Puppy,” w/ DJs Taco Tuesday & Kevin O'Connor, 
second Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 415-863-6623. 
“Frolic: A Celebration of Costume & Dance,” furry 
party with resident DJ NeonBunny, second Saturday 
of every month, 8 p.m., $8 ($4 in costume), neonbunny. 
com/frolic. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 415-584- 
4445. 80's and 90's Throwback Party, w/ DJs and 
MCs., 9 p.m., Free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 415-864- 
7386. “Hell’a Tight!,” w/ Lindsay Slowhands, second 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/ 
pages/Hella-Tight/236137926444407. 

Verso SF: 1525 Mission St, San Francisco. John 00 Flem- 
ming, 10 p.m.-2.a.m., Free, versosf.com/club/calendar/. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-278-9474. “Our 
House,” w/ resident DJs Jes-E & Bobby Orozco, second 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
profile.php?id=100008425963525. 


HIP-HOP 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 415-241- 
0202. “Straighten It Out,” w/ DJ Jerry Nice, second 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 415-648-1047. 
Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, Saturdays, 
4-6 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415-615-0916. 
Damir, 8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 415-586- 
3733. Grant Levin Quartet, second Saturday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., $10-20. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 415-400-0555. 
Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-397-5397. Bill Doc’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-440-7414. The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-991-1015. 
“Pura, 9 p.m., $20, puraclub.com. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415-920-0577. 
Tango Brunch, tla.m., $10 for tango lesson (free dance 
after 1p.m.). 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 415-826- 
9287. Mision Flamenca, Monthly live flamenco music 
and dance performances., second Saturday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., $15, facebook.com/mision.flamenca. 
“Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco, 415-392-6739. 
Caffe Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552-7788. 
“Tormenta Tropical,” w/ resident DJs Oroll & Theory, 
second Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5-$10, 
facebook.com/bersadiscos. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 415-647- 
2888. “El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool 
Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-S10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 415- 
642-0474. BrazilVox, second Saturday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 


Hii 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 
INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


HELL NO TOUR 
2ND SHOW ADDED & ON SALE NOW 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25 
OCTOBER 24 SOLD OUT 


AM : 
WAGAKKIBAND 


SATURDAY, JULY 16 


FERNANDO VICICONTE 
yd | DYN fa 0) 8 





FEATURING TODD SNIDER & DAVE SCHOOLS 
sd | DYN Gay NOLL Us) in 72 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 14 
DOORS 6/ SHOW 7 « $20.00 
THE NOISE PRESENTS: 


PERIPHERY 


SIKTH, CHON, TOOTHGRINDER 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 19 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $20.00 


US THE DUO 


GARDINER SISTERS 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $35.00 


DIGABLE PLANETS 


CAMP LO 


ticketmaster.com 


CHEAP PETE’S 
frame factory outlet 


—_°THEe, 


“FILLMORE 


CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS 


FEATURING APOLLO 18 
THURSDAY, JULY 21 © 14+ 


TOAD THE WET SPROCKET 


RUSTED ROOT 
SATURDAY, JULY 23 


ee Ue 
MARIANAS TRENCH 


SKYLAR STECKER 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 13 


“ v. | Vive “ | ty ie >" 
P49 . he ie ; Pr | 7 bee 
a 4 7 
ae: | : 4 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 25 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ 25.00 


BORIS 
PERFORMING PINK 


EARTH, SHITSTORM 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 27 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $22.50 


ee 


ALICE DRINKS THE KOOL AID 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.00 


PETER BJORN AND JOHN 


LAGUNIIAS, @Dcersi Cf ft] 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. “All ticket tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415-550-8286. 
“Club Fuego,’ 8 p.m., facebook.com/pages/Club-Fuego- 
Space-550/216021538521870. 


REGGAE 


St. Mary's Pub: 3845 Mission, San Francisco, 415-970- 
1939. “Bangarang Crash," w/ resident DJs Shawn 
Atkinson, Madame Streggae, Sir Rudy Blackout, 
Special Lord B, and the Mighty Zeke, second Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/sfvintag- 
ereggaesociety. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415-292- 
2583. Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7:30 
& 9:30 p.m., $24. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco, 415-771- 
5687. Willie G, 8 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989-7666. 
Dave Workman, second Saturday of every month, 4 p.m. 


DRINKS * FOOD * MUSIC 
OPEN MIC EVERY MONDAY FREE AT 8 


aI ne a a ADV 5 $19 DOOR 


IRA e 
J - ATRIBUT mi EPOLIC 


SUN 7/I0 Er DOOR 


SAT 17/23 - 32 ADV / S17 ali 


sae 
wt SALT S 

SUN 7/24 7PM S18 ADV / $30 mI 

A MID-SUMMER TRIP WITH 

THE LAUREN MURPHY BAND 
& SHAKEY ZIMMERMAN 

MON 7/25 7PM $26 ADV/ $28 DOOR 


ANA EOROe 





EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 415-771-1616. Audium 
9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415- 
673-8000. Steppin’, w/ DJ K-0S, 8 p.m., Free before 
9pm/S15 after 9pm. 

Mr. Tipple’s Recording Studio: 39 Fell St, San Francisco, 
415-851-8560. Charles Unger, 9 p.m.-midnight. con- 
tinues through Oct. 1, Free. 


SOUL 


Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco, 415-981-9177. Hot 
Pocket, second Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


SUNDAY 10 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-800-8782. Chrome Statues, w/ Moon Mantis, The 
Big Poppies, The Brothers Strong &Co., 7 p.m., $7-$10. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco, 415-923-0923. 
Venus Beltran, w/ Space Waves, Impurtan, 8 p.m. 

Reed & Greenough: 3251 Scott, San Francisco. Pianist 
DJ Lebowitz, Sundays, 2:45-5:30 p.m.; Mon., Aug. 
22, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Continues through Aug. 7, Free. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861-2011. 
Margaret Glaspy, w/ Night School, Try the Pie, 8 
p.m., $12-$14. 

Slim's: 333 Tith St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333. Blessthe- 
fall, w/ Like Moths to Flames, Get Scared, Picturesque, 
7p.m., $16-S18. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. “Big 
Top,’ 9 p.m., free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 415-621- 
4455. Body Language, w/ Wild & Free, Running in the 
Fog, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“Kick It!: ‘80s at 8," w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-646-0999. 
“Sundaze,’ 1p.m., free before 3 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. “Stamina,” 
w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m., free, 
staminasundays.com. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 415-550- 
6994. “Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
sweaterfunk. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703-9751. 
“Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-563- 
4180. “Bounce,” 10 p.m., facebook.com/Bounce- 
Sundays. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco, 415-421-1916. “Replay 
Sundays,’ 9 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415- 
673-8000. “Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco, 415-503-1670. 
“Select Sundays,” w/ DJs Landolt & Natural, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415-615- 
0916. Traditional Irish Session, Sundays, 6 p.m.; 
Mondays, 8 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. Bernal 
Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m.., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 415-751-1122. 
Seisitin, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Brenda’s French Soul Food: 652 Polk, San Francisco, 
415-345-8100. Gaucho, Sundays, 5-8 p.m., Free, www. 
gauchojazz.com. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-649-6191. 
Electric Squeezebox Orchestra, 6 p.m., $10. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-673-5483. 
Live Jazz at The Elite Cafe, Thursdays, 6:30-9:30 p.m.; 
Sundays, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-397-5397. Bill ‘Doc’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 415- 
241-0202. Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
550-8667. Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

San Francisco Conservatory of Music: 50 Oak, San 
Francisco, 415-864-7326. TOPAZ Museum Benefit, 
w/ Mark Inouye & Friends, 7 p.m., $50-$250, www. 
topazmuseum.org. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, Danny 
Castro, and Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 415-826- 
9287. “Brazil & Beyond,” 7 p.m., free. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282-3325. Salsa 
Sundays, second and fourth Sunday of every month, 
3 p.m., $8-S10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 415-642- 
0474. The Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco, 415-974-0905. The Flamenco Room, 7:30 
& 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415-292- 
2583. Mitch Woods & His Rocket 88's, 7 & 9 p.m., $20. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552-6949. 
The Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free, facebook.com/The- 
Luxomatics. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989-7666. 
Blues Power, 4 p.m.; The Door Slammers, second 
Sunday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415- 
440-7414. Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931-7292. Sunday 
Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
Swigjam. 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 415-550-8286. 
Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5, sundanc- 
esaloon.org. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-552-7788. 
Osheyack, w/ Russell Butler, The Creatrix, DJ Kerri 
Lebon, 9 p.m., $9. 


MONDAY 11 


ROCK 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San 
Francisco, 415-954-0777. Damir, 10 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 415-255-0333. Mark 
Lanegan, w/ Sean Wheeler, 8 p.m., $30. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. 
“Opulence,” 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 tith St., San Francisco, 415-626-1409. 
“Death Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe 
Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5, www. 
deathguild.com. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 415- 
241-0202. “'M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),” w/ DJ 
Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free, www. 
motownonmondays.com. 

Oasis: 298 Iith St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442. “Beat 
It!: An ‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970-0012. The 
Pick Bluegrass Jam, second Monday of every month, 6 
p.m., free, www.thepicksf.com/jam.aspx. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 415-615- 
0916. Traditional Irish Session, Sundays, 6 p.m.; 
Mondays, 8 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 415-546-6300. 
Open Mic with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989-7666. 
Peter Lindman, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 415-400-0555. 
Terry Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 
Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco, 415- 
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617-0071. Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 p.m., Free, 
www.gauchojazz.com. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 
415-397-5397. Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931-3600. Le 
Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Mr. Tipple’s Recording Studio: 39 Fell St, San Francisco, 
415-851-8560. Le Jazz hot, @ Mr. Tipple’s Recording 
Studio, 39 fell street , Parisian Gypsy Jazz. Craft 
Cocktails, Food til late., Mondays, 7-10 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 26, Free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
415-440-7414. Steve Nelson Trio Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 
387-6343. SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan 
Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/four weeks, www.dancesf.com. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 415-621-9294. 
“Skylarking,” w/1& Vibration, 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/ivibesound. 


BLUES 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-673-5483. 
“Fried Chicken & Blues," 6:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989-7666. 
The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


KARAOKE 


S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 415-626-0880. Ka- 
raoke Night, hosted by Wesley Curtis, 8 p.m.-midnight. 


TUESDAY 12 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 415-621- 
4455. The Dickies, w/ The Queers, The Memphis Murder 
Men, 9 p.m., $18-$20. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-800-8782. No Vacation, w/ Pluto andthe WLFCNTS, 
Birds of Fire, 8 p.m., $7-S10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861-2011. 
Taking Back Tuesday: Emo Night SF, Emo jams from 
the late 90's and early 2000's, 9 p.m., $5-$9. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 415- 
441-2922. “High Fantasy," w/ DJ Myles Cooper, drag 
performances, more, 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/ 
highfantasy. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. “Cock 
Shot,” 9 p.m., free. 

Codeword: 917 Folsom St, San Francisco. Technography, A 
weekly exploration into the Techno genre and it’s many 
influences and off shoots., 9 p.m.-2 a.m. continues 
through Aug. 30, $5 after 10pm, https://www.facebook. 
com/technographyi01/. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
1409. “Sequence,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $7-S10, 
sequence-sf.com. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco, 415-777-1077. “Tutu 
Tuesday,” w/ resident DJ Atish, second Tuesday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $10 ($2 ina tutu before 11 p.m.), 
facebook.com/pages/Tutu-Tuesday/110253389062224. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-421-8700. 
“Startup Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-284-9774. 
“Soundpieces,’’ 10 p.m., facebook.com/soundpieces. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 415-872-5160. 
“Music Therapy,” w/ DJ Clave, 9 p.m.-1:30 a.m., Free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 415-931-7292. “BoomSwing 
Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 9 p.m., free, mixcloud. 
com/DJTR. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 415-864- 
7386. “Shelter,” 10 p.m., free, www.facebook.com/ 
shelter.sf. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. “Phat 
Tuesday,’ w/ DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 415- 
241-0202. The Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., free. 


Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 415-751-1122. 
Seisitin, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 415-400-0555. 
Terry Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552-6949. 
Smith Dobson, 10 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 415-642- 
0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 

Tenderloin Museum: 398 Eddy, San Francisco, 415- 
830-4640. Vince Lateano, w/ Keith Saunders, piano, 
and John Wiitala, bass., 7-8 p.m., $15, https://www. 
facebook.com/events/1783034301915712/. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco, 415-861-5048. 
“Tuesday Night Jump,’ w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $12- 
$15, tuesdaynightjump.com. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415-920-0577. 
“Salsaholic,” Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m., free. 
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F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. “Under- 
ground Nomads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, 
and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 
p.m.), undergroundnomads.com. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco, 
415-671-8081. ““Echale Mas Salsa,’ 8 p.m., free ($10 
with salsa lessons), playasf.com. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455. 
“Bless Up,’ w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5, 
jahwarriorshelter.net. 


BLUES 
Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415-292-2583. 
Bay City Blues, w/ Chris Cain, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 
Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415- 
673-8000. Drew Southern Band, second Tuesday of 
every month, 8 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 
Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-673-5483. 
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“Fried Chicken & Blues," 6:30 p.m. 
Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San 
Francisco, 415-954-0777. The Stan Erhart Band, 10 p.m. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989-7666. 
G.G. Amos Duo, 4 p.m. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 415-647- 
2888. "Slow Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & friends, first and 
second Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m.; fourth 
and Last Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m., free, 
(415) 647-2888. 


WEDNESDAY 13 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco, 415-621- 
4455. The Falcon, w/ The Copyrights, Sam Russo, Mikey 
Erg, 8:30 p.m., $15. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-800-8782. Gaviotas, w/ McCrae's Battalion, Sister 
Grizzly, Porkchop Express, Bradford, 7 p.m., $7-$10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-551-5157. We 
Are Scientists, w/ The Palms, 9 p.m., $18-$20. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San Fran- 
cisco, 415-954-0777. Ivor Collins, 10 p.m. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415-861-2011. 
Safia, w/ Missio, Mosaics, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 415-863-4027. “Pussy 
Party,’ w/ Sasha, Ms. Jackson, and guests, 9 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/pssypartysf. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-703-8964. 
“Bondage-A-Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, 
guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10, facebook.com/bondage- 
agogosF. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco, 415-339-8686. 
“EPR,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $10-$20, eprlife.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192. ‘“Housepi- 
tality,” 9 p.m., $5-$10, www.housepitalitysf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-421-8700. 
“WCW Wednesdays,” 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 415-703-9751. 
“Juicy,” 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 415-647- 
2888. “Burn Down the Disco,” w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt 
w/U, second Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-896-6374. Stitch 
- Happy Hour, Nu-disco and deep house happy hour 
with DJ Peter Noble (Tight Pants) featuring special 
fashion related events, Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m., free, 
clubomgsf.com. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151. “Wayback 
Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-278-9474. “EQ 
Wednesdays,” 10 p.m.., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 415-642- 
0474. Americano Social Club, second Wednesday of 
every month, 9 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 415-989-7666. 
Zach Brough & Friends, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970-0012. 
Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 
7p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 415-920-0577. 
“Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 415-400-0555. 
Terry Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 415-552-6949. 
Patrick Wolff, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco, 415- 
397-5397. Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 415-931-3600. 
David Byrd and Byrds of a Feather, Wednesdays, 
7-10 p.m., Free. 

Mr. Tipple’s Recording Studio: 39 Fell St, San Francisco, 
415-851-8560. Midnight Moods, Midnight Moods, Every 
other Wednesday, 7-10 p.m. Continues through Sept. 
30, Free, mrtipplessf.com/. 

Savanna Jazz: 2937 Mission St., San Francisco, 415- 
285-3369. Abe Imansia Jazz Group, Wednesdays, 
7:30-11:30 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco, 415-616-6916. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 
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6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 415-826- 
9287. ““Baobab!,” timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 
10 p.m., $5. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 415-621-4434. 
“Latin Lounge,’ Wednesdays, 5-10 p.m. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-671-8081. “Bachatalicious,” 7 p.m.,$5-S$10, 
playasf.com. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 415- 
647-2888. “Frigo-International Discotheque,” w/ 
DJs 2shy-shy & Melt w/U, second Wednesday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 415-292-2583. 
Craig Horton, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 
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Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-673- 
8000. Dr. Mojo, second Wednesday of every month, 8 
p.m.-3:30 a.m., Free. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-673-5483. 
“Fried Chicken & Blues," 6:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 415- 
550-866/. Big Bones & Chris Siebert, Every other 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., free. 


KARAOKE 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-551-5157. 
Karaoke with KJ Paul, 9:30 p.m., free. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco, 415-584- 
4445. Wednesday Karaoke, 9 p.m.-1 a.m. 

SOUL 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-284-9774. 
“Smoked Out Soul,” w/ Zebuel & guests, fourth and 
second Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., facebook. 
com/smokedoutsoul. 
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DANCE TO SUMMERTIME 
MASHUP HITS! 
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EVENT WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY - PURCHASE PRESALE TICKETS NOW 
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SCENES FROM A MARRIAGE 


by Dan Savage 


My wife and I have been married for 14 years 
and in a committed (I assumed) relationship for 17 
years. Sex between us (often kinky) has always been 
great. We have a wonderful life together and two 
perfect children. I thought we were good; turns out 
things were too good to be true. I learned recently 
that my wife has been unfaithful to me throughout 
our marriage. She began an affair with an older 
man soon before we were married, and they were 
physically intimate for five years, including bondage 
and a Master/sub relationship. The physical sex 
stopped, but phone sex and online flirting continued 
up until I discovered this two weeks ago. This is a 
man I know. She has introduced our children to him. 
There s more: She slept with another man (just once, 
more bondage) but also flirted with him online and 
met up with him while I was away. She slept with yet 
another man she works with (just once, vanilla this 
time). She had phone sex with at least two other men 
and flirted with still more on Facebook. This came 
out because I was jealous about something that now 
seems minor and checked her e-mail. (Not proud 
of that.) She is repentant and relieved that I finally 
know, and she promises that she will be faithful from 
now on. I'll always love her, and I know she loves 
me. We had one session with a counselor and anoth- 
er is Scheduled. Results were mixed. One thing that 
came out was that she has never been faithful to a 
romantic/sexual partner. I could forgive a one-time 
drunken fling, but this is a consistent pattern of infi- 
delity that runs from the beginning of our marriage, 
and I had no idea. I cannot process it. I thought she 
had always been as loyal as I’ve been, which is to 
say completely. I can t put my wedding ring on—it 
feels like a lie. I have no one to talk to. For the sake 
of our future, the love we still share, and our chil- 
dren, we are committed to fixing things, but we’re 
not sure how. 

Heartbroken And Devastated 


I’m going to preface my response with what 
someone in my position is expected to say and what, 
given the circumstances, may even be true: Your 
marriage is over. The scale, duration, and psycho- 
logical cruelty of your wife’s betrayals may be too 
great for you to overcome. 

But you didn’t need me to tell you that, HAD. 
You knew that already. So I can only assume you 
wrote wanting to hear something else. You don’t 
need me to outline the reasons you should leave, 
and you don’t need my permission to go. You wrote 
because you’re looking for a reason to stay. 

Pll give it my best shot. 

A long-term relationship is a myth two people 
create together. It’s not chemistry, it’s not math, it’s 
not engineering. It’s a story, HAD, a story we tell 
each other, a story we tell others, and a story we tell 
ourselves. 

And sometimes it’s a story we have to revise. 

Right now, it feels like the story you’ve been tell- 
ing yourself and others about your marriage is a lie: 
not partly, but wholly. You thought your marriage 
was a loving, committed, and “completely loyal” 
one, but it’s not—it can’t be, and it never was, be- 
cause she was cheating on you from the beginning. 

But loyalty isn’t something we demonstrate with 
our genitals alone. Your wife wasn’t loyal to you 
sexually, HAD, and that’s painful. And the conven- 
tional “wisdom” is that people don’t cheat on part- 
ners they love. But you were married to this woman, 
and you describe your marriage as good, loving, and 
wonderful. And it somehow managed to be all those 
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things despite your wife’s betrayals. She must have 
been loyal to you in other ways or you would’ve 
divorced her long before you discovered her infidel- 
ities. Think back over the last 17 years: every kind 
and loving gesture, every considerate action, every 
intimacy, every moment you took care of each oth- 
er—was it all a lie? 

I’m not trying to exonerate your wife, and I’m 
not trying to minimize her betrayal or your pain. 
But if you want to stay together, HAD, you’re going 
to have to tell yourself a new story, one that makes 
room for contradiction (loves you, cheated on you), 
betrayal (shitloads), apologies (shitloads from her), 
forgiveness (shitloads from you), and... some ac- 
commodations going forward. If I may paraphrase 
Maya Angelou: When someone finally shows you 
who they are—after you found the incriminating 
e-mails—you should believe them. Your wife has 
never been faithful to you or to anyone else, HAD, 
at least not sexually. Adjusting your expectations 
and making accommodations accordingly is more 
realistic than expecting your wife to become a dif- 
ferent person. 

Finally, HAD, a little bonus advice. I ran into Es- 
ther Perel, author of Mating in Captivity: Unlocking 
Erotic Intelligence, the day your letter arrived. Perel 
is a psychotherapist and couples counselor whose 
most recent TED Talk (“Rethinking Infidelity’’) is 
one you’re going to want to watch. I shared your 
letter with Perel and asked her what she thought: 
Based on her vast experience working with couples 
confronting infidelity, did she think your marriage 
was doomed? 

“No, I don’t,” said Perel. 

Perel’s response honestly surprised me. We 
spoke for 10 minutes, and I recorded the conversa- 
tion. It won’t fit in this space—so I’m going to post 
Perel’s thoughts as the Savage Love Letter of the 
Day when this column comes out. So you’re going 
to get a second opinion from an actual expert, HAD, 
and—spoiler alert—it’s a hopeful one. 


I’m a cis woman in my late 20s. About three 
months ago, I had my first one-night stand. I’ve 
noticed my thoughts have continued to gravitate to- 
ward this man ever since—despite having other sex- 
ual partners in the interim. I recently ran across his 
profile on Tinder—however, I’m fairly sure he hasnt 
logged on for a while as certain things weren t up 
to date. While I obviously swiped right, I’m curious 
as to whether it would be seen as inappropriate or 
possibly invasive if I were to reach out via the pow- 
ers of social media. The night we had went well—it 
was all incredibly comfortable sexually, and I found 
him very interesting to talk to both before and after 
we hooked up. I should mention that I left rather 
swiftly that evening without grabbing his number in 
an attempt to “play it cool.” I definitely don t want 
to cross social or personal boundaries, but I’d like 
to see him again. 


Creep 


There’s nothing creepy about letting someone 
you fucked know you wanna fuck ’em again or, hey, 
maybe even date ’em for a while. It gets creepy only 
if they don’t respond, or if they politely decline, and 
you keep letting them know you would like to fuck/ 
date them some more. 

You liked him, you had a nice time, the sex was 
good—and you left, stupidly, without his number for 
fear of looking clingy or uncool. Social media has 
come with costs—trolls, bullying, Donald Trump’s 
Twitter feed—but the ability to locate someone and 
ask for a do-over/screw-over is one of the benefits. 
So look him up on Facebook or Instagram and send 
him a note. If you don’t hear back, consider yourself 
swiped left and move on. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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